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LEZTTER I. 


Lord CIERACE fo Sir Gronce HEN PůDAÜ x. 


C NHE is found, George, the ſweet, the 
8 blooming girl could not elude my 
| vigilance. 

You may remember you and I met by 


appointment at the Abbey ; a long ab- 
ſence from our native country having 
endeared its curioſities, | 
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To view the venerable, the magnifs- 
cent ſtructure; to contemplate tlie fate 
of Poets, Kings, and Warriors, induced 
us to ſpend ſome time in the ſacred re- 
poſitory. 

Having traverſed the iles, we natural- 
ly turned our eyes towards the choir: 
the prayers were juſt begun. 

In that very moment a lovely figure 
ſhot by us into an adjacent pew; and 
exhibited a picture of what ve before 
had only a very faint idea he beauty 
of holineſs---down ſhe knelt with the 


moſt becoming humility : her features, 


her deportment beſpoke the pious im- 
pulſe of her 'heart, andthe incenſe of 
devotion aſcended from her lips. | 
Struck with ſo uncommon an object, 
we were unabl&o retire : yet a kind of 
reverence reſtrained us from inter- 
rupting her by impertinent obſervation : 
we felt the awful conviction of the pro- 
priety of her e: : and while we 


admired 
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admired the fair, the finiſhed creature, 
bowed lowly to the wonderful CREATOR. 

Never was faſcination ſo. grateful ; but 
it could not laſt ; the ſervice concluded, 
we determined to follow her. She per- 
ceived, ſhe bluſhed, ſhe appeared em- 
barraſſed at our deſign, but to prevent 
the execution of it was not in her power. 

The little /aznt deſcended, however, 
to play the hypocrite ; for having traced 
her into a ſhop, ſhe for ſome time amuſed 
us with the notion that ſhe was houſed : 
when, flipping. out at a back door into a 
ſtreet that had a communication with the 
Park, moſt treacherouſly and ungeneroul- 
ly threw us out of our chance. 


How we raved, or rather I myſelf, 


George, for you was half domeſticated 
even at that period, and your far-fetched 
reſpect for your bride- elect, alone con- 
fined you from the ſallies of freedom. 
Did I not vow revenge, and did I 
not declare, that I could have pardoned 
any other the moſt flagrant offence ; but 
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to charm me one inſtant by praying, and 
the next diſtract me by deceit, was never 
to be forgiven. | 

- Somuchforyour knowledge of the afar, 
I grant you your memory in general is 
not very exceptionable ; you muſt, never- 
theleſs, excuſe me, that in this particular 
inſtance I have preſumed to aſſiſt it. To 
judge a cauſe properly, it is neceſſary we 
| ſhould be well acquainted with its every 
merit: a ſingle deficiency might ruin the 
whole: and as it was impoſſible for me 
to divine the articles in which your re- 
lentive faculties might be moſt defeQtive, 
I reſolved both for your emolument and 
my own, to preſent you a full and intire 
review: of that ever-memorable adventure, 
and will now proceed to its marvellous 
. | 

The enſuing morning conveyed you 
from London, for a purpoſe, my friend, 
that perhaps by this time, you are moſt 
heartily weary of, and I commenced my 
literally wild-gooſe chaſe. | 
* 8 The 
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The Park, the Play-houſe, and the 
Church, divided my hours, but no light 
could be obtained, until the honeſt 
blundering Goddeſs, whom others fo 
cruelly beſpatter, threw the bleſſing into 
my very mouth, which, for a whole pre- 
ceding fortnight, . I n ſo ſuccelslelsly 
ſought after. 

My humble, but wake relation, Mrs. 
Leeſon, being a little indiſpoſed, ſent to 
beg the indulgence, as ſhe called it, of 
one ſhort interview. You are ſenſible I 
bear her the higheſt eſteem, therefore 
need not be told, that I waited upon her 
immediately. 

1 found her with her Will bo before 
her ready witneſſed, which ſhe was deſi- 
Tous to lodge in my hands. 5 

It cannot be extraordinary to you, my 
noble Friend, ſaid ſhe, that at my time 
of day, I ſhould conſider every indiſpo- 
ſition, as a warning of my approaching 
diſſolution. Life has moſt inconteſtablß 
proved its uncertainty, by the dropping 
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off of ſome of the lovelieſt bloſſoms of 
the age: but when it is wound up to 
ſeventy years, the caſe in queſtion, what 
can be expected, but a ſpeedy termina- 
tion. | 

have, reſumed ſhe; after a little 
pauſe, been taking a leſſon of inſtruc- 
tion this very morning. The moral page 
has for many weeks been ſpread before 
me. A Lady ſinking under misfortunes, 
and ſtruggling with diſeaſe, is now in this 
| houſe: ſhe has not the means of procuring 
the requiſites for her ſupport, nor is it in 
the power of an eminent Phyſician to re- 
heve her ſufferings. Yet piety, refigna- 
tion, patience, and confidence in that 
Being, that is able to bring ſtrength out 
of weakneſs, have never once forſaken 
her ; what 1s a common departure at the 
fullneſs: of age, to the miſery ſhe expe- 
riences. Vour heart, my Lord, is not 
. devoid of ſenſibility. Can you imagine 
any thing more beautifully affecting than 
a fond drooping parent reclining her 
8 head 
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head on the boſom of the tendereſt and 
moſt endearing of children ; who, for- 
getful of. her own neceſſities, has not a 
view or wiſh beyond affording her help 
or conſolation. The pretty creature has 
left her but once this month, and then 
only went to afternoon prayers at the Ab- 
bey, and to breathe a mouthful of freſh 
air in the Park. I know not what would 
have become of them, had they fallen 
into leſs humane hands. 

My ſoul felt the alarm: it muſt be 
ſo: it was the petition of filial tender- 
neſs, that engaged all her faculties, and 
the conſciouſneſs of her poverty that in- 
cited her to fly from our inquiſitive 
ſight. | 
My countenance in ſome degree be- 
trayed the agitation I was thrown into, 
and good Mrs, Leeſon, from miſtaking 
the cauſe, beheld me with apparent ap- 
probation ; breaking out into a panegyric 
on the beauties of humanity, 

B 4 Imputed 
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lmputed merit wounds, but can never 
gratify the vanity of a rational being. 
Do you know any thing of their con- 
nections, Madam ? ſaid I. 
The ſtory is too long, retumed the 
Par ir woman, to give you at this 
JunEture : but heaven, my Lord, has be- 
ſtowed thoſe good things upon you, 
which, for wiſe purpoſes, it has denied to 
them; and from our abundance 
It was my wiſh, it was my intention, 
Madam, cried I, eagerly catching at the 
pleaſing intimation, will you condeſcend 
to become my ſteward ? they would pro- 
bably decline a favour from the young 
and gay; that your age, ex, and cha- 
racter would infallibly ſanctify. 
She received the gift, and extolled the 
giver : but all impreſhons, Hendon, are 
not ſterling : 1, indeed, compaſſionate 
the unhappy, and would relieve the in- 
digent, but to purchaſe the peace of 
ſuch a ſufferer, my life and fortune ſhould 
be equally devoted. | ©: 


I will 
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I will, faid ſhe, convey your benefaction 
by ſuch methods, and in ſuch propor- 
tions, as ſhall not only moſt effentially 
anſwer their exigencies, but beſt ſecure 
them from the dead weight of an unre- 
turnable obligation. | 
I played my cards fo diſcreetly, that 
the old Lady promiſes me I ſhall be 
an eye witneſs of the {ſweet effects of cha- 
rity and beneficence, as ſoon as the 
We ee ee 
away. 

You know I always viſit Mrs. Leeſon 
as a private perſon, nor am I ever pre- 
ee e eee Og 
Lord,“ or © your. Lordſhip.” 10 200n 

Every individual ought to be proper- 
ly attentive to their character, and tena- 
cious of their rank and privileges, to pre- 
vent degeneracy in the one, or neglect 
and infringement of the other, 

But in the hour of retirement, in the 
valuable intercourle of friendſhip, every 
bar ſhould be removed: nor have I ever 

By talted 
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taſted more true felicity, than in that 
honeſt familiarity this innocent deception 
has encouraged many worthy e to 
treat me with. 

Let me receive your congratulations by 
the next poſt : or I ſhall begin to ſuſpect 
you capable of that mean, that groveling 
paſſion, Envy.—Your purſuiis, poor ſoul, 
have ' attained a final termination; the 
nuptial preparations are already com- 
pleated. But you ſurely cannot become 
ſo ſurly a cur, as to deny your friend the 
pleaſures you have ſo ſneakingly denied 
yourſelf. | I ſhall impatiently expect your 
reply, as it will deſtroy or confirm my 
good opinton of you for ever. 


I am moſt affeQtionately, &c. 


CLERAGE, 


IrTrER 


Mio IDE Rr 


LETTEX II. 
Sir GRORCE HEN DON to Lord CLERAGE. . 


OUR Lordſhip's vivacity will never 
forſake you: but allow me to re- 
mind you, that you was born for nobler 
purpoſes, than merely amuſing yourſelf. 
I recollect the circumſtance you men- 
tion: ſubſcribe to every article of the 
Lady's lovelineſs, but utterly condemn 
your purſuit of her. Stop, I conjure you, 
and liſten to the dictates of honour and 
humanity. FL 

It was evident from her whole appear- 
ance, that ſhe was not only the bas. a 
but the lover of chaſtity. 

I have not ſo entirely forgot the prin- 
ciples by which I formerly governed my- 
felf, but I will acknowledge, that a young 
fellow is, in ſome degree, excuſable (tho 
by no means juſtifiable) when acceptmg 
the bold challenges, or ſofter mvitations of 
the forwardandthe vain: but where neither 
B 6 the 
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the one nor the other is conſpicuous, it 
is not only villainous to attempt, but 


Garing and inhuman. 


Look into the ſtreets, -my Lord, re- 
flect upon the ſtews. Does infamy want 
a reinforcement ? And is not wretched- 
nels already ſufficiently multiplied ? - 


But I will preſent you with a ſtill 
cloſer and more pathetic argument. 


The innocent deſerving creature you 
have now caſt your eye upon, is ſo pe- 
culiarly circumſtanced, that it is impoſſi- 
ble to deny her your tendereſt compaſ- 
hon. The iron-hand of poverty bears 
hard upon her. The tears of filial appre- 
henſion, to uſe your own expreſſions, yet 
bedew her cheeks. She is the only ſup- 


port of her mother's languiſhment, the 


only ſource of conſolation that remains 


for her on this fide the grave. Perhaps 
too, this worthy parent denves all her 
miſery from the unrelenting ſtroke of 
death ; the huſband, father, the comforta- 
ble proviſion were ſuddenly torn from her. 
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All theſe evils, my Lord, may never- 
theleſs be ſurmounted, unleſs you can be 
ſuch a Barbarian, as to _ an impedi- 
ment. ; 
Virtue, the more it is afflicted, the more 
it is depreſſed, at length breaks forth 
with redoubled luſtre ; but the rough 
blaſts of vice; the fatal ſhafts of ignomi- 
ny, can deprive even pleaſure of its 
charm, and affluence of 1 its various grati- 
fication. 

You and I noe now to ae to act 
the part of men: the boy may be giddy, 
the youth idly, nay cruelly, gay; but the 
man ſhould be ſuperior to both. 

One principle operates pretty equally 
through the whole ſpecies, ſelf- preſerva- 
tion. Shall I deſtroy my neighbour's 
peace, yet expect to ſecure my own ? 
Shall I rob him of his deareſt poſſeſſions, 
and no vengeful arm be Reetched out to 
deprive me of mine ? 

This morning's ſun was witnels to 


1 union with a woman I have long 
loved: 
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loved: I already begin to feel the in- 
juries I might ſuſtain in the perſon of 
my wife; and tremble leſt the puniſn- 
ment of my profligacies ſhould fall upon 
the head of my unborn poſterity. 

There are but few women of faſhion 
that would not be propitious to your ho- 
nourable addreſles ; ſeleft her, my Cle- 
rage, you think beſt merits your regard, 
and give yourſelf an honeſt claim to 
the bleſſings of ſociety. But the preſent 
moment is all you have to depend upon: 
the prejudice of education, the warmth 
of youth, and the witchcraft of vice, will 
prove too powerful for you, if once you 
behold her face again. She is an orna- 
ment to the creation ; an honour to her 
ſex. Spare her, therefore, as you wiſh 
tranquility to your own ſoul ; for as fuch 
an action could alone be perpetrated by 
the moſt infernal of monſters, fo no- 
thing leſs than the moſt infernal ſtings of 
conſcience, would be the conſequence. 
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I muſt conclude in your own words : 
I ſhall impatiently expect your anſwer to 
this ſerious epiſtle, as it will either de- 
{troy or confirm my good-opinion of you, 


for ever, and for ever. 


I am (conditionally only) yours, &c. 
G. HEN DO. 
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LETTER III. 


a 4 


Lord CLERAGE to ARTHUR Jon xsox, 
#£f. 


EAD the encloſed, Arthur, and tell 
me (for you are well acquainted with 
the occaſion of it) whether the ſurly Se- 
neca himſelf could have more ſeverely 
handled a wandering diſciple, than this 
Sir George Hendon, his harmleſs, tho 
hvely, friend. | 
One would actually think I-had not 


only concerted, but communicated a 
{ſcheme 
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ſcheme for carrying off the bewitching | 
Girl in the firſt inſtance; but pardon 
me, Sir Knight, your ear is not proper- 
ly conſtructed to receive ſo dangerous a 


piece of intelligence. 


Vou look a little too far into conſe- 
quences, with your queer apprehenſions 
for the perſon of your wife, and your 


unborn poſterity, to be the confidant of 


my amours, 
And yet the fellow would have n a 
very pretty fellow, undocumented by his 


ſentimental father and mother, whom. he 
perfectly idolized. Well: ſince he has 


now had the temerity to enter the matri- 
monial pale, it is the leſs to be regretted 
that his vivacity was always in a kind of 
ſanctified cloud. 

1 ̃çuwill rally him moſt handſomely, 
however, for this laſt ſtroke of wiſdom 


and conſcientiouſneſs, and as he is, with 


reſpect to our part in him totally defunR, 


I ſhall treat his all- inſtructive, his all- 


admoniſhing 
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el epiſtle, as coming from the 


GO Fields. 
I have ſo much buſineſs on my hands 


at preſent, that you mult be fatisfied with _ 


theſe few lines: which let me tell you, 
conſidering what they convey you from 
another quarter, will be no marvellous 
proof of your moderation. | 

You ſhall hear from me again ſo ſoon 
as I have worked out my introduction to 
the ſly n 

I am; &c. 


CLtRaGr, 


— 
LETTER IV. 
Mi/s LE FEVER 20 Miſs WixrEn, 


LL news, my Polly, foon reaches the 
unwelcome ear. 

You muſt, my dear, bid adieu to thoſe 
vain, though natural, hopes, that reports 
have been exaggerated. I thank you for 
| | your 
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your friendly wiſhes, your tender anxic- 
ty; and I am grieved (for your ſake) to 
tell you that they are equally unavailing. 
| It is now ſeveral days fince I have 
| been reduced to my original circum- 
= ſtances. I am no longer the favourite 
| companion, the 1dol of a woman of the 
| firſt rank: but ſtripped of every unbefit- 
| ting ornament, every aſſumed grace, 
__ dwindled into the little ſpruce houſe- wife, 
my mother's limited fortune and retired 
life, require I ſhould become. 
I do ſuſpect, notwithſtanding all your 
good: ſenſe, that I ſhall find you amongſt 
the number of my condoling friends. 
It is certainly a bitter calamity, ſay 
| you, for a young woman in the meri- 
= dian of her pride and vanity, to be tum- 
= bled from ſo delightful an eminence. 
. And muſt your Kitty Le Fever be ex- 
| poſed to thoſe ſhocks and mortifications 
that await the delicately bred, on a ſad | 
| reverſe of ſituation? now that ſuch a 
variety of methods have been practiſed to 
awaken 
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awaken ſenſibilities, that can exiſt only 
to torment her? Is it poſſible ſhe can 
ever reconcile herſelf to the cruel change? 
Or rather will not her future portion be, 
the ſighs of ambition, and the anguiſh of 
diſappointment ? 

Suppoſe we juſt hear what the young | 
woman has to ſay upon the occaſion. 

Born to the happy inheritance of health 
and chearfulneſs, and tenderly cheriſhed | 
by the beſt of parents, was not her in- 
fant ſtate peculiarly bleſſed. Perhaps it 
might have been no diſadvantage to her 
to have paſſed her days in the filence of 
retreat : but where is the evil from whence 
good may not be extracted? 9 

Had ſhe not breathed the however 
dangerous air of greatneſs, might ſhe not 
have formed a falſe notion of its influence? 
might ſhe not have imbibed that vulgar 
error, that greatneſs is alone the walk of 
happineſs? and fatally quarrelling with 
the ſubſtance, have purſued the empty 


ſhade. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Le Fever's relationſhip (tho 1 
believe only in the fifth generation to La- 
dy Catherine Oldham) was the primitive 
cauſe of her Ladyſhip's attachment to her 


little name-ſake. 


She indeed thought proper to fly out 


ſomewhat extravagantly on the matrimo- 


nial tranſgreſſion of her couſin (though 


you yourſelf muſt acknowledge that to 
marry a poor officer, the deſcendant of a 
refugee, was a tranſgreſſion of the moſt 
flagrant nature) nevertheleſs, upon due 
conceſſions, and the birth of the bantling 
in queſtion, ſhe received the whole family 


once more into her gracious favour, and 


become SOIC fond of the laſt addi- 


tion to it. 


Kitty Le Fever was now about three 


years old, and in poſſeſſion of all thoſe 
winning arts that ſteal upon the tenderly 


diſpoſed, when her father's regiment was 
ordered abroad. 


Mrs. Le Fever (poor romantic ſoul, as 
Lady Catherine ſtiled her) was in the 
bittereſt 
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| bittereſt diſtreſs; her huſband, and ad 
child dividing her heart. 

To ſuffer the man ſhe loved to en- 
counter dangers or difficulties, the was 
unwilling to participate, was incompati- 
ble with her character; and to diſſuade 
him from his duty, too unworthy an at- 
tempt for her to engage in. Vet her 
Kitty, what muſt become of her? could 
ſhe bear the fatigues of the ſea, and the 
alarming effects change of climate too 
frequently produce in the conſtitution, 
or with whom could ſhe intruſt fo preci- 
ous a charge, if ſhe could even prevail 
upon herſelf and huſband to leave her 
behind. 

I love to recollect the firſt impreſſions 
I received of parental attention. Her 
Lady{hip would often relate the particu- 
lars of their departure as a winter's-tale, 
and you muſt have patience with my re- 
petition of it, as well as many other cir- 
cumſtances that now ſuggeſt themſelves in 


my prelent melancholy humour, 


Lady 
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Lady Catherine took this opportunity 
to evince that her friendſhip was not 
merely profeſſional : ſhe entertained the 
little Kitty during a ſeven years ſepara- 
tion from thoſe near and dear relations 
with the utmoſt kindneſs, nor had ſhe 
ever the ſlighteſt reaſon to remember her 
loſs. 

Mr. and Mrs: Le Fever once more revi- 
ſited their native country : but how ſhall 
I deſcribe the raptures of their daughter's 
heart, when ſhe embraced them : love 
and gratitude ſhe had long been exerciſed 
in, but filial tenderneſs was an exertion of 
the ſoul beyond what ever ſhe had expe- 
rienced. 

Lady Catherine grew jealous, and Kit- 
ty was obliged to diſſemble what it was 
impoſſible for her to feel, a ſimilar affec- 
tion for her Ladyſhip, with that ſhe bore 
her natural parents. 

Her puniſhment, however, followed 
bard upon her crime. The regiment was 
again removed into the North, and as 

Lady 
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Lady Catherine was unwilling to part 
with her favourite, ſhe did not dare to 
propoſe leaving her: but languiſhed out 
many hours in ſorrow and mortification, 
which ſhe was ſuppoled to employ in the 
greateſt gatety. 

Another ſeven years cal when 
poor Mr. Le Fever—can I write it ?— 


poor Mr. Le Fever in defending a fort, 


left his own family defenceleſs he died 
upon the ſpot - and I furvived to tell it. 

My mother (for I can now no longer 
ſpeak in the ſecond perſon, drooped and 
deſponded. Lady Catherine pitied her — 
but pity alone was inſufficient to alleviate 
her afflictions. 

Thirty pounds a year is certainly a 
ſmall pittance for two perſons to ſubſiſt 
upon. I was nevertheleſs ſo unequal to 
beholding my mother's declining tate, 


without flying to her ſupport ; that I 


uttered fome diffatisfattory complaints 
againſt her Ladyſhip for wiſhing to detain 
me. 8 | 


Words 


eee eee ee. — — — 
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Words cannot paint her rage. She 
fetched down her Will, read the contents 
aloud, and then burnt it before my face. 
The proviſion ſhe had made for me 
was noble, was greatly generous, but 
could not have preſerved my dear mo- 
ther's life, and I chearfully forego it. 
| Beſides violent as her diſpoſition is, might 
ſhe not have acted the ſame part on any 
other provocation? We will think no 
more of 1t. | 
I am now under a ſweet maternal 
roof, two little rooms, indeed, are all we 
can boaſt at preſent ; but I have health, 
I have ingenuity, and who knows not 
the happy effects of honeſt induſtry. 

I ſhall at worſt be ſheltered from all 
unworthy reproaches of obligations, I ne- 
ver ſought to incur, and can never repay : 
I ſhall be exempt from a repetition of the 
cruel treatment I have ſo lately ſuſtained : 
and though a coach and fix, with every 
fuitable appendage is no longer within 
my reach, if I can but be inſtrumental ta 


* 
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the ſoftening my dear mother's cares, and 
re-eſtabliſhing her. health, I ſhall never 
regret the ſtep I have taken. 

I have now no friend left but yourſelf. 
How is the circle contracted? But every 
other attachment was of her Ladyſhip's 

forming, and will conſequently periſh 
with her departed favour. | 

Write ſoon my good Girl, and believe 
me to be with the warmeſt affection, 

Yours, &c. 
C. LE LEVER. 


LETTER V. 
Miſs WINTER to Miſs LE Fever. 


Y great and good Girl, do but per- 

ſevere in your reſignation and for- 
titude, and I ſhall be mote proud of your 
friendſhip in your humble, than moſt ex- 
alted ſituation, 


Cc 55 But 
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But I fear it will be impoſſible for 
you with all your prudence, your amia- 
ble ſentiments, to avoid many inconveni- 
ences and mortifications. The world, 
my dear, will never permit ſuch an ob- 
ject to glide on uninterruptedly : the men 
will admire, the women envy, and you 

| Ae ſuffer for both. | 
Beſides, I am convinced you are the 
moſt unfit perſon on earth to ſtruggle 
through life: you have too much gene- 
rolity, too great condeſcenſion: and will 
be ever falling a prey to low, cunning, and 
tte minded deceit: thoſe that cannot de- 
ſcend to ſuſpicion, will ever be betrayed. 
That you had but formed ſome uſe- 
ful connexion, before this evil hour 
reached you: ſo lovely, ſo abundant- 
ly meritorious, it is aſtoniſhing that you 
have not met with ſome happy op- 
portunity of fixing your fortune ; though 
believe me, I would much rather know 
you miſerable in a ſingle, than a married 
ſituation 3. 
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Gtuation ; for the latter calamity extin- 
guiſhes even hope itſelf. 

Were I a man — Well: we will not 
talk of impoſſibilities—but I am verily of 
opinion, that was you to beſtow your- 
ſelf otherwiſe than to my approbation, I 
ſhould be tempted to renounce my petti- 
coats, to puniſh the wretch of wretches 
that could be capable of under-valuing 
ſuch a woman. | 

How philoſophically you treat of that 
ne plus ultra (as my father calls it) of 
every other individual, yclepid riches, It 
is true, indeed, as Dr. Young obſerves, 
% We can neither dig peace nor virtue 
© from the mine; yet we can make but 
an ill ſhift, my friend, without a proper 
degree of this ſame pelt. 

Had her Ladyſhip—her time was not 
come, however, and you have been 
permitted to fall before her; to fill up the 
meaſure of her cruelty, 

I know not what I write : any thing 
to relieve the oppreſſed mind, 


* | You 
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Vou ingenious? who is more ſo ? but 


muſt you be induſtrious in even the laſt 


the moſt mortifying ſenſe of the word ? 
let no one then hereafter repine at the 
operations of fortune - once at the top, 
the rapid turn with enſue. | 
Come and live in the county ; ; money 
I have none; my father, poor gentleman, 
loves it a little too well to intruſt it to 


my ſlippery fingers: but then I abound 


in the good things of the earth, vegeta- 
bles, poultry, nay, even joints of meat 
are in my power: I would engage to 


furniſh you a plentiful table, and for 


cloaths, your mother's noble 1 2 muſt 
ſupply them. 

O how do I honor the mad-brained 
ſon of Philip, for his generous attention 
to the ſurviving relations of his brave 
Macedonians. | 

I own it is not poſſible to provide for 
the wives and children of every man that 
may be taken off in his majeſty's ſervice : 
but when ſo jinguler a character as Captain 

Le Fever's 
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Le Fever's falls under the public cogni- 
zance, whoſe approved valour, probity, 
and very many virtues, both martial and 
ſocial, together with the cloſing action of 
his exiſtence, muſt have ſo abundantly 
endeared to every heart; I cannot but won- 
der that from common juſtice and common 
policy, his family are permitted to ſhrink 
into poverty and obſcurity, when tlie 
moſt extenſive advantages might be de- 
rived from a contrary conduct. 

That a Sovereign 1s (or ought to be) 
the father of his people, you yourſelf will 
not attempt to deny: but tell me, is it 
conſiſtent with the paternal nature, to 

ſuffer the tender, and moſt deſerving 
branches of his poſterity to wither and | 
decay. 

I could purſue the ſubject much far- 
ther, but am ſenſible it would be to little 
purpoſe : for the patriotic ſpirit you have 
ever poſſeſſed, will not only incite you to 
acquit your father's Royal Maſter of all 
blame, but to conſider what I have al- 

C3 ready 
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ready ſaid, as merely the enthuſiaſin of 
friendſhip. Take this, nevertheleſs, from 
me, my ſweet Girl, that had the Engliſh 
Court, like the great Pharamond's, a gate 
for the unhapoy, and was ſuch a fa- 
vourite as Eucrate, next the Britiſh 
throne, Captain Le Fever's widow ſhould 
not be compelled to hide her head in a 

mean lodging, nor be reduced to accept 
the donations of charity. | 

Our Squire is upon the whole a good 
decent being; there was a time though, 

when Rome was Rome, my Kitty, that I 
would not have matched Captain Le Fe- 
ver's moſt accompliſhed daughter, with 
the beſt Squire of them all. But you 
muſt now over-look his want of refine- 
ment. He is honeſt, well-natured, and 
humane : a little too fond of rural ſports ; 

but you may, I doubt not, tame him to 
your will. 

I am ſerious in what I mentioned with 
reſpe to you coming into the country: 
do you think I would refuſe ſuch an 

oller 
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offer at your hands. Pride is in ſome in- 
ſtances, I grant you, a virtue, but here it 
would be the moſt intolerable of vices, 
Will you know famine, whilſt I enjoy 
abundance ? do not make my plenty a 
curſe, which it will prove without your 


participation. 


I will not forego my requeſt, my in- 
junction: it ſhall be the teſt of our 
friendſhip, and we will be either wholly 
united, or wholly ſeparated. 

I ſend this by a young gentleman you 


have not ſeen ſince you was three years 


old. | | 
He has been bred to the church, which 


is certainly a misfortune, where great in- 


— 


genteel proviſion. 


tereſt, or a handſome patrimony are out 
of the queſtion. 
Young Leceiſter's caſe is, indeed, a ſin- 


gular one; his father notwithſtanding 


he could not be ignorant of his own cir- 
cumſtances ; brought both him and a 
daughter up with the expectation of a 


C 4 Mi. 
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MNMiſs Leceiſter is ſeveral years older 
than her brother, and was on the point 
of being married to a very worthy perſon 
in the neighbourhood, when her father's 
death gave an- unfortunate aſpect to all 


their affairs. 

The old gentleman pit giving his 
daughter fourteen hundred pounds, upon 
the ſtrength of which, and his own equi- 
valent capital, the intended huſband was 
admitted into a very advantageous part- 
nerſhip, and the wedding was to have 
been celebrated the enſuing week. be 

Inſtead of which happy event, beſides 
the loſs of an indulgent father, they had 
the affliction to find upon a valuation of 
His effects, that after ſatisfying the credi- 
tors, there would not remain above five 
hundred pounds for each of the children. 

The diſtreſs of the lovers, and in fact 
the whole family, is not to be deſcribed. 
The generous brother, however, hit 


upon an expedient to anſwer all their 


wiſhes (his _ and ſiſter's happineſs 
| being 
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being dearer to him than his on, he 
mortgaged Mrs. Leceiſter's jointure, or 
at leaſt his reverſion in it for a thouſand 
pounds, added the ſtipulated two hun- 
dred out of the miſerable five, and paid 
it into the partner's hands before any 
creature was even appriſed of his inten- 
tion. He then obliged his mother and 
ſiſter (as caſh run very low with them) 
to accept an equal diviſion of what re- 
mained : and having beſtowed the one 
agreeable to her defires, and ſeen the 
other comfortably ſituated : with one 
hundred pounds in his pocket, and one 
of the beſt hearts in the kingdom in his 
boſom, he is coming to London upon 
the recommendation of a friend or two 
to procure himſelf an humble curacy. 

I am ſatisfied you will entertain him 
kindly, as well on his own, as my ac- 
count. He has great merit, and an en- 
gaging perſon: but as his proſpetts are 
lo unfavourable, your approbation of 
him mult be tempered with diſcretion. | 

0 5 Adieu 


— —— — — — — 
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Adieu my ſweet Girl You remem- 
ber my reſolution —all—or nothing — 


maſt T then. be for crer renounced ? 
I am, &. 
WINTER. 
LETTER VI. 


„ 


Miſs Lz Fever 7 Miſs WixTzs, 


dear mother has been fo ſeverely 
afflicted for this fortnight paſt, 
that it was impoſſible for me to beſtow 
a moment's attention upon any other ob- 
je, however tenderly beloved. Sw” 
Mrs. Stubbs, the good gentlewoman in 
whoſe houſe we are ſituated, undertook 
to ſend you a few lines, to prevent your 
miſtaking the cauſe of my filence : I hope 
they have anſwered the deſired purpoſe. 
I have had much both to learn and un- 
learn at this trying period: the fine lady, 
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and the uſeful member of ſociety are very | 
oppoſite characters. 

My prayers have been graciouſly accept- 
* my endeavours. bleſſed to the utmoſt, 
and my dear mother is e ſa 
from the very verge of the grave. 

Some little fatigues, ſome anxious 
watchings will ever attend the bed of 
ſickneſs — but the weak, yet expreſlive 
preſſure of the feeble hand —the grateful. 
ly intelligent langour of the uplifted eye— 
and the half articulate aſſurances that our 
vigilance is ſoothing to the beloved ſuf- 
ferer, is more than ample compenſation. 
My mother lives, my Polly: lives to 
thank her child for the offices, the aſſidui- 
ties ſhe had a right to command, and 
you, who are all ſenſibility and tender- 
neſs, can alone judge of my feelings. 

She is now in a {ſweet ſlumber : peace 
and ſoft repoſe do not diſdain to viſit 
the humble roof. Lady Catharine, Lady 
Catharine, I hope they have not fled from 
you to us. | 


C6 But 
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But this moment is my own : my mo- 
ther is happy; and I will be playful: 


move on, therefore, my pen, with unuſual 


rapidity ; for I have much to communi- 
cate by thy means, to the heart of my 


friend. I will, in the firſt place, how- 


ever, ſpeak to the principal get of your 


letter. 


And is there no other alternative ? ac- 
cept your propoſal, or forfeit your attach- 


ment! Then thus we break hands! and 
conſign every remembrance of our long 
continued friendſhip to oblivion ! 

O Polly, Polly, how ſtrangely are you 
deceived in your preſent calculation ? 

You ſee the tremendous characters 
above written, are no blacker than the 
Teſt; nor ſhould they prove offenſive to 
your fight, would they be more diffi- 
cult to eraſe ? but, be aſſured, that thoſe 
that are traced out in the ſoul, are of {6 
different a nature, that though they may 


be painfully retained, they are indelible. 


TH Friend- 


— 
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Friendſhip, like love, is not free from 
ſome little exceſſes and inconſiſtences. A 
moſt eligible ſcheme, truly, have you 
plann'd : turn thief, for your friend, and 
reduce her to the criminal ſtandard of a 
receiver of ſtolen goods. | 
I muſt have the ſuperiority, I find: 
at preſent, if we let you tell the ſtory, 


you are a mere pigmy to me in goodneſs: 


and was I capable of accepting your kind- 


ly intended (though, certainly, moſt ro- 
mantic, offer) it is pretty evident on which 
ſide the balance would incline. | 

I think I can affirm, that, as far as 
your actual property extended, I would 
not ſcruple to be obliged : but you muſt 
not over-reach yourſelf. 

' Beſides we are not ſo deſtitute of the 
means of ſubſiſtence, as you imagine: 
a twenty pound Bank-note was conveyed 
to us by the Penny-poſt, in the hour of 
our greateſt need, but where to place the 
obligation, we are utterly 1gnorant. 


I had 
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I had many noble friends; but I con- 


cluded that all was at an end between 


them and me, when I withdrew myſelf, 
though on ſo juſtifiable, nay ſo indiſpen- 
ſible an occaſion, from my once tender 
benefactreſs. O had ſhe but been either 
uniformly cruel, or uniformly kind, my 


heart had been ſpared the acuteſt pangs. 


J intended to have laughed with you, 
or rather at you, by placing your honeſt 
generous propoſal in a juſt point of view: 
but ſeriouſneſs has ſeized the reign, and 
reflection will have its hour. 

Once more I am yours. 


1 cannot enter upon the tender ſubject | 


relative to that high claim, to confidera- 
tion you fo warmly impute to my mo- 
ther and me. It is, my dear, in more 
reſpects than one, a truly tender ſubject. 
But to ſilence you in an eſſential de- 
gree, turn your eyes to Lady Catherine 
Oldham. From her I might have ex- 
pected a mitigation of the too common 
1 te of the field. She is not ſurrounded by 
num- 


| — — 
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numberleſs ſolicitations ; ſhe is not liable 
to be impoſed upon by falſe reports: 
nor is ſhe inſenſible of the diſqualifica- 
tion I have derived immediately from her 
indulgence, to ſuſtain the calamities, to 
which ſhe has both driven and abandoned 
me, | 

' You muſt not, thus, my dear Polly, 


enervate the mind that is already too 


weak, by theſe heart-wounding ſug- 
geſtions. | 

I am again unable to proſecute my 
deſign: and it is your fault, at this mo- 
ment, that I experience the full recollec- 
tion of all my misfortunes, 

I muſt chide you for once ſuſpecting 
that a change of circumſtances can have 
produced ſo unworthy a change in my 
ſentiments, as to prompt me to accept of 


a man (if he had an opportunity, and was 


inclined to offer himſelf ) that you would 

ever have heſitated to propoſe to me. 
Matrimony is an affair, that I have 

hitherto beſtowed but little attention up- 
120 on 
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on: the men, or at leaſt the generality 
of all thoſe I have ever yet been acquaint- 
ed with, kindly furniſhing me with a ſtrong 
_ antidote to approving them; for they 
have been pleaſed to find me ſo Farr, that 
they have treated me like a fool. 
I have, this day however, been caſt a 
ſecond time, in the way of a young gen- 


| tleman, that vouchſafes to converſe with 


me in the ſtile of nature and common- 
ſenſe. There is a polite eaſe, yet a plea- 
ſing ruſticity, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, 
in his figure and deportment : and I own 
his addreſs is particularly agreeable to me. 

Perhaps it may not be difficult for you to 
gueſs the man. 

I thought you had been better ac- 
quainted wit2 human-nature, than to ex- 
pect diſcretion in a girl of eighteen. You 
largely commend the bearer of your 
much valued letter, yet would preſcribe 
| the narroweſt limits to my approbation 
of him. 


Ought 
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Ought you not to have conſidered how 
unfit the ſeaſon of forrow and ſoftneſs to 
reſiſt tender impreſſions. 

The firſt time Mr. Leceiſter came to 
our lodgings, he was ſhewn into the 
dining-room, before I was even aPP! iſed 
of his arrival. 

He told Mr. Stubbs's vated that he 
| brought a letter from one Miſs Winter, 
which ſhe had enjoined him to deliver 
into no one's hands, but her friend Miſs 
Le Fever's. 

I would not pay fo ill a compliment 
to your injunctions, as not to comply 
with them; but my features were diſor- 
dered, and my dreſs exceptionable; my 
mother's alarming condition, had called 
forth many tears, and my heart was re- 
plete with unutterable affliction. 

I appeared before him: his countenance 
befpoke the humanity of his nature. 

I had no conception, Madam, faid he, 
that my viſit was fo ill-timed. I have 
long been a near neighbour of Miſs Win 

ter's 


7 
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ters and on my coming to London, ſhe 
was ſo kind as to intruſt me with a let- 
ter to procure me an introduction with 
her ſecond ſelf. 

The beſt of mother's, Sir, returned I, 
in the beſt manner I was able, I am 
upon the point of being ſeparated from 
the moſt valuable of mothers. You will 
excuſe my reception of you: the preſent 
you bring me intitles you to every civili- 
ty in my power. I have not been able 
myſelf, to make my friend privy to my 
miſerable apprehenſions: but ſhe knows 
them by this time from another hand, 


ſince you left the country, perhaps. 


He faithfully promiſed to let me ſee 
him at ſome other period; and left me 
with apparent commiſeration. 

I have been lately informed that not 
one day paſſed without his applying to 
the ſervant for intelligence concerning us: 
and he no ſooner learnt that my mother 
was out of danger, than he ſent in his 
name, and beſt congratulations ; and be- 


fore 
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fore the end of the week made a perſonal 
preſentation of them with great politeneſs. 

I believe he ſtaid near two whole 
hours: his converſation was pleaſing and 
judicious : no lightneſs, no filly adula- 
tion; upon my word I have not been fo 
agreeably entertained, ſince I converſed 
with yourlelt. 

But he is not rich, you ſay, and, chirp, 


fore, I am to keep diſcretion for ever in 
view : and what have riches to do, I be- 
ſeech you, with the perſon, difpoſition, 
or underſtanding. He 1s a gentleman by 
his profeſſion : and the fewer favours he 
can boaſt from fortune, the more tuitable 
acquaintance he is for me. 

I own my education has rendered me 
ſomewhat nice in the choice of my com- 
pany. The goſlip's tale, rude mirth, or 
noiſy ignorance, would ſtrike harſh upon 
my ear. But it cannot be neceſſary for 
me to endure ſuch violences. Women 
in a private fituation have it always in 
their power, at lealt, to be alone: and 

_ ome 
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ſome ſmall induſtry in conjunction with 


the humble certainty we are poſſeſſed of, 
may ſupport us at once above want and 
meannels. 

We are extremely happy in one part 
cular. | An old friend of Mrs. Stubb' 8, 
Lady of family and fortune, has 
theſe eighteen years paſt occupied the firft 


apartments in her houſe. * You cannot 


imagine the kindneſs ſhe has ſhewn us. 
She has frequently relieved my watchings 
in the day time, and furniſhed us with 
many comfortable articles: nor ſhould I 
have been able to devote even a ſingle 
half hour to Mr. Leceiſter, notwithſtand- 
ing all his civility, 1tſhe had not condeſcend- 
ed to ſupply my place as head nurſe. 
Two gentlemen have already pretended 
that obtaining the favour of my, hand was 
their higheſt ambition. I muſt beware of 


the third. The merits of your friend, 


Polly, are almoſt irreſiſtible. 
The firſt was much older than myſelf, 
illiterate, yet vain of his own endowments, 


The 


-= 
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The ſecond, as unexceptionable as the 
generality of his ſex, but my heart would 
never incline towards him. 


Lady Catherine very willingly admitted 


my objections to the one, nor once con- 


demned my indifference for the other. 
But the truth was, ſhe loved herſelf bet- 
ter than either of them, and did not wiſh | 
to part with me. 

Should Mr. Leceiſter be diſpoſed to 
make the third, where would now be the 
impediment ? Would not his behaviour, 
as a child and brother, be an undeniable 
ſecurity for his behaviour as a huſband ; 
you need not, however, apprehend any 
danger from our connexion : I can dif- 
tinguiſh, I will approve his worth; but 
my mind 1s too equal to experience the 
violence of any paſſion. 

Take this memorandum along with 
you, Mrs. Mary, though, that you 
yourſelf have caſt the ſnare, and if I 
ſhould * to be unfortunately en- 


tangled, 
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tangled, you could not refuſe your ten- 


dereſt compaſſion, to yours, &c. 
C. Lx F EVER, 


Lin: T renn V. 
Sir Baden HN DON to Lord CLERAOR. 


Hrusicar unkind Clerage, to ſend 
me ſuch an epiſtle: “ ſenſible as 


you are, how ill my friendſhip could 


ſupport the loſs of yours. 

You are not, you cannot be a delibe- 
rate villain : and mean to protect, what 
I apprehended you meant to betray. 

Our correſpondence ſhall not be inter- 
rupted. George Hendon lives, in ſpite 
of all your raillery : lives to demand his 
wonted entertainment : the exertion of 
your lively humour. 

Do I not recolle& a thouſand inſtances 


of your greatneſs of ſoul, your humanity 


* This a0 does not appear. 


and 
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and generoſity. I am not miſtaken : you 
play off your vivacity merely to amuſe 
yourſelf, and deſerved an eulogium, in- 
ſtead of reprehenſiou. 

Go on, my noble friend, but remem- 


ber how many eyes look up to you for 


an example, how many hearts beat high 
with the expectation of your not only in- 
heriting, but practiſing the virtues - of 
your anceſtors, and then tell me if your 
actions and ſentiments ought not to cor- 
reſpond. 

Never addreſs me again with ſuch 
odious ſtiffneſs : leave Sir George Hen- 
don to a formal flattering world : and do 
not forego your valuable familiarity. 
You are a very young, but I do believe, a 
very honeſt fellow: and as ſuch you will 
ever find me your warmeſt friend, &c. 


G. Wan 


LETTER 
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L ETTER VIII. 
Lord CIERAGE to Sir GEORGE Hawperx. 


Ho! have I then laſhed you into 
repentance ? *tis well: and you 


ſhall find I can be gracious : nor will I 


ſuffer my wrath to out-live your pro- 
voking ſpirit. 

1 begin to think that cufiolty i is not 
only born with us, but that it is the 
laſt ſurviving paſſion of our nature. 


* 


Levity, vanity, folly, the ſmall por- 


tion, I mean, George, that you poſſeffed 
of each of them, bled on your marriage- 
—_—— 7 | | 


(provided it had the reputation of being 


a harmleſs one) inſtantly upon your re- 


conciling yourſelf to Hymen, wage your 
pen againſt every ſpecies of gallantry: 
yet are the inquiſitive impulſes of your 
ſoul apparently unſubdued. 

1 Con- 


þ "EN 
n 


You who a few months ago was quite 
as ready as your friend, to head a frolic 


| 


} 
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Continue to entertain you, is your mo 
deſt demand, with the exertion of my 


lively humour: or in other words, you 


cannot ſuppreſs your deſire of being in- 
formed of my flights and fancies; from a 


double motive; firſt,: that-your have na- 


turally an itching ear after my wrong-head- 


ed, rattling concerns; and, ſecondly, that 


it is the only means of your picking up 


freſhi matter of condemnation, with re- 
ſpect to my conduct and principles. Is 
not this the fact? and yet, as your ex- 


travagant demand happens to correſpond 
with my own inclination, it ſhall be com- 


plied with: for I muſt confeſs, that my 
diſcoveries (and I have made ſuch as will 
aſtoniſh you, or you are not the fellow I 
take you for) are but half e when 


uncommunicated. 


Lou have heard of Captain Le Feeder, 


how bravely he fell, in defending: a fort 
in the North. This fly deceiver, this all 
lovely Girl, this honour to her own ſex 


yu epithet) and bane of ours (mine 
D ; G 
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George, every man in his way, you know 


z; no other than his unfortunate daugh- 


ter. How: many difficulties did he not 
cape with? but we will not diſturb his 
 warthy aſhes. | A glorious death termina- 
ted a valuable life; and the beſt monu- 
ment we can erect to his memory, is to 
Preſerve his nes remains from periſh- 
. 11 
| n ſee my i at this 
moment undeformed by vicious hopes, 
and wholly intent upon reſtoring this fallen 
family to their proper condition 
I muſt have an interview with her. I 
muſt be indulged, as good Mrs. Leeſon 
phraſes it, with one half hours converſa- 
tion. I may ſurely preſume to admire 


baer (though I confeſs I have no intention, 


at preſent, to make a ſacriſice of my 


liberty) do not burſt out upon me with 


ſuch violence: is there n6 medium then ? 
matrimony or ſeduction will neceſſarily 
be the conſequence of our meeting: be 
it ſo: ſor, whatever Wen I will not 

| compel 
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compel myſelf ip mu wy n 
ſolution. 

1 3 120 nech ungum⸗ 
monly genteel in her; the Simpleton, to 
conceive that A plain dreſs, which is the 
beſt ornament of a beautiful woman, old 
in any degree conceal her;pertethons : but 
it is impoſſible for you to dave an idea 
of the hard terms on Which I am to ob- 
tain my introduction: nothing in natute 
was ever more unreaſonable. 
They have taken a, lodging in the 
country, and I am required patientiy o 
wait, for their return to town, before 
have ſbe pleaſure of becoming acquainted 
vich them. ©. Mrs. Le. Feyer's ſpirits are 
too weak to admit of the company of 
ſtrangers, and a nat or r weeks * 

foon paſs a yy 6 mom 12 cows 

When. People come to be er 
George, or arrive at the ancient period 
Mrs. Leeſon has attained, how ſagely, 
how calmly do. they judge of things; but 
it is no * taſk in the * of the 
| D 2 blood 
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blood to ſubſcribe to ſuch mortifying ſen- 
timents: yet this is not only required of 
your friend, but he muſt alſo reſtrain 
_  chimſelf from every appearance of diſatiſ- 
faction; leſt the good old Lady ſhould 
2 alarm, and for ever exdude him as 
= remeniber to hgve len the ſivect Girl 
ith that | flinty hearted Lady” Catherine 
before 1 went SI but the wats mere 
wu then. N F 
What a aten wa engl Apoll 
tion her delicate Ladyſhip poſſeſſes! ſhe 
v not to be intreated: She brought her 
up from her earlieſt infancy ; ſpared no 
expence in her education; careſſed, en- 
 couraged, protected her, until this critical 
juncture, hah! Hendon, when ſhe has 
thrown her upon a wide, ungenerous, un- 
pitying world; and under circumſtances 
'to0,” that any man, beſides myſelf, would 
rejoice in. — 
But no, Miſs Le Fever, your father's 
blood ſhall not be ſhed in vain: it was in 
q my 
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my defence he fought, it was my property 
he ſecured from the enemy's graſp: he 
has procured me eaſe and tranquility, and 
his darling child wall find a ſheltering 
Thus every Ar of the community 
ought to conſider thoſe who died to defeat 
the attempts of the inyader; andthegreater 
the benefit, the greater the ty⸗e. 
Had ſhe been any other female, you 
might have trembled for her ſafety, but 
poor, honeſt, brave Le Fever's daughter 
thall find her ſecurity in her very name. 
Farewell, thou clumſy advocate for vir» 
tue: and 1 me er for er 
friend, &c. it 1 2 
EE bed Yb 05 107 cler. 
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MES, my dear, are nidnterfaly; 


randy, mY en 
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| Meafere reſtored, and ſmiling peace once 
a 05 mar to dan upon us. | 

We are now at Kenſington for the air, 
and I do affure Yo Mr. Leceiſter is our 
conſtant viſitant; I really ſuſpect, to deal 
fairly by you, chat he is ſome few de. 
. friendly than I could wiſhl. 

"My mother expreſſes her good liking " 
him, in thE' higheſt terms: © fo modeſt, 
* ſo ſincere : bulieve we, Kitty, he is no 
common chaiacter: and as thoſe poſ- 
*- ſeſſions are leſs frequent, ſo they ought 
„to be the more abtindantly/ciltivated 
in a maſculine breaſt. 

But do not conclude that I ant abſo- 
lutely taken in: I indeed like him better 
thatr any other perſon I have yet met 


with for many reaſons; though by no 


means in love with him, I do aſſure you. 
Mrs. Leeſon has done us the favour to 
look in upon us many times; ſhe, is a 


charming woman : I hope there are many 


ſuch for the ſake of other unfortunate 
who conceive themſelves marked out for 
peculiar. vengeance. Afflic- 


4 
f 
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Afflictions and diſappointments are'the 
* lot of humanity: yet there are few 


that have not many things to be thankful 


for, tho' they may have many to be 
diſatisfied with: and thoſe who complain 
ſo loudly of an unequal diſtribution of 
good and « evil, do not properly attend to 
the various changes, and wonderful turns 
life affords. n 

If Mr. Leceiſter ſhould be ſo Buse 
but he can never intend fuch 4 Hing, His 
circumſtances are almoſt as limitted as 
my own; and 1 Rave been too wel red — | 
be capable of making a notable wife. 
© Twill, however, hide nothing from a 
he has, my dear, been very particular ma- 
ny times, and I have this afternoon en- 
gaged myſelf to walk with bim into the 
gardens. f 

Shall I truſt myſelf ? it is an enchant- 
ing ſpot; a ſecond Arcadia; and may, 
too probably, contribute to harmonize 
our ſouls, Love is the offspring of ſoft 
delight ; ; and I think I will not raſhly 
D 4 tempt 
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tempt my fate: yet ho e to re- 
tract from my word. 
He is come my Polly, — 9 my 
promiſe, nor can L¹ n to ue 
fulfilling it. en Bn 

It was not vanity, my dear Girl, but 
well-grounded apprehenſion that would 
have reſtrained my giddy ſteps. Yet the 
declaration was neither engendered by that 
incident, nor would have been much 
longer ſuppreſſed, if that had been totally 
ayoided. 

J cannot look par ona ad 
behaviour, without mortification : nor 
forward to the proſpects that now 
break in upon me without diſmay. The 
loves, the graces, the little dimpling Cu- 
| pids have nothing to do with poverty: 
and who but the abſurd or frantic ever 
facrifice to a pennyleſs Hymen. 
I know not what I ſaid, I was ſo utter- 
ly. confounded, but I fancy my coun- 
tenance was not wy diſcouraging. 


8 5 There 


- There . ee * any 8 


in the acquaintance: for as to the 
bare mention of n it muſt be 


far enough diſtant. _ Ol 
There is a romantic © generoſity, an ex- 
travagant portion. of. ſenſibility, as , you- 
once. obferyed, in my compoſition, that 
will be my bane. But I could not bear 
to torture a worthy heart ; nor could L 
ever accept a haughty hand. a alt 
The generality of mankind are 100 nar- 
row in their ſentiments for me to chuſe 
to owe them an obligation: and though 
Lam not for a hovel, yet a bare compe- 
tence, and the man. I love, would be 
my higheſt. ambition. Mr. Leceiſter' J 
education is unexceptionable: my pride 1s, 
in every reſpect, gratiſied: his perſon 1 55 
agreeable ; F his manner engaging; and I 
do ſuſpect we were born for each other, 
unleſs you can have the cruelty: to forbid! 
the banns. 
af 01 I am yours, &c.. 
AT bon LI Frvxx. s 
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8 1997 „Friend! the! morning 061% brings 
en the Untätisfying day! * the day 4 heavi- 
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how irreſtrainable thy power, and ex- 


re thy influence upon the human 


mind? It is thou that accelerates or retards 
the moments as they paſs: from thee the 

folpefts derive their beauty or defottnity, 
and mufic itfelf is more or leſs delightful, 
4s thou art pleaſed to convey it to the ear, 


What a ſpace, what an eternity Has 


on e poor 1 , ppeared to your un⸗ 


ly. Tacceeded by the gloomy evening, 

which at length gives Place to the Uke 
POO gf. mal of 
Win Miſs Le Feber 1 find things 8 
quite otherwiſe : her mother's returning 


health, communicates gladneſs to her 


heart ; | a, you may, depend upon it, ir- 


=: 14.1 reſiſtible 
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reſiſtible vivacity to her eyes: but ſhe is 
Le Fever's daughter, Goorge, and 1 
have nothing to fear. 

You cannot imagine what * 
ing terms good Mrs. Leeſon and I are 
upon: on my word, ſhe is no ineli- 
gible companion. I was always ſenſi- 
ble that ſhe was a woman of excel- 
lent” underſtanding : but ſeventy,” you 
muſt allow, was an Gan 
twenty - three. 0 

That every young ame was 
but as ſober and judicious: what 
* ſtronger proof eee 
than being capable of ſpending hole 
© afternoons in Tatidnal-converſation; no 
cards, no dice no bottle, no idle jeſts: 
few would believe the report, was it to 
* * bepublicly made I od noi gent 

No, my worlhy unſulpefling friend, 
nor would you find it {6 extraordinary 
ae tene real mo 
tive, SNR. 8 27 o ol ey a 
. | TH 11 00 In 
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Well might Pope obſerve that actions 
do not always ſpeak the man, n on yy” 
many occaſions we | 


„„ 2 + 4.311 9 | © fed 
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Unfortunate recollection: for does he 
not tell us, a line or two farther, 


Mio conquers bravely,zs not therefore brave.” | 
Ah Le Fever! Le Fever! what dange- 


rous doctrine, were I capable of. giving 
into it! as the Ms s merit is 8 the ugh 


ter's/ſecurity. : - 
6. Wing Gebsg, 1 one was . of 
forming deſigns upon fuch a Girl as 
Le Fever, there would be very little pro- 
bability of ſucceeding. What moſt po- 
erfully tempts other females, would be no 
temptation there: ſhe has been bred in 
delicacies, has taſted all the delights that 
affluence can beſtow, and greatly ſcorns 
them all. Prithee, Clerage, who told you 
ſhe was ſo egregious a blockhead ? 
What, becauſe her humanity was ſupe- 
nor to hei every other feeling: becauſe 
when 


i 


Miss LE FEVER: Gt 
when the laſt diſtreſs, the loſs of her mo- 
ther ſeemed inevitable, ſhe was not heard 
to ſigh for a coach and fix, you are fo 
abſurd as to conclude that ſhe has not one 
ſpark, either of vanity, or ambition in 
her whole compoſition. 

l want prodigioully, my dear Mrs. 3 | 
foul, ſaid I, one afternoon, to ſee Mrs. Le 
Fever: ſhe mult be an amazing woman 
to ſuſtain the ſhocks of adverſity, and the 
anguiſh of diſeaſe in the manner the has 4 
done. 

Indeed, Sir, n the old Lady, there 
1s notion the merit of her character: 
I ſhall take great pleaſure in introducing 
you the firſt, opportunity, and as ſhe will 
be ignorant of your rank, you wall moſt 
certainly converſe with her to infinite 
advantage. 


And her daughter, my dear Madam, 

rejoined I, ſomewhat ſlyly, we muſt not 
forget her : 1 ſuppoſe neither her, per- 
ſonal nor: intellectual perfections are yen 
in their full maturity. ; but ſhe promiſes, I 
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think you ſay, not to be unworthy of 
ſuch a mother. | 
"You never, my Lord, ieturned ſhe, be- 


held ſo compleat a creature: I tremble 
for her future fate : extraordinary merit 
and extraordinary beauty are ever moſt 
unmercifully taxed by an envious world. 
Providence has, it is true, beſtowed a 
double portion of prudence upon her : 
but if ſhe happily avoids the ſnares of 
vicious and deſigning men, what can ſe- 
cure her from the little malice of thoſe 
women ſhe ſo ſtrikingly excels? I know 
not how ſhe can diſpoſe of ' herſelf : but 
we ought not to anticipate misfortunes; 
the hand that formed her what * is, 
can at all times protect her. 0 08Y 

Why, Hendon, cannot you and 1 = 
come, what we muſt eſteem. © Charity 
and religion can be made 3 


thape. But I beg your pa on; you are 
15 this very writing, at I, (wretched 
ypocrite, that I am) only preſerve the 


Appearance of, "Und our rewards and pu- 
niſhments 
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wiſhments will be proportionsd. e 60 bur 
deſerts. 

What can Poller me to harraſs my as 
ſerable brain ſo intolerably about a Girl 
I have no acquaintance with: for that 
very reaſon, George, you underſtand the 
infatuation, and I need explain myſelf no 
farther. | 

It is the misfortune of us Lords to be 
too ſucceſsful in our attacks ; there 1s ma- 
gic in the very name, I believe, to every 
one. but the party that bears it. Their 
little hearts do ſo palpitate when his Lord- 
ſhip, vouchlafes to admire them, though 
his views are leſs worthy in general, and 

his appetites more in than WA 
keepers. H 

A man of 3 is an el ew 
counter for an illiterate Girl: a hand- 
ſome figure is flattering, and a large for- 
tune a powerful perſuaſive : but the un- 
informed, the weak or mercenary 7 Huſh, 


would mot do for me. 
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_ Miſs Le Fever would grace * tri- 
umph of an emperor: May her guardian 
angel never nod in a tete- a · tete with ſo frail, 
ſo imperfect a mortal as la Hendon. 


Yours, WE: 


 Erznacs. 
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LETTER XI. 
MV Ls FEVR t Miſs WINTER. 


OW can you, my dear Polly, be ſo 
ſurprized and mortified at the can- 
nection between Mr. Leceiſter and me? 
Was he not the very man to ſucceed with 
a woman of my diſpoſition ; can you de- 
fire I ſhould attain a higher eminence 
than happineſs ? and, believe me, if it is. 
any where to be found, it is in the lium- 
bleſt ſtate of independence: juſt above 
the frovns of poverty, and infinitely be- 
_ neath'the deceitful ſmiles of fplendor and 
| affluence. But you intreat what you 


call ge diſagreeable particulars, 
8414 * | 1 in- 
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I informed you of our converſation in 
the Gardens: that is, I confeſſed he had 
made a tender declaration of his affection, 
and you might gueſs the reſt: the lan- 
guage of lovers is pretty general. We 
returned home to tea; ſupped together; 
and, it ſeems, he did not go to een 
until the next morning. 

For ſeveral ſucceeding days he aunt 
his viſits with the utmoſt pundctuality. 
My mother was not to be impoſed upon: 
ſhe examined me touching his 1 
ſions, and I did not deceive her. 
My dear child, ſaid ſhe, it gives me 
great pleaſure to find you ſo frank and 
ingenuous: I can have no objettion to 
the young gentleman, if he'is able to pro- 
vide for you: but you have been too de- 
licately bred to encounter the miſery of 
contratted circumſtances, It is a formi- 
dable ſtep, and requires deliberation. Tf 
you could even depend upon paſſing ſome 
few years without a family, the hazard 
w * be leſs alarming: but it is the na- 

tural 
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tural conſequence of the ſtate, and muſt 
not be left out of the calculation. How 
far, my love, continued ſhe, would a cu- 
racy go, in ſupporting four or five per- 
ſons, and how miſerable would your re- 
flections be, when the evil was irremedi- 
able ? It is my duty to make you ſenſible 
of theſe particulars, but depend upon it, 
your happineſs' will always be the grand 
object of my attention; and your own 
feelings and diſeretion muſt point out to 
me, the moſt denn means — | 
| ting it. 67 Wie 

Dear Madam, cried 1 I, — affefted 
by her tenderneſs and goodneſs, you muſt 
not dehver up your child to the regula- 
tion of her own weak fancy: you muſt 
reſtrain, you muſt inſtru her upon eve- 
ry trying occaſion: and if errors are to 


be her portion, let them be the errors of 
duty. I own I approve Mr. Leceiſter ; 
but, as to matrimony, neither him nor 
myſell, can, at preſent, have any idea of 


it: we are very young ; our acquaintance 
| with 
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with each other, may not be i in any de- 
gree diſadvantageous, as J have not a wiſh' 


to recommend tyſelf to any other per- 


ſon. Nor is it impoſhble that this begin- 
ning friendſhip may, on his part, early 
decline : many things that delight us on a 
firſt view, loſe their eſtimation on being 
familiarized. He has had, as yet, but few 
opportunities of converſing with me; I 
could, therefore, be glad if you would ſo 
far indulge me, as not to appęar ſenſible 
of our connection, unleſs it mould be 
more- ſtrongly conſirmed; as your not 
making yourſelf a party, would enable the 
young gentleman to make a more decent 
retreat on any diſguſt, or fickle inclination. 
Jam rather concerned than pleaſed at his 
election of me, though there is not, per- 
haps, a man living that would have been 
ſo eligible to me, from many peculiatities 
in his taſte! and circumſtancess. 
My mother; my dear Polly, kindhy kiſſed 


my cheek, wiped off a falling tear that 


ped me ane and bleſſing her 
Poor, 


— 
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poor, her reduced girl, left her to t 
lect herſelf without interruption. 

And what do you think was the reſult ? 
What is very uncommon, I believe, in 
caſes of this nature. I wept to find chat 
enough to hope for, was actually come to 
paſs: but I do not know how it was; it 
ſeemed like tearing my dear mother from 
my boſom, to make room for a foreign 
N In ſhort, it was the folly of childifh- 
neſs, and the workings of ſimplicity. Thus 
I, who a few weeks ago was free as 
air, had no wiſh beyond the reſtoration of 
my mother's health, nor view but the pro- 
motion of her happineſs, have now given 
my heart to a ſtranger, and more than 
half reſolved in due time, to bean 2 
dutiful wife. 614 

This duty, however, muſt never inter- 
n with that I bear another darling ob- 
ject: Mr. Leiceſter ſhall; at leaſt, appear 
to entertain the ſame tender conſideration 
* 0 mother, I have ever done: and 
our 
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our mutual endeayours ſhall 2 exerciſed 
to ſoften her cares, and enhance her en- 
joyments. Nor will the leſſon be hard 
to him, that has already given ſuch ſtrong 
and amiable proofs of filial and fraternal 
regard. Ah Polly, if you would have ſe- 
cured me from this intereſting attachment, 
you ſhould not have given me thoſe re- 
commendatory ſtrokes: ſuch characters, 
as my mother juftly obſerves, are from 
their ſcarceneſs highly eſtimable. | 
Diſappointments and adverſity are ex- 
cellent ſchool-maſters : with reſpect to all 
thoſe little grateful attentions, my dear 
mother ſtands in need of: it is ſuffering 
alone, that teaches us to feel, except, in- 
deed, in ſome extraordinary compoſitions, 
where the whole ſoul is, as it were, har- 
monized, and replete with the moſt bene 
ſenſibilities. 

Under ſuch auſpices, what could we 
fear: that bug-bear poverty conſecrated 
by the maternal benediction would loſe 
its terrors ; and we ſhould be convinced 


by 
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by the * evidences of our own 
ſenſes, how moderate the demands of na- 
ture, and in how ſmall a compaſs the real 
neceſſaries of life are comprehended. 8 
Perhaps you will call this mere heroiſm: : 
Nor will I be too poſitive of the contrary : 
but you muſt allow that, at leaſt, diſtant 
| dangers are not very ent he has 
ſome few friends to recommend and ſup- 
port him; and, i mn all probability, long be- 
fore an union can ſeriouſly be thought of 
* between us, he may be enabled to make a 
"ſui table proviſon for me, to the humility 
"of 1 my fortune, expectation, and wiſhes, 
> lei 1s . to leave London the day before 
"we return to it, to give his relations the 
meeting at Birmingham upon ſome buſi- 
neſs of "ronlequence to their affairs: and 
1 flatter myſelf that 1 ſhall be comforta- 
"bly ſettled. in ſome little employment be- 
! fore he reviſus us. Never ſtart, my Girl, 
i it is the birth-right of the poor daughters 
; of the Church and Army: only join . 
with me in lamenting that their educa- 
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tion is, in general, ſo cruelly i judged. 
I am, &c. | 


| C. ** Fever. 


„ 


Lord CI ERA E to Sir GkoRGE HEN DON. 


M I not a dever fellow, George, 
to carry every point my heart is ſet 


upon, 
The morning arrived that was to com- 
pleat my utmoſt defire, I could no longer 
reſtrain myſelf, but dropped in, as if 
from ſudden recollection, upon Mrs. Lee- 
fon, who was ſmirking with an inferiur 
(though, perhaps, more worthy) joy, from 
the ſame cauſe, for ſhe had long ſighed 
for a re-union with her friends. 

_ Suppoſe, Madam, ſaid I, as it is a very 
fine day, we were to take a little airing : 
Mrs. Le Fever cannot come to town with- 
out A . and her expences muſt 
have 
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have run ſo high during her iIlneſs, that 


it is too probable, it may not be very 


convenient for her to procure ſuch neceſ- 


ſary accommodations; we might take them 
up in our way, and confer the trifling fa- 
vour wounding their nice ſenſibi - 


lity. 
I liſten to you, my Lord, I behold you. 


with admiration, exclaimed the good old 
Lady: theſe delicate, theſe generous atten- 
tions to the feelings of the unfortunate, 
are ſweet and amiable emanations of be- 
nevolence. It is not ſufficient that we 
relieve the neceſſitous, but we ſhould ſuit 
our benefaction to the ſtate, condition, 
and capacity of the object, leſt while we 
aſſiſt their poverty, we depreſs their ſouls. 
Far be it from me to oppoſe the exe- 
cution of your noble wiſh : we will go, 
my young friend, and immediately if you 
pleaſe. 2 


It was not for FY you know, to dif. 


approve of whatever fo venerable a gen- 
dewoma an K oy to propoſe. A 


—_ 


Coach 
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coach was ſent for; and ſhe retired for 
a few moments to her cloſet, to thank 
heaven, perhaps, that ſo well- diſpoſed a 

youth exiſted, as her couſin Clerage. 
Well: we ought all of us to be as 
good as we can: and the beſt—it is a 
fearful” reflection though, for ſuch ſorr7 
varlets as you and I, George: for if the 
beſt muſt remain a remove or two from 
perfection, what can be ſaid for - but 
I forget your late reformation of man- 
ners and principles, and that I am follow- 
ing your example with all poſſible expe- 
dition. 

My dreſs was plain, and as my fea-. 
tures can aſſume a decent caſt upon oc- 
caſion (did I ever give you a ſpecimen ?) 
I was, not, without hopes that Miſs Le 
Fever would be unable to detect me for 
the giddy fellow that traced her from the 
Abbey. Nor did my good genius fail 
me in ſo eſſential a particular. Mr. Smith 
- paſſed current for a ſober country gentle- 


E man, 
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man, and I could perceive that Mrs. Le 
Fever eyed him with approbation. 
- The fly Girl was perfectly herſelf: my 

figure, my addreſs} tbey may not be 

ſtriking, Sir George, but you muſt allow 
me to ſay, they are not the moſt excep- 

tionable you ever met with. Miſs Le Fe- 
ver, however, was no more affected by 
either the one, or the other, chan 11 1 . 
been a plough-boy. x. 

She has been told, I fuppole;t tht lan- 
guiſhment becomes her: the ſighed once 
or twice prefoundly, her lovely face loſt 
its vivacity, and never was tender ſor- 
row more pathetically expreſſed. 

But what can the now have to diſturb 
her? is not her mother's health reſtored ? 
is the not returning to a houſe where 
] every one is prepared to adore her : the 
* cauſe, George, is ſufficiently obvious: her 
ſtrongeſt apprehenſions removed, ſhe has 
= leiſure to reflect upon her own miſerable 
| | circumſtances, and the pleaſures ſhe en- 


8 joyed in her day of ſplendor. 
| Com- 
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Compoſe, thou daughter of 1 poor Le Fe- 
ver, compoſe thy every anxiety: Lord 
Clerage's fortune is much ſuperior to the 
haughty the revengeful Lady Catherine's; 


whatever it is capable of purchaſing, or " A 


whatever good offices its maſter can per- 
form, you may and ſhall command. _ 
Mrs. Leeſonorderedcoffee tobe brought 
from a proper houſe, the young Lady was 
called upon to preſide at the little cere- 
mony, and 1 inſiſted n being the 
only attendant. 

Mrs. Leeſon had the honor to receive 
her cup from my hands, but who can 
deſcribe my nine in receiving it 
from Miſs Le Fever's. Her fingers are 
delicately turned, her nails tinged with 
the ſofteſt red: yet has ſhe no idea of 
diſplaying them to advantage; nor ſhould 
by any other than this accidental means 
have diſcovered half their lovelineſs, 

Never was knave more circutnſpect 
than myſelf, leſt the good Mrs. Leeſon 
thould find me tardy. Your elderly 

| *% E 2 Ladies 
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Ladies, in general, are very FIVE ob- 
ſervers ; ; but I may thank the 3 of 


8282 — 


picion. 

When once one accuſtoms oneſelf 
to an idle rattling way of writing, it is not 
eaſily renounced : but let this, Mrs. Lee- 
ſon, _ penetrate the inmoſt receſſes of my 
foul, I can aſſure you, Sir George Hen- 
don, that even your own in its preſent 
reformed ſtate, could not better ſuſtain 
the cloſe examination. C ompaſlion, ten- 
der regard, and no other the moſt latent 
inclination, would be diſcovered through 
all its foldings. But fuppoſe we proceed 
to. town. - Our coffee diſpatched, and our 
carriage at the door, 1 offered my hand 
to Mrs. Leeſon, as ſtanding moſt in need 
of my aſſiſtance. I am lorry, Ladies, 
ſays I, that I can ſerve but one of you: 


hey ſmiled, curteſied, and followed us. 


When we reached the coach however, 


we made a kind of halt; ceremony is 


odious, but little tokens of reſpectful con- 


ſideration cannot be diſpenſed with, eſpe- 
| | cially 
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cially where from diſparity of fortune 
they are liable to miſconſtruction. Mrs. Le 
Fever was too well-bred to be trouble- 
ſome, and we ſoon drove off in high 
good humour. 

Miſs Le Fever's yolk; and my ſex, caſt 
us upon the ſame ſeat : attraction is not 
to be reſiſted ; my heart ſtrongly inclined, 
my eyes involuntarily turned towards this 
powerful object. I, nevertheleſs, con- 
ducted myſelf with the Prudence, the 
reſolution of an anchorite. | 

With what different feelings, ſaid the 
good Girl, do I quit this place, to thoſe 
I experienced on my arrival at it, and 
the ſalutary effect the air has had upon 
my mother's conſtitution, will ever en- 

dear the name of Kenſington to my heart. 
Hlappy Kenſington, cried my too flip- 
pant tongue, to be ſo ſweetly commemo- 
rated: I, indeed, muſt forget © myſelf, 
when I fail to remember that it was at 
Kenſington that I attained the moſt in- 
tereſting of my wiſhes; and its double 
E 3 merit, 
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merit, ſhall have double teh in my 
eſtimation. 

Luckihy Mrs. Leeſon and Mrs. Le. Fe- 
ver were engaged upon an important 
fubje&, or the warmth of my accent, no 
leſs than the expreſſion of my counte- 
nance, muſt have betrayed me: for it 
was the workings of nature, and the fa- 
culties, you know, will be obedient. 
What are hours, days, years, in com- 
pany 1 with thole we love : our little ex- 
curſion was terminated almoſt in the in- 
tant of its commencement: Mount-Street, 
Berkley-Square is ſo trifling a diſtance 
from Hyde-Park, as not to be worth men- 
tioning. 

An humble repaſt was provided by 
Mrs. Leeſon about two oclock, alias a 
dinner: but would you believe it, that 
little witch refuſed to participate it : ſhe 
had two very long letters to write, and 
begged the indulgence of having a plate 
ſent up to ber own apartment. 


0 % Wi 
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Vhat can be the meaning, Hendon, 
that we fellows, inſtead of being diſguſt- 
ed by ſuch whims, are rather doubly at- 
tached? Was it inſtinct in this Chit, 
think you, in order to torture me, or was 
it fimplicity ? it is as impoſſible for me 
to diſcover the real motive, as to ſecure 
myſelf from being tormented by it. And 
ſo far was I from repaying neglect with 
neglect, that I found myſelf more than 
ever defirous to cultivate her acquaint- 
ance, and recommend myſelf to her favor. 

Have I not already ſuffered a martyr- 
dom for her ſake, in tete-a-tetes with my 
elderly relation: but judge what a pret- 
ty figure I made this evening at whilſt, 
with a triumvirate of the fame brilliant 
ſtamp. wy 1 

Mrs. Le Fever, wk indeed, the re- 
mains of a very fine face: but affliction, 
ſickneſs, and the revolutions of time have 
left diſtinct tokens in each ravaged feature. 
Mrs. Leeſon's countenance, though al- 
moſt double Mrs. Le Fever's age, has 
2" E 4 many 
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many beauties, yet grief and a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of periods, have made no incon- 


ſiderable attempts to deprive her of eve- 
ry charm; but an excellent conſtitution, 
amazing ſtrength of mind, a naturally 


contented fpirit, and an ealy fortune, 


have been powerful opponents; and ſecured 


that ever venerable and pleaſing aſpect 
from even thoſe devaſtations, the poor un. 
happy Mrs. Le Fever's has experienced. 

But the third Lady is of a quite diffe- 
rent ſpecies. A dark complexion, ſtrong 
lines, and unpleaſant brow, are the unfa- 
vourable covering of a moſt valuable 
mind; to eſteem her, you muſt be ac- 
quainted with her diſpoſition and charac- 
ter, and thoſe once known, it is Dar 
ble to withhold it. 

Some change, however, will how be- 
come abſolutely neceſſary, for if I was 
to continue this harmleſs inactive life, my 
coffers would fill, and my perſon grow 
enormous. Do but think of me in my 
day of probation, dipping into Baker's 
IEEE 1 Chro- 
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Chronicle, reading a weekly paper, or old 
magazine, and cloſing the evening at brag 
with good Mrs. Leeſon,' and Mrs, Leg 
ſon s good Landlad . 

If the thing was once toget a air, I mould 
be unable to ſhew my face in politer cir- 
cles; but I am weary. of the beau- 
* and the gambling table never was 
my taſte. Unfatigued by ceremony, un- 
debauched with wine, unperplexed by 
cares, and unpalled with ſuperfluities, 
what deſire can be ungratified, except the 
deſire of obtaining Miſs Le Fever's appro- 
bation? She is now returned to town, 
George, yet is my penance unremitted: 
I will be patient, and by following my 
example, you will at length arrive at the 
concluſion of this intolerable long letter: 
only one word more - ho can the charm- 
ing girl have to write to, if male -correſpon- 
dents—don't be alarmed Hendon, I only 
mean that I ſhould be tempted to enquire 
into the merit of their pretenſions to ſuck 
an indulgence : but how ſhall I procure 
8 E 5 ſo 
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o important a piece of information; the 
feals, if they were to pals through my 
hands, ſhould be ſacred; I would only 
glance my eye over the ſuperſcription, and 
ſure ſo innocent a wiſh might be indulged. 
Fortune may be both a whimſical and 
perverſe jade, my friend, but I am per- 
ſuaded ſhe will bleſs me with ſome happy 
opportunity when J leaſt expect it, in 
which confidence I will to bed, and ſhould 
flattering viſions deign to viſit my pillow, 
I will receive them as the precious re- 
wards of the forbearance and ſelf-denial 1 
have ſo long practiſed. She never came 
down the whole evening; I hope it will 
not, however, be the laſt of our lives; 
and if I do not bring her to another kind 
of behaviour, believe me no longer. 


| Yours, &c. 


CrERACE. 


* 
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I entwendet 30 
Ea LETT * XIII. 
Fron the ſame, to the Jae. 


| Gain at Mrs. . he * 
A George I may breathe, but I live 
only when under her roof. | 

It was about five in the ifiernoon ; 
when I ventured to renew my viſit. The 
old lady; was not to be Round. in + any i 
her apartments. 

I am ſure, Sir, ſaid Jenny, the oak | 
natured girl you have ſeen there, my 
miſtreſs was in the dining -· room but this 
very inſtant; I fancy ſhe muſt be ee 
up to Mrs. Le Fever. 

Jenny, returned I, you are a very . 
young woman, I have often heard Mrs. 
Leeſon mention you with approbation; 
and for her ſake, if, as in the courſe of 
years is moſt probable you ſhould be the 
ſurvivor, you ſhall never want a friend. 
You. have been kind, I underſtand like-. 
E 6 wiſe, 
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wiſe, to the worthy but unfortunate La- 
dies, your miſtreſſes new acquaintance. 
Oh, Sir, ſaid Jenny, (ſome pearly drops 
_ trembling in her not diſagreeable eyes) 
who could refuſe to be ſerviceable to ſuch 
amiable perſons. Mrs. Le Fever had 
lodged ſome time in this houſe before I 
ever ſaw the young lady, but one morn- 
ing, I ſhall never forget it, ſhe came in 
the greateſt diſcompoſure, flew up to her 
- mother's apartment, and hanging about 
her neck, cried, it is over, my dear mo- 
ther, forgive you? child this firſt inſtance 
of undutifulneſs, and all my future ac- 
tions ſhall be regulated by your will. 
Mliethinks I hear them now, continued 
Jenny, it was ſo moving. My deareft 
life, replied Mrs. Le Fevre, what have you 
done, forfeited your laſt your only 
friend, and in the moment of your great- 
eft need. I ſhould have ſuffered but a 
ſhort period, and then you would have 
been wholly Lady Catherine's, but who 
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will now protect and _ for mu 
when I am no more. 

Forbear, my dear mother, cried che 

young lady, forbear thoſe killing expreſſi- 
ons, heaven will be propitious to the 
prayers and endeavours of ſilial tender- 
neſs. My diſpoſition is better ſuited to 
the calamities of virtue, than all the un- 
ſatisfactory pleaſures that greatneſs can 
beſtow. Could any thing compenſate 
your loſs, loſt perhaps by my neglett : 
let me at leaſt have the conſolation of 
knowing that I was in no degree acceſ- 
ſary to the greateſt evil that can befal me; 
then bleſs your poor child, bleſs and par- 
don her, and all may yet be well. 
I hope, Sir, you will excuſe my prating 
ſo faſt, ſaid the worthy Jenny, bluſhing 
and recollecting herſelf, but indeed I 
could talk of them forever. 

You have obliged me extremely, * 
ſaid I, and I ſhould be glad to hear ſome 
farther particulars; but Mrs. Leeſon 
might be ſurpriſed to find you and I in 
5 ſuch 


86 TuT HISTORY or 


ſuch cloſe converſation, unlefs ſhe was ac- 
quainted with the ſubject. Another time, 

my good girl, you will not let me Ae 
leſs communicative. 

She curteſied, and looked a little con- 
fuſed: you will take the trouble, Jenny, 
added I, in the kindeſt accent, to let Mrs. 
Leefon know I am here. 5 

Jenny tripped up ſtairs; and as I was 
determined not to be diſappointed. of ſee- 
ing Mifs Le Fever on fo fair an opportu- 
nity, I followed her ſteps with the mn 
confidence. 

Your friends, madam, faid Mrs. Le 
Fever, ſo ſoon as Jenny had announced 
my arrival, muſt always be acceptable- 
with us; but as you are the beſt judge of 

their rank and diſpoſition, I cannot pre- 
fume to invite them into my apartment, 
without your ſanction: the gentleman 
does not appear to want condeſcenſion. 
We ſhalt very probably wait upon 
you, returned Mrs. Leeſon, but T muſt juſt 
AA | J : $4.4 Sf A ſpeak. 
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ſpeak one word to him before his intro- 
duction. 

That you cannot, my aca 8 

_ faid I, preſenting myſelf, Jenny knows I 
did not wiſh to break up, but, if poſlible, - 

augment an agreeable party. Leiſure is 
the parent of impertinence, but you have 
ſo frequently tolerated me, that I cannot 
deſpair upon this occaſion. 

Is it not extraordinary, Mrs. Le Fever, 
ſaid the harmleſs Mrs. Leelon, that fo 
young a gentleman, with many gay and 
valuable connections, can devote ſo large 
a portion of his time to the company and 
converſation of ſo elderly a relation as I 
am: but during your abſence he was my 
conſtant viſitant (how charmingly it told 
George) and I dare ſay you will have no 
objection to aſſiſt me in ſupporting my 
conſequence with him. 

Where the heart is ſo well known as 1 
flatter myſelf mine is, returned Mrs. Le 
Fever, profeſſions are needleſs ; I- ſhall 


always, Sir, be glad of an opportunity of 
obliging you, What 
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What we are deficient in, cried Mrs. 
Leeſon, poor unſuſpecting creature, Mis 
Kitty ſhall accompliſh : we will have a 
ſong after tea, and inſtead of the ſuperan- 
nuated partner Mr. Smith has hitherto 
diſpenſed with, I will recommend this 
blooming damſel, what ſay you to the 
exchange my young friend ? 

That Mrs. Leefon has the art, returned 
1, to render every ſucceeding viſit the 
"moſt delightful, and the laſt enjoyed is 
always liked the beſt. 

A good pretty ftroke, Docs but 
failed of its defired effe& : the lovely in- 
ſenſible was apparently unmoved, nor 
even beſtowed one inquiſitive glance upon 
the mortified Clerage. 

But great enterpriſes require great vir- 
tues, patience, application, judgment, and 
perſeverance, I have it all compleatly 
planned, but muſt be wary in the execu- 
tion, ſtep by ſtep advances the approved 
veteran. 

Miſs Le Fever was called upon in due 
ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon for the promiſed ſong: I will not 
overpower you with raptures, George, 
you know my partiality, and may gueſs 
my ſentiments. You beheld, you ad- 
mired the mouth that was formed for my 
deſtruction, and may remember how pecu- 
liarly every feature was turned, to diſplay 
and communicate the moſt exalted admi- 
ration. I will only add, that Mrs. Lee- 
ſon ſays, ſhe never heard a more plealing 
voice in her life. | 
Cards were now introduced: is there a 
more eligible ſeat on earth, than oppoſite 
a fair partner? but Hendon ſhe is faireſt 

of the fair, nor did I fail to avail myſelf 
to the utmoſt of my happy fituation : her 
eyes could not always avoid meeting mine; 
col complaiſance was no addition to 
their natural luſtre, tho' I could not have 
wiſhed ſo much evil ta the bittereſt enemy 
J have in the world, as to have been 
compelled to ſuſtain the * en- 
counter. e 1 

She 1 admirably at quiahitle; but 
as 
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as ſhe obſerves, it is not the greateſt ex- 
cellence in the female character to make 
a figure at the card-table ; and yet where 
it is purſued merely as an innocent amuſe- | 
ment, it can be no reflection to difcard 


with judgment, win with moderation, and 
loſe with temper; In ſhort, this one 
evening has fo intirely ſubdued my whole 
foul, that was ſhe any other creature (as 


I have already told you) than Miſs Le 
Fever, you might tremble for her ſafety, - 


but there you ſhall ever find me a man 
* the ſtricteſt honour, and 


Your lincere, &e. | 
CLERAGE. 


» * 


EY LETTER XIV. 
From the ſeme to the ſame. 


T Tell you, George, that a title in many 
4 caſes is a very inconvenient poſſeſſion. 
A ticket for the Magdalen, Miſs Le 


Tevre had long wiſhed to viſit that noble 
retreat 
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retreat for the wretched (no ill omen - 
hope, . but Mrs. Leeſon, Mrs. Le Fever, 
and Mrs. Stubbs, thought it too great a 

fatigue for them to engage in, - 

Dare you traſt the young lady to my 

care, madam, ſaid I, to Mrs. Le Fever, or 
rather will ſhe truſt herſelf, for ſhe is abun- 
dantly the leaſt propitious to me upon 
every occaſion. 
To convince you, fir, ſaid Miſs Le Fe- 
ver, with a moſt enchanting ſmile, how 
ill- grounded that notion is, I wil gladly 
attend you. 

The morning ſervice was diſapproved 
as not being the taſte: this piece of folly 
I forget who ſuggeſted it, coſt me fome 

impatient hours, but the 1 day has 
its termination. 

She was dreſſed : well we will not en- 
ter upon ſo fertile a ſubject. 

Jenny was ſo exceedingly delighted, 
that Mils Le Fever was going to be en- 
tertained, that I was in terrible panics 


leſt 
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leſt ſhe ſhould betray the conſequence her 
amuſement was of to me. 
Behold us now in the coach, for I had 
many reaſons for not handing her as 
might have been expected : her glove was 
off, George, and we were ſurrounded by 


ſpectators. I love to play a ſure card, 


nnleſs when ſome very great advantage 
may be gained by a flippery one. 

You have not lived long in town, I pre- 
ſume, madam, ſaid I, in order to ſtart a 
converſation, or it would not have been 


in my power to conduct you to any new 


ſcenes. 
Tour conjecture is very juſt, fir, re- 
turned ſhe, as to my general ſituation: 
I never was fond of London, nor would 
I now reſide in it, if my inclination alone 
was to be conſulted. I am ſurpriſed, 
cried I, to hear ſo young a lady make 
ſuch a declaration. London is the center 
of all that is gay and delightful ; fine eyes 
and fprightly hearts ſeldom doat upon 
inanimate proſpetts. 

I 
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I own, fir, ſaid the; my taſte'is ſingular : 


I have a kind of natural averſion to noiſe 
and confuſion, which has been greatly 
increaſed by obſerving the errors many 
people of underſtanding commit in the 
choice of happineſs. To compel oneſelf 
to engage in unpleaſing ſcenes for any 
extraordinary advantage to eitherourſelves 
or fellow- creatures is one thing, and to 
voluntarily embrace the clamor and diſor- 
der of life another. I have ſeen my ac- 
quaintance return from what they have 
called diverhon, worn down with lan- 
guor and fatigue, with many other aſto- 
niſhing and diſguſting particulars. - 

Sure, madam, you have been accuſtom- 
ed to enjoy fairy ſcenes, ſaid I, will you 
favour me with a curſory deſcription of 
them to enable me to form a right judg- 
ment of your election and ſentiments. 

In the ſober, rural walk, fir, within my 
late inſpection, nothing can ſtrike you but 
what is natural or pleaſing. 


The labourer, having finiſhed his work, 


returns 
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returns home to repair his waſte of 
ſtrength and ſpirits with a chearful ſupper 


and a ſound repoſe. The day of general 


reſt is conſidered by him as the greateſt 
of all human bleſſings; and having exer- 
ciſed himſelf in acts of devotion and 
harmleſs recreations during that moſt re- 
freſhing period, he the next morning re- 
ſumes his weekly toil with redoubled ala- 
crity. Diſeaſe and diſcontent ſeldom find 
the way to his habitation ; and his wife 
ſupplies the want of - delicacy and poliſh, 
in tenderneſs and uſefulneſs. 

Such are the lower claſs of mortals at a' 
diſtance from the metropohs ; and bliſs 
and eaſe riſe by due gradations from the 
cottage to the man of competence, and fo 
on until it reaches the affluent dome. | 

Where the circumſtances are happy, 
the mind and body enjoy unutterable 
delight : to contemplate the all-animating 


ſpring ; to behold the ripened beauties of 


the ſummer ; to ſtudy the moral, the in- 
ſtructive page of autumn; and to hear 
the 


——— —— — — — 
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the rough blaſts of the hoary ſeaſon, with- 


out inconvenience, vice, or dilmay. Is it 
not to be peculiarly favoured; and when 


you add the means of diſfuſing bleſſings 


around you, of chearing the heart of age, 
and aſſiſting the worthy wiſhes and en- 
deavors of youth, do you not conſtitute 


a paradiſe on earth. Vet this is the ne- 


ver · failing prerogative of greatneſs; tho 
ſo little exerted, or even remembered, 
where the contagion of courts, and the 
fantaſtic pleaſures of vanity prevail. 

I obſerved, fir, continued ſhe, what 
liſtleſneſs the great experience in the pur- 


ſuit of what they call pleaſure: but how * 


ſhall I expreſs the miſery and wretched- 
neſs of the inferior inhabitants of this 


city. Guilt and diſappointment are in- 


tolerable, tho not fimilar burthens ; and 
many a worthy heart is oppreſſed with 
anguiſh, by the proſpect of ſufferings it 
is unable to relieve : beſide what I have 
mentioned, there is another very ſevere 
evil; moſt ranks of people outhve them - 


ſelves ; 
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pocrite, even the Magdalen-houſe would 
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ſelves ; they cannot reſiſt the temptations 
by which they are ſurrounded ; and ra- 
ther than paſs unnoticed, they expoſe 
themſelves to ridicule, cenſure, and dil- 
eſteem. The only art of living is to con- 
fine our wiſhes within the limits of our 
circumſtances, be they what they may, or 
judiciouſly to reſign the rem to every 
laudable inclination: common ſenſe and 
common caſe, as the poet tells us, are 


moſt unqueſtionably equal ; and if we 


once adopt the one for our grand regu- 
lator, the other will be the infallible re- 


ſult. 


wy. What think you now, Hendon, of Le 


Fever's daughter, or do you not- conceive 


that your friend is in the greateſt danger? 


I cannot marry at this early period, and 
I will not betray her, unleſs I ſhould moſt 
unexpectedly diſcover ſome ugly feature 
in her character that tends towards hypo- 
criſy. If ſhe is what ſhe appears, how 
ſweetly amiable ; but ſhould ſhe be a hy- 


be 
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be defiled by harbouring ſo unparallelled 
a monſter; but perhaps you may have 
no objection to viſiting the penitents. 
We reached the chapel in'due time: I 
confeſs that reflection, rather than conver- 
ſation, had for ſome part of the way been 
my choice. We got a good ſeat ; the 
finging was very pretty, but my fair ſaint 
complained of the indevotion of the WEDGE 
congregation. . 
There ſeems to be but two ſorts of peo- 
ple here, ſaid ſhe, the entertainers and the 
entertained : I, on I do not find the ſo- 
lemnity, the gratitude, the contrition, or 
pious ſatisfaction I hoped to have been 
witnels to. 
You have been there, George, and can 
judge of the propriety or impropriety of 
her obſervation: but ſhe ſeeks for that pu- 


rity, of manners, that ſenſibility of ſoul, 


that is not to be found beyond her own 
breaſt. - How came ſhe to remain ſo un- 


contaminated; Lady Catherine Oldham 


ſees much polite company; why did not a 


is of ambition, a ſpark of vanity, com- 


F municate 
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municate itſelf to her lovely boſom; but 
it is adamant in every reſpect, except 
when virtue, benevolence FP and truth, 
become the queſtion. | 

Our aukward' carriage eyed nod, 
and I now ventured to alſiſt her tender 
ſteps. She withdrew her Hand, however, 
ſomewhat pertly, conſcious, I ſuppoſe, of 
a gentle preſſure. The ice is broke, 
thought I, theſe little fearful ſimple- 
tons provoke the very treatment of which 
they are moſt apprehenſive. 
My dear Miſs Le Fever, ſaid I, rather 
familiarly, it can be no new thing to you 
to be admired; but perhaps you never 
met with one ſo capable of ſincere reſpect 
as myſelf, but you muſt allow me a hap- 
pineſs I have long wiſhed for, but never 
till this moment had a convenient oppor- 
tunity of ſoliciting. I did not wait for a 
refuſal, but with an air at once gay and 
polite, you obſerve Hendon, ſaluted one 
of the prettieſt cheeks in the univerſe. 
She ſtarted; Mrs. Leeſon's relation, 
ſaid ſhe, I could not Have expected — 
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Am I not human, madam, cried I, in- 
terrupting her, and are not you — , 

— A poor diſtreſſed girl, returned ſhe, 
and a very unfit companion for ſo lively 
a gentleman, I ought to have known the, 
world better, eſpecially the great world. 

You are miſerably ſevere ; Miſs Le Fe- 
yer, ſaid I, 1s greatneſs and goodneſs then 
abſolutely incompatible in your opinion? 

Aſk your own heart, my lord, replied 
ſhe with the moſt ſignificant emphaſis, 
whether my ſeverity, as you are pleaſed 
to call it, is not juſt with reſpect to ann. 
nine in a hundred of men of your rank. 

Rank and title, repeated your friend, 
pray what pretenſions have I ? 

Do not attempt to abuſe me, fir, what- 
ever were your original motives for con- 
cealing your true character, they can now | 
ſubſiſt no longer. Iknow ſome things of 
Lord Clerage that are not altogether ſo 
much in his favor, as to reconcile me to his 
acquaintance, under my preſent circum- 
ſtances: with perſons of diſtinction, in- 
deed, his merit may be equal to the ge- 
nerality F 2 You 
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You aſtoniſh me, madam, cried I, (and 
ſo ſhe actually did, George) both with re- 
gard to your knowledge of my title, and 
the intimations you have thrown out re- 
ſpecting my principles. Pray Miſs Le 


Fever, for my worthy relations ſake, in- 


dulge me with your motives, W for 
| the latter. ; 

At once, my Lord,. to — — you, and 
convince you of the propriety of my reſo- 
lutions, a gentleman that ſat behind me at 
the chapel, betrayed your name, and I 
ſuppoſe you cannot have forgot the Poor 
Innkeeper's daughter. 


What a thunderbolt ! butn now, George, 


is it not hard that I ſhould ſuffer for the 
iniquity of my brethren ? 1 muſt, with 
ſhame acknowledge, that I was of the 
hunting party : dined among the reſt at the 
inn, and heard many encomiums upon 
the fair Parthenopee ; ; but I had not the 
minuteſt concern in her ſeduction, nor 
even knew the preciſe time when it hap- 
pened. As well might the world accuſe 
4 of chis angel s fall, e ſhe was to fall 


by 
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by any wicked practices of mine, which 
heaven avert) becauſe you was privy to 
my purſuit of her, and half acknowledged 
intentions, as charge that creature's rum 
upon me. I am nevertheleſs taken with 
the cr7:z4es, and in all probability, in this 
veſte ls rigid üs ment, ſhall like wiſe ſuffer 
with chad, 

I would have ſaid a vaſt deal to excul- 
pate myſelf, but ſhe cut me ſhort with, 

I do not ſuppoſe your Lordſhip is fo 
poor a finner, as not to have much to ſay 
in your own defence, I wiſh it may 
avail you at the moſt awful of tribunals ; _ 
as to me, you may ſpare yourſelf the trou- 
ble of laboring the point, as your utmoſt 
eloquence would be fruitleſs. _ 

Provoked beyond all patience, I was ſo 
unguarded as to curſe my companions of 
that day's excurſion. 

I hear you, fir, ſaid ſhe, (her counte- 
nance correſponding with her expreſſions) 
with her ; and if I did not confider you 
as a ſeducer, you kindly convince me 
you are a very prophane gentleman, which 

; F 3 I 
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I mult be fo bold as to ſay, is but an ugly 
ſpecimen of a valuable heart. 

The coach was now whirling on at a 
violent rate, and 1 greatly apprehended 
would reach Mrs. Leeſon's, before my 
converſion of the little infidel. I there- 
fore put my head out of the window ; 
you raſcal, exclaimed I, with a vehemence 
I have had leiſure to repent of, did I not 
order you to drive flow, This is per- 
haps, continued I, as I reſumed my ſeat, 
the only opportunity I may ever have of 
expoſtulating with you, as you are ſo 
ſtrongly ꝑrejudiced in my disfavor, and it 
ſhall not be curtailed I inſiſt upon. 

O, your Lordſhip is all goodnels, ſaid 
ſhe, with a ſneer, that ſhe mult have bor- 
rowed ; and if I am hereafter at a loſs in 
what manner to conduct myſelf, I ſhould 
ill deſerve the obligations you now confer 
up me, | 
Miſs Le Fever, cried I, ſeizing both 

her hands, do not puſh matters to the laſt 
extremity : I adore your perſon, and ho- 
nour your ſentiments, but I cannot __ 
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the cruel contempt with which you treat 
me. I may have been a gay man, but J 
never yet was the feducer of innocence, 
nor ſhall-you harbour that opinion of me. 
ou are very arbitrary, fir, returned 
ſhe, but till you' can make it appear that 
you have a right to controul my private 
opinion, I cannot be all obedience. 

Your father, the honeſt, -brave, valua- 
ble Captain Le Fever, cried I, would nei- 
ther have dared, nor been inclined to treat 
me in this manner; he would at leaſt 
have liſtened to my juſtification. 

She. lifted up her fine eyes to heaven; 
the monſter before her was not worthy of 
one glance. At length, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
with an averted face, if you knew the fa- 
ther, can you refrain from pitying the un- 
happy child, He has now no arm to de- 
fend me, no means of ſheltering my miſer- 
able head from the rougheſt blaſts ; nor 
can he die in revenging the injuries his 
daughter may fuſtain : he had but one 
lite, my Lord, and that was given to his 
F 4 a 1 
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I beſeech you, Miſs Le Fever, ſaid I, 
relinquiſhing my hold, (ſhe has too much 
pathos, George) only hear me a few words, 
I mean not better to my own foul than I 
do to you. We muſt. not part on un- 
friendly terms. Mrs. Leeſon, Mrs. Le 
Fever, muſt not be informed either of 
your diſcovery, or our diſagreement. I 
will never offend you a ſecond time, only 
grant me this requeſt, and let my future 
treatment be ſuited to my future deſerv- 
ban :: 1 | 
Do not -put it out of my power to 
oblige you, my Lord, by requeſting what 
I ought not to grant. I abhor ſecrets ; 
and ſhould I have any from ſuch a friend 
and mother as you have mentioned, was I 
capable of ſuch baſe-injuſtice and-ingrati- 
tude, what kind of impreſſion would you 
not neceſſarily receive of me. To con- 
vince you, however, that it is not merely 
to gratify a talking inclination, but from 
actual principle, that I am an enemy to 
reſerve, I will not proclaim the conver- 
6 between us, if that 
will 
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will be any ſatisfaction to you; and that, 
my Lord, is an indulgence you had little 
reaſon to expect from me. 

I was ſo chagrined, that I pleaded an 
engagement, and having ſeen her ſafe into 
Mount. ſtreet, took an abrupt leave. I 
could not think of encountering my wor- 
thy friends at ſo mortifying a period, and 
ſhe muſt tell her . for once as ſhe 
pleaſes. ä 
But ſhe ſhall hear of me again in avery 
- ſhort time, notwithſtanding all her arti- 
. fice; and 1 begin to apprehend that I 
ſhall find it neceſſary, in order to make 
her ſenſible of the vanity of human wil- 


dom, to lead even her obſtinate virtue 
aſtray. 


e ee 
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Cannot reſtrain myſelf, O unthinking 
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my (however offenfive) endeavors to 

awaken you to a timely ſenſe of the baſe- 
neſs that is maturing in your late _ 

Yous heart. 

Is it then poſſible that you can fo ama- 

ingly degenerate, as to take advantage 

of unmerited poverty, and add freſh 

ſtings to the cruelleſt of aflictions. 

It can be only a falſe notion of ho- 
nor, that prevents my apprifing the wor- 
thy creature of her danger: yet I will for- 
bear; you cannot intend to make a diſho- 
nourable attempt, where it is To evident 
las even to ſtrike you with conviction) that 
you would meet with a repulſe. My 
Lord will be no object of either admira- 

tion or terror with her. 

How can good Mrs. Leeſon be ſo BY 
tuated as to become the actual pander to 
your wiſhes, ſenſible as ſhe is of the bar- 
barity of vice, and the greatneſs of the 

temptation. LM 
m1. may J truſt you? or rather 
_ "ought you to truſt yourſelf ? I do declare, 


that ſo diabolical an action would wholly 
eſtrange 


1 
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eſtrange my affections, and you would 


find yourſelf a prey to the bittereſt r- 


moxſe. 

What folly, what 3 perſiſt in in 
purſuing hat you cannot wiſh to obtain: 
but the chief ſpur it ſeems is the novelty 
ol the chace; you expect, you hope for 
difficulties; and to divert yourſelf, can 
be ſo cruel as to torture the innocent and 
unoffending. * 

But give me leave to aſk you, where 
you intend to ſtop, and you profeſs that 
marriage is intirely out of the queſtion. 
What conflicts are you then preparing for 
yourſelf: if after having fed a growing af- 
fection, until it is not only become trou- 
bleſome, but unconquerable, you are to 
tear yourſelf from all your ſoul holds 
dear, to prevent the world's en 
your diſcretion. 

Would the women but properly exert 
themſelves, they might be ſecure from the 
groſſeſt of affronts, except with pro- 
feſſed villains) but it is a notorious, tho 


very indelicate practice, for a lady one 
F 6 day 


m- 
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day to reſent the daring propoſal, and the 
next accept of the offender for her huf- 
band: whilſt the vain-glory of having 
greatly fought, conceals the ignominy of 
having been attacked, __ the — $ 
obſervation.” ' 
I expected no leſs from et generous, 
your pathetic apoſtrophe, to the poor de- 
parted hero, than that you meant to tranſ- 
plant his blighted family into a happier 
foil. + They are already allied to nobility, 
nor can I perceive any thing prepoſterous 
in whatever deſigns you may form with 
reſpect io the worthy Le Feuers daughter, 
except ſuch as are rn __ ba 
fiable. bb 1 

As Miſs Le Fever'is ch gol object 
of your purſuit, I have confined myſelf to 
the enforcing her ſtrong and irreſiſtible 
claim to your honourable conſideration : 
but 1 muſt,” at the ſame time, take leave 
to obſerve,” that a finiſhed form, - well-cul- 
tivated manners, and delicate principles, 
will, wherever found, be an infallible 
&nthon for generons approbotion. T.. 
vob 1 les 
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tles may be purchaſed or inherited by the 
moſt unworthy of the ſpecies; eſtates 


8 4 and immenſe poſſeſſions acquired by the 


baſeſt, nay the moſt illiterate of men; 
but an elegant figure, and a beautiful 
ſoul, are ſo immediately the work of hea- 
ven, that it is a kind of facrilege to at- 
tempt to vitiate them ; and both crueland 
abſurd, in ſuch circumſtances as your 
Lordſhip's, to deny them the higheſt dig- 
-nities. 3 Th | 
My heat is rather ſubſiding, and I be- 
-gin once more to believe that my remon- 
ſtrances are needleſs. It is all gaiety of 
heart, the amuſement of an idle hour, or 
you would not have ann by _ 
flow gradations. 

Suppoſe you was to coeur retire- 
ment to them, the village, within one half. 
mile of my houſe, is ſweetly rural. I 
could be a friend to them: my wife 
would take uncommon pleafure in. coun- 
tenancing and chearing their depreſſed 
hearts. Mrs. Le Fever's penſion might 
chus be heat wide, and the bleſſings of. 


culo 
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eaſe and competence by this means intro- 
duced to their humble habitation. 

I ſhould not be furpriſed, if in your 
preſent humour, this propoſal was to incur 
your cenſure and ridicule; but the con- 
ſciouſneſs of my own integrity will enable 
me to laugh at your little malice. 

Do not, however, deſiſt writing, it is the 
only chance you haye for deliverance in 
your greatelt extremity ; for I may un- 
expectedly ſave you from that worſt ene- 
my yourſelf, by an irreſiſtible and judi. 
ciouſly timed ſtroke of friendly admoni- 
tion. | 

Shall we not ſee you the whole ſum- 
mer? that would be the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment you could inflict, for any offence 
you may have received from 


Yours, &c. 


G. HEN DON. 
enen 
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LETTER XVI. 


Lord CIERACE 4% ARTHUR Jonxsox, 
EV: 


XTOW, Arthur, I am wholly yours: 
I will conquer my weakneſs for a 
lump of romantic mortality, that would 
ſacrifice my everlaſting peace to the moſt 
abſurd and far - fetched ſentiments of 
Honor. | 

Only read this ſecond lecture from Sir 
George, and you will ſoon be convinced 
that I have bounded to the utmoſt verge: 
he will furely blow up all my happy views 
and expectations, if I do not deſcend to 
write him an epiſtle upon his own ſober 
plan, by the very return of the poſt. 

But pray obſerve what a compound 
of contradictions and nonſenſe he has ſent : 
firſt he will awaken me, and then he js 
convinced I am not afleep : this moment 
I am clawed off molt mercileſsly, and the 
next entreated to ſpare the gentle victim. 
Then his provoking taunts of the impro- 
bability 
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bability of my ſucceeding with her, are 
they to be ſupported ? but his intimation 
of betraying the ſecrets of our correſpon- 
dence, ſhocked me to that degree, that I 
know not when I ſhall recover myſelf. 
Your honeſt fellows are very uſeful on 
ſome occaſions, but-dreadfully dangerous 
on others. -; | 

Even poor Mrs. Leeſon does not eſcape 
his virulence, but I can tell him his lan- 
guage is much too rough for ſo elderly 
and reſpectable a gentlewoman. How 

prettih he demands may he truſt me? 
ought he to go from home for ſatisfaction 

in that particular? and as for his ought I 
to truſt myſelf, I acknowledge is doubtful. 
Fhave my infirmities, Arthur, and am not 
a Sir George Hendon : but it were end- 

leis to attempt a diſſection of his abſurdi- | 
ties; I will only beg you to attend to his 
admirable ſet of reflections, beginning in 
madneſs, and ending in torture, together 
with his diſingenuous purpoſe of inciting 
me to ſacrifice my darling liberty, in order 
to purchaſe ny ee dom. 


Bas 


Mis LE FEVER. 113 

But matrimony is too antiquated and 
battered a form to captivate your friend, 
except in the laſt exigence: ; for ſhe muſt 


be obtained, let the price be ever ſo extra- 
vagant. 

I am fo unſucceſsful, Johnſon, that I 
cannot help believing there 1s ſome ſecret 
witchcraft, ſome covered fraud, that coun- 
terworks all my endeavours : it ſhall be 
unravelled, let the conſequence be what 
it may. 

Death and deſtruction is it come to 
this? to doat upon a miſerable, proud, 
mean female; doat upon her in ſpite of 
inclination, reaſon, and conviction: it is 
indeed both torture and madneſs ; but ſhe 
muſt, ſhe ſhall be mine ; and the puppy 
that has ſnivelled himſelf into her fa- 
vor, ſhall either reſign her to my prior 
claim, or I will deal very roughly by 
him. ; 
But I always begin at the wrong end 
of a tale; the cauſe, not the effect, ſhould 
be firſt communicated : yet who can help 
raving ! no Anthony, no Alexander, was 


half 
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half ſo weak or deſperate. Had I ten 
thouſand worlds, I would ſacrifice them all, 
rather than be deprived of the moſt 
finiſhed mortal that ever exiſted, | 
O, Johnſon, I now begin to feel what 
I always conceived to be mere cant: for- 
tune, titles, dignities, what do they avail 
their poſſeſſors. A curate, the loweſt and 
moſt deſpicable of curates, but I will ex- 
plain myſelf more to your ſatisfaction. 

I havenotſeen this, no name is either too 
good or too bad for her as ſhe has managed 
it; enchantreſſes let me call her ; theſe two 
whole days miſerable enough, you may 
be certain I have been, by what you know 
of my impatient and troubleſome diſpoſi- 
tion ; and it came into my head a few 
hours ago, to ſtroll out and take a view of 
the houſe forſooth, that contains the pre- 
cious girl. I may perhaps ſee Jenny, 
thought I, and acquire ſome intelligence: 
what! ſculk like an eves-dropper, deman- 
ded my pride, to be ſpurned and de- 
ſpiſed. Haughtineſs was natural to ſome 
people, and cringing to others; hut what- 

ever 
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ever degree of the former I might have in 
my compoſition, I was ſatisfied I did. not 
poſſeſs a ſingle atom of the latter, nor 
would I ſo egregioufly feed the vanity of 
any woman, let me ſuffer what I would. 

A gentler paſſion then aſſuming the 
reins, I recollected that it was only ſome 
converſation with Jenny, the honeſt hum- 
ble Jenny, that I meant to ſeek after, and 
I might depend upon her beſt informa- 
tion: but if ſhe ſhould betray me? be- 
tray, what ? that I met her by accident, 
and liſtened to her prattle :—no, no, truſt 
her for that; it was her own ſecret, not 
mine, and I might ſafely rely upon her. 

I went, Arthur, and would you believe 
it, in the very inſtant that I reached Mrsz 
Leeſon's door, did Jenny come out with 
ſome letters in her hand. | 

| Mrs. Jenny, Mrs. Jenny, cried I, in a 
low voice, but away ſhe whiſked. — The 
women are all bewitched, exclaimed I, in 
a rage, only look at them, and they con- 
ceive you are going to devour them. I 


did not, however, let her eſcape me, but | 
having 
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having overtaken her in a convenient place | 
for my purpoſe, Mrs. jenny, ſaid I, have 
you forgot your old friend Mr. Smith ? 
Bleſs me, fir, my Lord I mean, returned 
the fluttered fool, (fo Le Fever ke; t her 
word with me) I did not fee your Lord- 
hip, I did not know your ROME, I 
was ſo frightened. _ 

Where are you going, my girl, de- 
manded I in the moſt friendly accent ? 
who do theſe letters (and I could ſcarce 
reſtrain my itching fingers) belong to. 
Indeed, your Lordſhip, ſaid jenny, 
ought not to tamper with a poor ſervant, 
you are not to ſee them. 

Not ſee them ! cried TI, in a kind of 
frenzy, (ſnatching them in the ſame mo- 
ment out of her hands) no noiſe I beſeech 
you, Mrs. Jenny, I mean no harm to you, 
your miſtreſs, nor your miſtreſs's friend; 
but who told you I was not to fee them? 
No: body, fir, 1 the poor nen 
| 
Hoy durſt you then trifle with me, re- 

turned I, a little ſternly ; do you not know 
WE that 
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that paſſion and madneſs are the ſame 
thing; it is well I was not t proved to 
uſe you ill. | 
O, my Lord: Lord me no Lords, ſaid 
I, callme Smith, any thing but that mouth- 
ful of formality. Have I not always 
behaved kindly to you? the laſt time we 
met, no perſon could be civiler or more 
chatty than yourſelf; but now you have ſet 
that Lordſhip between us, I ſuppoſe I 
have nothing to expect but filence and 
relerve. 

Indeed, fir, Mr. Smith, returned the 
poor terrified creature, I will ſay what 
you pleaſe, I will do any thing to oblige | 
you, only let me carry the letters ſafe : 
I promiſed Miſs Le Fever not even to lay 
them down out of my hands, for fear 
they ſhould be forgot. 

No more of the letters, my good 1 


ſaid 1, I give you my honor I will deli- 
ver them myſelf at the poſt-houſe. You 


muſt tell me what all the family ſaid to 
Maſs Le Fever's coming home alone on 
Sunday, 
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Sunday, and what conſtrutions are put 
upon my abſenting myſelf. 

Oh, dear fir, pray fir, cried Jenny, don't 
be angry with a poor girl for wiſhing to 
do her duty, only let me go to the poſt- 
office with you. 

What a fool, ſaid I, do you doubt my 
veracity 2 can you ſuſpect I would de- 
ceive you ? you krfow who I am, and 
my character is at ſtake. 

Do but mind her anſwer, Johnſon. 

Ah, tir, a ſervant's character is indeed 
of the utmoſt conſequence, for if they 
want a character they muſt want bread: 
but people of faſhion, I believe, ſeldom 
talk of any ſuch thing. 

I love you for your ſimplicity, Jenny, 
ſaid I, but learn to know me better. Some 
perſons may be ſo baſe as to diſregard 
their words, but my word is every thing 
with me, as you ſhall be convinced. If 
you do not hear, my girl, that theſe letters 
arrive ſafe, agreeable to their ſeveral di- 


rections, then never more truſt man, let 
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his proteſtations be what they may. 
wil you accept of a pair of gloves ? 

Indeed, indeed, fir, I will not accept 
bf any thing but your good-will ; it ſhall 
never be ſaid that I was bnbed. Mails 
Le Fever is all goodneſs to me; and to 
be paid on every hand, would be the 
vileſt thing in nature. I have not lived 
ſo long with Mrs. Leeſon, but I know 
what goodneſs means, and would prac- 
tice it too if I could. I ſhall cry all 
night about theſe letters. 

Hold your tongue, huſſy, ſaid I ſmiling, 
and I will intruſt you with a moſt im- 
portant ſecret :—I am in love with Miſs 
Le Fever. | | | 

Heaven forbid, ſir, exclaimed the good 
girl: if you could ruin ſuch a young 


lady, you can do any thing. b 
1 abjure the thought: I love her; better | 


than I do myſelf, and would not injure 
her for ten thou®nd worlds. 

And will you marry her, fir, deman- 
ded the pretty gipſey. O, dear fir, ſhe 
will make the ſweeteſt of ladies; ſo hum- 

ble, 
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ble, ſo charitable, ſo good; and will you 
fpeak for me to live with her, if I ſhould 
haye the misfortune to bury my preſent 
worthy miſtreſs. I can work well with 
my needle, and waſh ſmall linen, and 
Yes, yes, Jenny, ſaid I, impatient to 
change the ſubject, if I can but once per- 


fuade her to have me, 1 can anſwer for 
the reft. 13 


1 am fo glad, e ſhe, with an 
honeſt earneſtneſs, then I can have done 
no harm in parting with the letters : but 
indeed, fir, you terrified me ; ſure you 
will never be in ſuch a paſſion with poor 
Miſs Le Fever, ſhe i is all gentleneſs, mild- 
neſs, and — © 

Never fear, Jenny, and NOW wont you 
tel me all you know ? 

La, fir, ſaid ſhe, you have every 
Wan clear out of my head, I can think 
of nothing but Mils Le Fever's being a 
lady: I hope it will not run as glibly off 
my tongue, as it does over my mind. 

Take care, Jenny, that would be te 
ruin the pe 1 915 1825 u moſt love. a e 
Fen 2 9 % 2413 ö 


o Lid 7 
g © + 


Miss LE F EVER. FAR 


But why, but why, fir; reſurned the 
delighted creature, don't you tell them all 


what you propoſe ? O dear, it would 8 
ſuch joy to their hearts. 


May be not, Jenny, I ſuſpect Miſs 17 
Fever has another lover, and 1 could not 
bear to be refuſed. O falſehood, that 


ever thou ſhouldſt be ſo prophetic ! 
Sure you cannot ſuſpect Mr. Leceiſter, 


returned Jenny, in a ſecond tremor, he 


only brought a letter out of the country ; 


he is moſt certainly a very pretty young . 


gentleman, and ſeems to admire (but who 


does not admire) Miſs Le Fever. I ne- 


ner ſaw any thing particular between 
them, except when he ſaluted her the 


morning ſhe went to Kenſington. 


Zaluted her! wretch, exclaimed Cle- « 


rage, how dared he even to think of ſo 
bold an action: what's his name ? Where 


does he live? 


Better be any thing, ſaid Jenny, and f 
have the proſpect of a little peace, than 


lo violent a gentleman, and be my lady. 


And will you tell Miſs Le Fever as 


G much, 
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much, Mrs. Jenny, demanded I, vehe- 
SPE i ier! 5 FED | 


| "ag you vill never mention me, 
continued I, taking hold of her hands, 
but with the higheſt commendation, or 


you ſhall never ſee her more. 


Forgive me, fir, excuſe me- 
_Swear then, cried I; I am ſatisfied, by 
your reluctance to take an oath, yo 
would religiouſly. obſerve it : ſwear then 
this inſtant, and we will be as 1a 
friends as ever. f 
The trembling timid ſoul did at e þ 
venture to repeat a ſolemn promiſe after 
me; but ! could perceive her fooliſh heart 
was ready to burſt with terror and obſti- | 
bee | 126k 
Come, come, N girl) ſaid I, a 
up your tears and compoſe yourſelf, To 


be ſure the corner of this court is pretty 


retired, or what would people have 
thought of us could you have been 
more agit tated, if your * fe bad been 


in danger, . * EA 4 E 07 It: 1 * hr 
| 4} | Life. 
1 IA ; 4 . 
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Life, fir, repeated ſhe, rather ſaucily, 
I don't know what you mean, fir, if folks 
honeſty is not dearer to them than every 
other conſideration, I think they are not 
very fit to live: but tho you have forced 
me to ſwear never to ſpeak my worſt 
thoughts of you to this poor young lady, 
I will neyer join to do her the ſmalleſt 
injury; you ſhall kill me firſt; and now 
1 have told you all * mind 1 wall be 
much eaſier. | 
Well then, my dear Jonny ſaid L, as 
ve have waſted much time to little 
purpoſe, and the family may wonder what 
has detained you, only promiſe to meet 
me on the ſame ſpot at half an hour after 
eight to-morrow evening, and I will im- 
mediately go and execute the commiſſion 
with which you have intruſted me. E 
Remember, ſir, rephed Jenny, with a 
tragical oh in her countenance, that my 
whole happineſs is at ſtake; and as you 
wiſh peace to your own. breaſt, do not 
make a bad uſe of the power you have 
5 over a ſumple, honeſt girl: ſhould 
G 2 | the 
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the letters miſcarry, I will run away let 
what will be the conſequenoe; for I could 
never bear to be ſuſpected of a practice 
I 'moſt abhor, bribery and corruption. 
Good night: I am but a poor ſervant its 
true; terme rn rs . een a 


Be ſatisfied, Jenny, Laid 1, you - ſhall 
have no reaſon to repent your involun- 


tary tranſgreſſion of Miſs Le Fever's re- 


queſt. I will as ſafely depoſite them as 
you yourſelf would have done (only gra- 


tifying my cunolity with reſpect to their 


contents); you know there is fuch a 
8 aſide upon occaſion. 
'' My impatience to exam ine the prize 1 


had obtained was ſo great, that I turned 


into the firſt coffee-houſe I came to; and 
having ſeated - myſelf in a private box, 
drew the precious epiflles with great cau- 

tion, tho much 38 wat out of wy” 


6 
The firſt I glanced my 9 2 upon was 


of no concern to me, as I was well ac- 


quainted with both the characters, and 
9023: +: 4) | the 
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the country correſpondent to whom it was 
addreſſed. The only friend, I believe, 
Mrs. Leefon claims beſides myſelf. 

The ſecond was from the little traitoreſs 
to one Miſs Winter, her boſom friend and 
confidant I ſuppoſe: but how ſhall J in- 
form you of what almoſt blaſted my ſight 
in the inſtant of my beholding it. The 
third was directed to that very paltry cu- 
rate I mentioned in the beginning of this 
letter. I tore open the ſeal too abruptly, 
conſidering I muſt make it good, and had 
the „aur to read as follows: 


1 My. Luepiornn x. ; 


Jin! 4 


anita TLELI. "4 £5 


According to my ba and 01 
calculation, this letter will greet you im- 
mediately on your arrival at Birmingham; 
for, if I miſtake not, you ſaid your buſi- 
neſs would detain you a whole week upon 
the road; and if my good wiſhes have 
been efficacious, neither fatigue nor diffa- 
bern have been your portion. 

44 (3 3 0 I 
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© I own I have particular pleaſure in 
the proſpect of our correſpondence: I 
know you ſenſible, and 1 believe you ſin- 
cere: there is but one unpediment that I 
can foreſee to my utmoſt, wiſhes and ex- 
pectations being anſwered. 

Why will you not maine your ſelf 


FE that my friendſhip is fixed as fate; that I 


have been rather ſuddenly attached! mult 
acknowledge, but approbation works quick 
upon the ſoul, and can beſt be accounted 


for by your own feelings. As it is not 


my conſtitution to be over-warm in any 
inclination, there is the ſtronger probabi- 


| lity of my permanence. What you call 


love, you muſt give me leave to know by 


the title of eſteem : the one depends upon 


the fancy, the other on the judgment; 


and you cannot be offended to have rea- 
ſon concerned on ſo important an occaſion. 
I cannot help congratulating myſelf 
as well as you, that our acquaintance has 
commenced at the very period it has done, 
Our characters barely formed, our facul- 
ties ſtill unfolding themſelves, our minds 


3: 


1 
% 


Miss LE FEVER 127 


unhackneyed in the arts of life, and our 
diſpoſitions, I hope not, uncorrigible: 
what advantages may we not derive from 
it. I know: the kind of perſon I could 
like to ſpend my days with; and by ob- 
ſerving the ſeveral changes you are likely 
to be exerciſed in, of hope, fear, doubt, 
and perplexity, I ſhall not only be enabled 
to diſcover, but to ſoften or invigorate 
the moſt predominant, the moſt irreſtrain- 
able, and moſt worthy paffions n a 
endued with, » 

© You ſeem at preſent diſpoſed to Sigel. 
ver 3 up to the deluſions of fond 
credulity : I am the moſt extraordinary of 
mortals, and we muſt be happy. 
I hall not attempt to undeceive you, 
we inſenſibly recover our reaſon when we 
leaſt expect it: the brighteſt objects be- 
come at length familiar to our ſight; and 
as the glare wears off, or rather as our 
eyes acquire ſtrength, we are capable of 
examining thoſe perſections minutely, 
we once took only in the groſs. Enjoy 
your enthuſiaſm then, my friend, ſo long 
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as it laſts; but the moment you perceive 


it begin to wain, avail yourſelf of the lu- 
cid interval. Weigh well the merits and 
demerits of your newly-created idol ; and 


ſhould the former actually over-balance 


the latter, you ought to fit down con- 
tented—for remember frailties as well as 
charms, are the portion of humanity. 

Let us proceed upon a rational plan: 
your proſperity will be ever grateful to 
me, your happineſs eſſential to my own. , 


and tho you was to ceaſe to be my lover, 
you ſhould continue to be my friend. 


The language of - ſincerity muſt be plea- 
ſing; and the affection of ſenſibility at all 
times acceptable: flattery is a meanneſs 


in the undeſigning, and the grand engine 
of the baſe and ungenerous; it cannot 


therefore have any place where truth and 
faith become the queſtion. In one word, 
my friend, by ceaſing to conſider me as 
a goddeſs, you would n N 


happy woman. 
1 ſhall be glad to hear Bom you again 


whenever it is convenient, and hope we 


ſhall 
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ſhall one day meet to our mutual fatis- 
faction. a] | NEIL 

| I am, F 


| Lz Frven.” 


Piſtols, PTY Vieh every inſtrument 
of death, now danced before my diſtrac- | 
ted imagination; but recollecting I might 
be obſerved, I conſtrained myſelf in the 
beft manner I was able, and "clin for 
pen and ink, diſcharged all that vengeance 
upon paper, I could ill contain within 
my own breaſt : then tearing it in pietes, 
as an evidence of my folly and extrava- 
gance, I orice more endeavoured to read 
the dire confeſſion of the moſt valuable 
of hearts. 

Don't you obſerve how prettily ſhe af. 
fures him of her beſt wiſhes *for his caſe 
and ſafety —had the bottomleſs pit but I 
will be calm. Did you ever before know 
an inſtance of a creature's renouncing its 
natural food, a girl of eighteen difguſted 
with flattery: it is the you mae ſtroke 
of een humility. 


G5 She 
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She "REN to ſee the ſleek curate again 
to their mutual ſatisfaction: but I am no 


politician if they ever obtain another in- 


terview. Plots, perils, every thing ſhall 


. , be undertaken, every thing ſhall be prac- 
tiſed, to prevent ſo barbarous an union. 


How happy I am, Arthur, that your 
virtue is not ſo rigid as my much - valued 


wo Hendon' s. What would become of me, 


all turbulent as my foul is at preſent, if I 
was denied the communication of its 


workings: but Sir George's life has been 


as unblemiſhed as his nature is free from 


exceptions ; he knows not therefore to 


tolerate infirmities, he has never experi- 
enced—whilſt you from having erred, 
muſt 9p and excuſe the errors 
I am hurzied into, * 

You ſhall have the en that are 
intended for the confidant, by the next 
poſt; I have taken faithful copies of each, 
but can tranſcribe no further at this period. 
My head, my heart achs : it is pride, it is 
the bitterneſs of mortification, the violence 


of * that thus agitates and diſtracts me. 
"Hendon, 


J * 
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Hendon ! Hendon! 1 that my heart had 
but reſembled thine in more reſpects than 


warmth of friendſhip, as my days might 


then perhaps have been equally ſerene ; 
but it is cowardly to whine at. remediable 


misfortunes ; and I am, Johnſon, 


Tours, as uſuall, 
CLERAGE. 
25 y* nig. 
ba « $29 {FFF 49 er act 1 
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From lie ſame {0 the ſame. ata 


OW pray obſerve the lady, Arthur, 
| in her unreſtrained, moments, and 
judge what an aggravation of. f my ſuffer; 
ings it muſt be, to find her at once ſo 
amiable, and ſo averſe to every ſoft incli- | 
nation, atleaſt where 1 am io i 
I have had another letter from. 

George, mine it ſeems was not ſufficiently | 
ſatisfactory. I muſt leave London, and 
find conſolation in the boſom of friend- 
ſhip. His expreſſions are ſo many dag- 
gers to my heart ; I feel their energy, but 
G 6 1 
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1 cannot yield to them. What ſhall I 
iy the field in the hour of danger, leave 
"the lovely girl an eaſy prey to the meaneſt 


of wretches, and abandon her to poverty, 
and a whole train of inſupportable evils. 


It will not be, and itis a folly to think of 
it. 


Read * own language, and if it is the 


picture of her ſoul, you muſt allow it is a 


moſt beautiful one. What do I fay ? but 


I ſhall be intirely reformed in ſpite of my- 


ſelf; for do I not love, do I not admire 
virtue for its intrinſic value only ? nor can 
I wonder at all the buſtle that is made 
about i it, when it can work ſo palpably 


upon a heart that N nay that bleeds 
from its exiſtence. 


Iſhall never come to the letter, unlefs 
I throw it upon you abruptly. To at- 
tempt to introduce it with any kind of 


ptopriety, is the weaknels of frenzy, for 
does it not contain my irrecoverable con- 


dernmation. 
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Miſs Lz Fever to Mifs WINTER. 


Vo mult, my dear Polly, you ſhall 
be reconciled to my election, for am I not 
the beſt judge of my own happineſs. 

* Thoſe that have never experienced the 
folly of greatneſs, cannot form a proper 
idea of what they deſpiſe : but I have par- 
ticipated all the joys that vanity can be- 
ſtow, the feaſts of luxury, and the emp- 
tineſs of profuſion, yet never did I derive 
any true felicity from them all. I tell 
you my diſpoſition 1s calculated for hum- 
ble ſcenes: the flenderly covered table, the 
neat but plain appearance has infinite 
charms for me. I know not whether it is 
from humility or apprehenſion, but the 
condition that is leaſt liable to change or 
interruption, is the only condition that I 
can approve. Are there any poſſeſſions 
equal to peace and tranquility ? and are 


they not peculiar to the meek and lowly 
of heart? 


* With Mr. Leiceſter my 2 are 
quite agreeable to my wiſhes ; but you 


are 
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-are well acquainted with my ſentiments 
reſpecting him, and I need not repeat 
them: his merit juſlifies my partiality ; 
and you ſhall not withhold your approba- 
tion from neither the one nor the other. 

] muſt inform you of an adventure I 
bave lately met with. 

* You have frequently heard me expreſs 
how deeply both my friendſhip and grati- 
tude are engaged to Mrs. Leeſon ; never 
was there a kinder neighbour, or more 
valuable woman; but ſhe has a relation, 
my dear; you have heard of Lord Cle- 
rage, —he i is the man, and a very trouble- 
ſome and impertinent one I fear I ſhall 
find him. 
le would not be diſagreeable i in his 
perſon, if he was free from ſelf-ſufficiency ; 
nor unpleaſing in his manners, if he would 
allow them to be natural ; but he has it 
ſeems been ruined by the indulgence of 
his relations, the flattery of his dependants, 
and the early pers of a noble for- 

tune. 
8 „Ni is mighty fond of ing: a pri- 
vate 
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vate character; and Mrs. Leeſon, who 
lives but to oblige every perſon with whom 
ſhe is connected, was eaſily prevailed 
upon to tolerate him in what ſhe believed 
to be an innocent and rational inclination; 
but ſhe is as much unacquainted with his 
gaieties, as unſuſpicious of his artifice. 

* I have not the vanity to think that 
his whole motive for viſiting ſo gcod a 
woman was merely on my account; but 
wherever he firſt beheld me, the novelty 
of my countenance ſtruck his ' giddy 
fancy ; and finding me placed beneath h's 
honourable conſideration, incited him to 
purſue me for the baſeſt purpoſes. I am, 
however, ſurpriſed, at his want of judg- 
ment ; the girl that could voluntarily re- 
nounce all that fortune, could procure, 
in order to render [herſelf ſerviceable to 
the beſt of mothers, muſt be ſuperior to 
the common methods of ſeduction. | 
What arts can he play off, that I am 
not prepared to detect and deſpiſe ; and 
what can he offer, what propoſe, that virtue 
and hunulity would not contemn. Nay, I 

. think 


(3 23 
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think that, notwithſtanding I muſt allow 
he has much merit, that had I never ſeen 
Mr. Leceiſter, I could not, on the ho- 
neſteſt terms, have approved him. He 
is ſo conſcious of his own advantages, or 
perhaps it is my prejudice that gives him 
that appearance in my eyes, for I muſt 


-  eonfels that his every word is ner 


kis every action condeſcenſion. 
Jam no at that very age chat invites 
the crueleſt attempts; and my ſituation, 
but it is the only inconvenience of it, con- 
foires to enecurage the bold deſigner: 
but what are the allurements of vice, that 
they can be ſuppoſed capable of under- 
mining native purity, or what the gratifi- | 
cations of debauchery, that delicacy would 
nct abhor? is it the midnight revel, the 


led jeſt, the daring impertinence, or the 


barbarous infult, that proves the irreſiſta- 
ble charm to evil? Girls, in their ſtate of 
innocence, can only form an idea of the 
miſery of infamy, from the certainty of its 
being the very eum to what 11 have 


7 


* 
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O may I always be defended from the 
horrors and inſupportable interruption of 
a guilty commerce; but it is prepoſterous 
to mention it; ſhall my beloved father 
have breathed his laſt in a noble cauſe ? 
ſhall he have ſo ſtrongly, ſo fatally evinced, 
how ſuperiorly he valued his honour to 
his life, and his darling child ſhrink at a 
little danger or difficulty, to preſerve her 
perſon iwwöolate ? The daughter of the 
worthy Le Fever ſubmit to proſtitution ! 
I need not er ſo ſelf: evident a de- 
mand. 

Js not chaſtity, my dear Polly, the 
grand ornament of the female world ? all 
lovely, all-ſecuring chaſtity ; for the wo- 
man that forſeits it, feels her whole foul, 
in a ſhort time, contaminated, and ceaſes _ 
to ſhadder at the commiſſion of the moſt 
flagrant crimes : has not even murder been 
the conſequence of breach of chaſtity ? - 
nay to the eternal reproach of the ſex, 
has not the fallen wretch become the dia- 
bolical inſtrument of trapanning the un- 
wary, the artleſs, and the virtuous, tho 

they: 
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they have borne the outward reſemblance 
of herſelf ? For man to prey upon man, 
however ſhocking to humanity, where the 
name of ambition has been heard, may be 
accounted for : but the unnatural, the in- 
fernal practice in queſtion, can be traced 
to no other ſource than the abſolute fiend ; 
but I ought. to tell you the . reaſon of all 
theſe reflections. 
Perhaps you aſk if Lord * has 
| preſumed to make diſhonourable propo- 
ſals to me ? can you doubt either the pre- 
ſumption or villainy of a man, that could 
be engaged in ſuch an affair as the de- 
ſtruction of the inn-keeper's daughter ? 
But I muſt acknowledge the actual 
indignity has not yet been offered; yet 
am I ſatisfied, that want of opportunity, 
not inclination, has been the 1mpediment. 
Has he not made the moſt alarming 
| advances; - ſtole upon my acquaintance 
under a borrowed name; deluded me to 
attend him to the Magdalen-houſe, (an 
impolitic expedition indeed) and in our 
return treated me very unworthily ? 
| | Mrs. 
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Mrs. Leeſon, the only deception I be- 
lieve ſhe ever practiſed, gave him to us, 
on his firſt * ne a . 
gentleman. 
His eaſy addreſs, and Aussig f po- 
liteneſs, beſpoke him of ſuperlor rank. I 
was ſenſible he was agreeable, but I was 
likewiſe ſenfible he was confident :/his viſit 
happened too to be rather mal- a- propos: 
my heart was a good deal depreſſed by 
poor Leceiſter's departure; and as I 
found his eyes rather bold and inquiſitive, 
I reſolved to encounter them as ſeldom as 
poſſible. How would it mortify his 
pride, if he knew that I beheld him as an 
excellent foil for my unaſſuming lover? 
Very little paſſed that day: my pen 
employed me in my own apartment, 
whilſt he condeſcended to Haute and cut 
with his graver friends. 

Mrs. Leeſon, whoſe Jae rv is 
an unqueſtionable ſanction, mentioned 
him in ſuch favorable terms, that I at 
length began to relax the ſeverity of my 


behaviour; ; and as I found my reſerve ; 
had 
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had hurt him, and conceived ſome con- 
ceſſions were due to his valuable relation, 
I moſt readily accepted his offer of con- 


 dufting me into the city. 


Our converſation was n. 
meaning: compliments on his part, and 
trite obſervations on mine, filling up the 
whole ſpace between our houſe and the 
Magdalen- Chapel. We had not been 
long ſeated, before a gentleman and lady 
at ſome little diſtance, whiſpered each 


ather; it is him, it is Lord Clerage, I 


thought I could not be miſtaken ; that 
genteel air is perfectly his own.” 1 

The whole ſtory of the inn keeper s 
dardghtree inſtantly ſuggeſted itſelf to my 
imagination. For what purpoſes, thought 
I, may I not have been conveyed to this 
place. That poor injured girl was no 
more ſuſpicious of - her approaching fate, 
when the was deluded from her home, 
than I of this man's real name or charac- 
ter, when I quitted mine; but I will con- 


Coal the pac oats I N ſo unex; ectedly 


made, 
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made, unleſs I find the: rey caling i it neceſ· 


ſary to, my own preſervation, 

We returned to our coach; my Lord 
took my hand with an appearance of the 
greateſt reſpect; but judge of my ſurpriſe 
and apprehenſion, when I found him preſs. 
it with very impertinent ardor. I haſtily 
withdrew it : he looked politely confident, 
but ſuddenly, became ſo bold as to kiſs my 
cheek, with a fooliſh,empty ſpeech that I 
really do not remember. | 

« My. father's ſpirit was rouſed in my 
heart, and I warmly reſented his audaci- 
ous behaviour, when to my utter confu- 
ſion he called to the coachman to abate his 
pace, and deſcended to mutter curſes and 
execrations. 

He is, my dear, poſseſſed of a ſine 
1 diſpoſition. Can I ever be ſuf- 
ficiently thankful that the gentle Leceiſter, 
not his boiſterous Lordſhip, is likely to 
be maſter of my fate. 

* How guilt confounds | even its ſtrong- 
oft votaries: I ſtung him to the quick, by 
| ATR! the Oxfordſhire. tranſacttion. 

5 He 
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He would have vindicated himſelf ; but 
where is the villain that is willing to paſs 
for one. I, weak and inconſiderable as I 
am, awed him into filence, and ſetting 
me down, his pride or his paſſion, incited 
him to withdraw himſelf from my ſight. 
I bleſſed the effect, whatever was the 


cauſe. 
32 My mother and Mrs. 18 were 


very piouſly employed; they enquired for 
my gallant. | | 
„Why really, madam, ſaid 1 , addreſſing 
Mrs. Leeſon, he has given me the ſlip: I 
diſcovered from the converſation of ſome 
perſons that fat near us, that the gentle- 
man has a claim to honors and dignities ; 
and I think he was diſguſted,  mortified, 
and offended, at my n him with due 
diſtinction. F 
* I am ſorry, my dear Miſs Le Fever, 
ſaid Mrs. Leeſon, for the incident; it is 
his Lordſhip's chiefeſt delight to converſe 
with his friends upon equal terms. Now 
will he return to all thoſe wild fallies of 


your, from which he appeared to be fo 
abun- 
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abundantly weaned, by more ſober con- 
nections: you mult join with me. in re- 


calling him. 
O, madam, returned 1, (by no means 


in love with her propoſal) let his Lord- 
ſhip follow his own inclinations, he will 


reviſit you in a few days I will be an- 


{werable, and he cannot hurt himſelf much IT 


in that time. I wiſh for yourlake it had 


been otherwiſe, but I really ſuſpect he has 


more gaiety in his compoſition than you 
are aware of, 


I love his company, ſaid the good lady, 


but you perhaps behold him with leſs 
partiality than I do, nor could I be wil- 


ling to loſe it for a long period. 

„Two days have now paſled away, 
and no Lord Clerage, I therefore begin 
to hope we ſhall never more be troubled 
with him. 1 could forgive him every 
thing but his. hypocriſy to this worthy 
woman. f 

Ill companions 2 5 perſuade ; +: 
heated brain may be hurried into great 


extravagancies, and even the beſt prin⸗- 
ciples 
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ciples for once perverted : but to continue 
to play the hypocrite, to exult in the baſeſt 
of impoſitions, that of ſobriety and inte- 
grity, is above all things unpardonable; 


for to make good the pretenſions to thoſe 


virtues, a knowledge of their lovelineſs 
ond value, is highly eſſential; and to 
have obtained that knowledge, and not 
pradtice them for a better purpoſe than a 
vile cloak, the moſt conſummate wicked- 
neſs, 

Let us, my dear Polly, © ever perſevere 
in the {weet path that is ſet before us: let 
us abhor, let us deteſt vice in every form; 
but at the ſame time let us never fail to 
pity and pray for even the moſt vicious, 
leaving judgment as well as puniſhment to 
that unerring power that alone knows 
where they are juſtly due. 

446 >. Jam c. 
C. Lx Fever.” 


Am I not an object of compaffion, Ar- 
thur, and what advice can you beſtow : 


upon me e? I am alogether hopeleſs in 
3 
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my purſuit, yet dare not mee 1 
confines of deſpair. Þt re 
I muſt. gain "lag eee Ben g ther 
curate, how ſhall we diſpoſe of him; we 
are not at preſent, t., reduced. 0 L 
the laſt exigence. eats abt cet 
Come up to town, and; 1 us ſet aun 
miſerable heads to work; your ſober; 
your penitential fit, has been of ſufficient 
continuance. . Calling over your brother's: 
hounds can but have ill-agreed with that 
gay active ſpirit nature has beſtowed upon 
you, but empty pockets are apt to en- 
gender ſpleen and diſſatisfaction 3 that 
vile compaſition money went deep, tho”, 
as Sir George obſeryes, it was an ugly 
buſineſs, and you may rejoicc that your 
necks were reſcued by any method from 
the impending load. His friendſhip too 
is irrevocably loſt-; but be of good cheer, 
the little affair I would employ you in, is 
of a ſafer nature, and ſhall amply hel 
your ſhattered finances. Only keep your- 
ſelf in readineſs, and be ſecret, and you 
wal. II ſhe 
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ſhe muſt be mine, tho ſo fickle, ſqueam- 
iſh, and abſurd is my humour, that all- 
raving as I am'to have her in my power, 
perhaps that very circumſtance would 1 in- 
ſtantly reſtore me to my reaſon. | 

To fly me is torture; to conſent, I tell 
you; Johnſon, it is all a kind of enchant- 
ment; and ſhould I be compelled to 
marry her in three days time, inſtead of a 
goddeſs—but I will not be prophane, 
Miſs Le Fever is an exception to every 
rule; and I will venture the dangerous 
experiment, if nothing leſs can deliver me 
from the * I now endure. 

| I am, &c. 
CLERAGE, 


„— — —— 


1 — 
| = - 1 
— 


Lrr IR XVIII. 
From the fame to the ſame. 
HIS Hendon has been again at his 
old pranks : how has the cauſe of 
vartue ſuffered in his defence of it, yet 
am I unable to convince him that plead- 
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ing is not his proper province; nothing 
will content him, it ___ but __ GE 
his gloomy manſion. 

Yet ſo far from antlers me, Ar- 
ib for reſolving to bring all madam's 
fine profeſſions to the teſt, he ſurely ought 
to commend me. Sincerity cannot be 
called ſincerity but upon proof, nor virtue 
virtue on any other terms, therefore by 
your leave, Sir George, I ſhall for once 
preſume to follow my own inventions. 

You cannot have forgot my appoint- 
ment with Jenny: what a wretch would 
his knightſhip deem me if he was worthy 
to be made acquainted with that piece- of 
fineſſe; but enough of him for the pre- 
lent, 

Jenny and I met, my Johnſon, at the 
time and place appointed ; ſhe all timidity 
and apprehenſion, I all gratitude and love. 

How does my ſweet Le Fever do, de- 
manded I? has ſhe vouchſafed to men- 
tion me, tell me every thing you can re- 
collect? | 
iq * not ſeen bek fince, Gb; na 

| H 2 the 
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me provcking jade; I cannot bear to even 


look her in the face, until ſhe receives an 
anſwer to her letters. 
Ton ae 1, Bw: you 
not yet reconciled to the friendly ſteps you 
ate taking in her intereſt; I tell you ſhe 
mall n "you: . ber wo. 
man. 110 18 Lf * $1 1 
— me, — the, in an ey 
neſt rapture, that ever I ſhould be born for 
ſuch preferment. I ſhall be very far to 
feek at firſt, tho' I do _—_ to dreſs 
—— n my miſtreſs. 
Her Lady ſhip, you may ee Wer 
8 will he as little troubleſome as the wor- 
thy woman you have to deal with at pre- 
ſent, returned I, to prevent a ſecond cata- 
logue of her performances, breaking in 
upon me like an inundation; nor will 
ſhe be leſs condeſcending, beſides ſo tight 
a laſs as you Jenny cannot fail to improve 
and recommend yourſelf more and more 
every day; but there is one very = w__ 
ny to be got over. g 


b n. not ſtick at any dings fir | 


A, * 4 quoth 


„ 
* 
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quoth the G damſel, in an honeſt 


* 
Nor will I ever N. . is diſho- 
ad Jenny, returned your friend. You 
ſee how much you are in my power in 
theſe private meetings; nay, never trem- 
ble child, I am only mentioning what 
many men would be capable of, but you 
find your own father could not treat you 
with more decency or tendernefs, except 
when you put me in that violent paſſion, 
and eventhen Ibehaved no worle thanmolt 
parents do when they are greatly provoked. 
What I would have you underſtand, Jen- 
ny, is, that I am above bale practiſes, only 
when I have fet my heart ſo intirely 
upon a buſineſs, I cannot help making 
uſe of ſome little ſtratagem; you muſt, 
you muſt, my dear Jenay, aſk 1 to 
go out on Fridax. 
What will decent er mes cried the Wy 
novice, what would you have me do 
now ? you have a great deal of honour 
in your mouth, fir, but God only knows 
we heart; and if yours ſhould be a cor- 


H3 rupt 
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rupt one, I ſhall ſurely die with ee 


and repentance. 
Prithee, my good girl,” ſaid I, 150 no 


| -Flounce before you are in danger of being 


caught, I have ſent the letters honeſtly 
and truly, (and fo I have, Arthur, or my 
defired purpoſe could not have been com- 
pleated) but-I muſt fee the gentleman 
and lady's anſwer. You need not be 
afraid of me, I am neither angry nor jea- 


 lous, it is only a little natural curioſity. 


And how, and how, ſir, demanded the 
poor thing, quite out of breath with ap- 
prehenſion, would you contrive it. I 
think, for my part, that it is as bad a ſin 
to rob people of their ſecrets as to pick 
their pockets, and ſure a Noble | 

Hold, cried 1 ſternly, why will you run 
the hazard of provoking me a ſecond 
time: the method I ſhall take is this; I 
will ſend or go to the. general polt-houſe 
before the letters-are delivered -out, and 
enquire for ſuch as are directed for your 
family, then will I have only one ſatisfac- 
tory peep, and convey them to you where- 


ever 
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ever you pleaſe to appoint, and you have 
but to ſay that you met the poſtman at - 
the door in your return. 

Well, far, I think it is true, aid thi 
pert huſſy, that the old gentleman I beg 
your —fir, I beg pardon, but I really was 
going to ſay, aſſiſts thoſe that follow his 
wicked ways, I could as ſoon have built 
a city, as have thought of fuch a ſcheme; 
conſider what faith I have in your prin- 
ciples and goodneſs, if I do comply with 
ſuch a propoſal. 

If you do comply did you ſay Mrs. 
Jenny, repeated I a little haughtily, you 
cannot {till forbear offending me. If I 
condeſcended to beg that ſervice as a fa- 
vour, which you have bound yourſelf to 
render me, ought you to have eſteemed it 
in that light. Might I not ruin you with 
all your friends, by reporting what has al- 
ready paſſed between us, and yet you 
ſcruple to take the moſt ſimple ſtep in 
nature, to promote my happineſs. ” 
If you was a bad man, faid this Mrs. 

Simplicity you would be a moſt merci- 
H 4 h lefs 


— 
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leſs one; but I am convinced (fear Arthur 
is the ſtrongeſt of all convictions) you are 
a very oppoſite perſon, and will make no 
farther heſitation. I will be at my fiſter's, 
Mrs. Dawſon, Peruke-maker, in Oxford 
Road; but you muſt uſe great caution, 
1 or ſhe will ſfupeF— = 
That I have deſigns upon her pretty 
ber, returned I ; nay, never bluſh, my 
good girl, people are fo cenſorious, they 
will think any thing ; and indeed there are 
very few men that can be truſted, but you 


hall find I am not of that number. 


This ſee- ſaw work between terror and 
approbation, is the beſt method of treat- 
ing your raw intriguers, or the conſciouſ- 
neſs of their own importance would incite 
them to. become intolerably reſtive. 
I ſhall be upon tenter-hooks until Fri- 
day; tho what can 1 expect, only the 
cruel, amuſement of reading the curate's 
happy heart, and beholding myſelf miſe- 
ee e * the nee Miſs Winter. 


4 


' Curiokity, 


— 
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Curioſity, curioſity, is an ee * 
rant, W 1-4 0 | 
Lam, c. 
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Hon the ſame to the ſame... 


'ERE we have it, Arthür, Mr. cu- 
rate's bright epiſtle 3 ; but 1 diſdain 
to prepolleſs you in the disfavour of a 
fellow, whoſe preſumption muſt ſtrike 
you in a Proper degree. As for the lady 8 
anſwer, we will read it together if you 
Pleaſe, and perhaps our opinion. and feel- 
ings may be ſimilar. 


* 
« #* % * 
1140 . P 
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To Miſs Ls Fever. f 


19 *. Vous good wiſhes, my dear madatn. 
could not fail of their efficacy ; nor have 
I any thing to complain of, but the di- 
ſtance that lies between us. To be de- 
prived of your converſation is no light 
n In company, even with my 

© | Hs. _ 


own underſtanding. 


ev of 
moſt approved friends, and tho the ſub⸗ 
jet may be intereſting or entertaining, 
your judicious, your tender, your all-en- 
hvening obſervations are wanting to give 
it its proper zeſt. You ſhall not, my be- 
loved Miſs. Le Fever, preſcribe to me ; I 
will, I muſt be rebellious, in the very firſt 
inſtance: reaſon, prudence, you preach to 
winds and waves. It is impoffible to re- 
ſtrain my feelings within ſuch narrow li- 
mits; not talk of your endowmentt, not 
contemplate your beauty ; you may call 
my {ſincerity in queſtion if you pleaſe, but 
you will, at the ſame tune, impeach your 


Jo bear your . poſſeſſions 
meekly, is the fineſt ſtroke of amiable hu- 
mility; but to be inſenſible of their ex- 
iſtence, a reflection upon your piety. 
Shall you be fo compleatly formed, yet 
forget to honour the author of ſuch per- 
feQtion ? and how can you duely honour 


-him, butby allowing all the merit of his 


work ? Would you ſuffer your mind to be 
0 "my furniſhed, and not preſent the 
| choioeſt 
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choiceſt part for a thankſgiving offering ? 
but I know you better than you do your- 
ſelf; and am well convinced, that every 
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gift is properly eſtimated. 
Thoſe blooming graces that inſpire 


every other heart with rapture and admi- 
ration, are conſidered by you as merely 
fleeting and tranſitory. You have the te- 
merity, my dear madam, to look forward 
to their decay; and as decay they mult, 
you are ever prepared to die with them, 
or greatly ſurvive them. It is only where 
immortality has ſet its mark, that you can 
reſt your attention; you will perſevere in 
the cultivation and improvement of evety 
virtuous and noble inclination, until na- 
ture, no longer able to ſuſtain the weight, 
the thin veil of mortality drops off, and 
you aſcend thoſe bright manſions, for 
which you have ſo vo ome ery, Þ fitted 
yourſelf. ann 
My friends are Carpriſca at the happy 
alteration in my health and temper. I 
no longer droop with indiſpoſition, nor 
am pctulant on trifling contradictions: 
f H 6 | fortune, 
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| fortune, by; its propitiouſneſs on a late oc- 

caſion, has made me ample amends for all 
thoſe froward tricks that were wont to 
prey upon my ſpirits; and my ſeperation 
from you has rendered me incapable of 


41 


being affected by petty evils. 3 
e Little did Miſs Winter 1 imagine, when 
* was accuſtomed to entertain me with 
the enumeration of her -friend's merits, 
that I ſhould ever obtain a precious inte- 
reſt in them; nay, 1 fear it will prove 
but a diſagrecable piece of information to. 
her, for humble as ſhe is in her own de- 
Hres and wiſhes, there was nothing too 
great for her Le Fever to polleſs. You, 
my dear madam, can give a ſanction to 
your. every action; and ſhould that lady 
ertiploy 0 ſame eloquence. to diſſuade 
you from, your attachment, ſhe exerciſed to | 
7 Prepare me for my fate, will you not ge- 
nerouſly undertake my cauſe, and teach 
Her to behold. me with ſome degree of 
patuality/? 9 It ſhall be the whole ſtudy of 
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I cannot but apprehend that ; ſome 
paſſages in this letter will incur your diſ- 


pleaſure ; but let me intreat you to ſubmit 


in ſuch articles as you cannot underſtand. 
It is impoſſible for you to feel the eſtima- 
tion you inſpire: you cannot be a judge 
of that amiable light in Which you appear 
to every beholder ; conſequently the pro- 


feſſion of the one, and the admiration of 


the other, may ſtrike you.in the falſe ſenſe 
of inſincerity and adulation. 


Lou ſay you will not contend with 
me, where you know 1 am infatuated. I 
thank you for your kind toleration, but 
you muſt extend it to the permitting me 


to follow che genuine dictates of my heart. 
Il I think only of you, ſpeak of no other 
being, and if I am forbid introducing you 


into my epiſtles, my pen and ink would 


be intirely uſeleſs: but you are much too 
good to require impoſſibilities. 

Vou know nothing of this country; 
my friends are fo unfortunate as never to 
have ſeen you—what then could I ſay to 


you? Thatthe * is dreary and unplea- 
| lant ; 
4 


| 
; 
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ſant; the fun clear and bright; and 
that all my acquaintance are dreſſed in 
ſmiles; yet that I, — ſelf you ſee cannot 
be kept out, tho even that darling idol 
would have been unthought of, if your 
abſence had not made me ſenſible, that 
there can be no felicity without me. 
Continue thoſe valuable wiſhes to me, 
that have already proved ſo beneficial on 
many occaſions. They have inſpired me 
with confidence, reſolution, and patience ; 
for the man that knows himſelf honoured 
with your friend{hip and approbation, and 
fails to acquit himſelf with ſpirit in every 
honorable enterprize, muſt be unworthy 
.of you ; and whatever beauty there may 
be in humility, or unbefittingneſs in va- 
nity, I cannot but allow myſelf a large 
degree of merit, ſo long as it is given me 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| n dear madam, yours, cc. 
| P.\LECEISTER.' 


Let us turn our eyes from the pedant 
and the coxcomb, to my very good and 


chatty friend Miſs Winter, | 
To- 
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To Miſs Ls» FEvER. 


% War do you tell me? Lord Cle- 
rage mean you diſhonourably ; it is im- 
poſſible: no, no, my dear, he is only | 
fetching a compaſs, in order to recommend 
himſelf to your favor, and you ſhall be 
Lady Clerage. | 45 
I] have enquired into the merits of that 
charge you bring againſt him. Vou do 
him the greateſt injuſtice imaginable : all 
his acquaintance, the girT's father, acquit 
him of being, in any degree, concerned in 
that wicked tranſaction. 

J love modeſty 1 hope as well as 
yourſelf; but I confeſs 1 have not all 
thoſe punctilios that are known only to 
the polite world. If his Lordſhip did ſa- 
lute you a little abruptly, he might not 
mean you all the incivility you ſeem to 
apprehend. I think you was wrong not 
to give him a hearing; or as I am weak 
enough to wiſh you had, I would fain 
condemn you, | , 

Vet you muſt be right; Lord Clerage 

| cannot. 
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cannot plead the privilege of a country 
gentleman; he has been bred in the midſt 
of decorum, and ought not to have com- 
mitted a breach of it, eſpecially with one 
to critically ſituated, and whoſe prudence 
could not but be alarmed - tho to be Lady 
| Clerage—and, he is allowed by every wr 
to be a very pretty gentleman. 

Ho unlucky I am to have caſt Mr. 
Eeceiſter in your way: why was you ſo 
fudden, ſo premature, in your attachment 
to him? it is nevertheleſs exceedingly un- 
generous to reflect upon him, for he 
wants nothing but an eſtate to render him 
as eligible as any Lord eee in the 
nee. 1 


- = .- 


matches : difficulties and anxieties may 
ſtifle even the ſtrongeſt flame; and you 
ſee many perſons that were to have lived 
and died for each other, fall into wrang- 
lüngs and diſſentions, on finding them- 
ſelves reduced to the miſery of contracted 
circumſtances. 
£4 wil give you my Fe more 


> largely 


"oy £: 


Mrss LEFEVER. 161 
largely, when Jam releaſed from my pre- 
ſent confinement. My father is much 
indiſpoſed with his old eomplaint, but 1 
hope the worſt is happily over. I have, 
on this account, been obliged to write at 
ſtolen periods. Pain and impatience are 
no uncommon companions; you muſt 
therefore excuſe my conciſeneſs, and al- 
low me to ſay, that Lord Clerage would 
be my man, if Leceiſter was not yours : 
but as matters are, I can only pray that 
you may not be permitted to incur fo try- 
ing an evil as a thankleſs huſband, or ever 
become ſo unfortunate as to experience 
the wretchedneſs of poverty. 

I am fo well acquainted with your 
diſpoſition, as to be ſatisfied,” that if you 
could meet with a lord and maſter that 
poſſeſſed a bare competence, and admired 
and loved you as much as I do, you would 
be bleſſed in a very tolerable degree, tho 
not quite equal to the wiſhes of wy r 
_ 8, &c, 
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A 


162 Tur His ro lu OF 


A pert, knowing huſſy: hah, Johnſon, 
and very rationally diſpoſed to plead the 
cauſe of love and fortune. She would 
have no obhjection to whirling up to town 
in her Ladyſips coach and fix I ſuppoſe : 
ſhe has, however, done me an eſſential 
piece of ſervice, by exculpating me from 
that baſe imputation, and 1 ſhall ever 
honour her for it. 
| Poverty you find, even by her account, 
is a very bitter calamity, O may her 
friend but feel its utmoſt weight by anti- 
cipation, Arthur, and fly into my ſhelter- 
ing arms. 
It is a very I matter to talk hendd- 

cally ; but to act agreeable to our profeſſi- 
ons, even my ſaucy miſtreſs would be con- 
vinced a molt difficult taſk. My heart is 
devoted to her in ſpite of all her loftineſs, 
and we muſt ſpend our happy days toge- 
ther. Fi 
Don't you admire the Prigſt? his ſtile 
is many degrees ſtiffer than an £Zaſter 
band: how will he tremble at fo formi- 
dable a rival? but what ſaid my imperti- 


nent 2 
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nent? I was a foil for her gentle youth. 


Do I not owe her recompence: I am 
pretty punctual in general in my rewards 
and puniſhments, and to be unjuſt to her, 
would be the higheſt ſpecies of injuſtice. 
I muſt away, Arthur, Jenny will wait for 
me, and it would be cruel to make her 
ſuffer for our indulgence, | 
I will make Mrs. Leeſon a viſit to-mor- 
row; and by the reception I meet with, I 
muſt determine my future regulations. 
I am, &c. 
CLERAGS, 


LETTER XX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Have made my viſit, Jenny let me in, 
O, fir, ſaid ſhe, they all wonder they 
have not ſeen you for ſo many days, that 
is my miſtreſs and Mrs. Le Fever. | 
No this is what you call exalting a 
man, only to debaſe him. My beart 


bounded at the beginning, but heavily . 


ſubſided at the concluſion of her ſpeech. 
Never 


. 
: 
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Never did I ſee age to ſuch advantage. 
Pleaſure can ſmooth the moſt wrinkled 
brow, and benevolence grace even a 
toothleſs mouth. Mrs. Leefon's reception 
of me was always obliging, but this time 
it was peculiarly fo. 

"I was afraid, my Lord, Py has an 
now yau could no longer perſonate the 
private gentleman, you had intirely for- 
ſaken us; but Mr. Smith had ſecured Lord 
Clerage the moſt heartfelt approbation, 

I hope your friends are well, madam, 
faid I, bowing to her compliment; I had 
not the confidence to pronounce the 
name of Le Fever. 

You ſhalt pay your perſonal honors to 
them, returned the worthy woman; we 
will ſpend this afternoon with them, if it 
is agreeable to your Lordſhip, to con- 
vince them that no incident can change 
our opinion of them. 

T had fo much command of gba: 
not to betray my conſciouſneſs of the little 
ſatisfaction they would derive from my 
viſit, and Jenny. was diſpatched: to inform 
them of our intention, The 
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employment; ſhe returned perfectly dan- 


cing upon one leg, for joy that they 
would be glad to ſee us. Was Mrs, Lee- 
fon. any other woman than the one ſhe is, 
ſhe would infallibly detect the whole in- 
trigue : the fool does ſo ſidle, fimper, and 
appear full of her own conſequence, and 
her love for Miſs Le Fever; I muſt give 
her ſome better inſtructions, at our next 
meeting. 57 
We went up ſtairs: Mrs. Le Fever re- 
ceived us with her uſual complaiſance, 
which had fo large a portion of gratitude 
in it, as to be ſufficient for any rank; and 
ſo little fawning or ſervility, as to be ac- 
ceptable to every heart. | 
The young lady's behaviour was agree- 
able to the good - ſenſe ſhe is miſtreſs of; 
abundantly too reſerved to be encoura- 
ging, and infinitely too pleaſing to be for- 
bidding ; the would actually make a very 
aer Counteſfſss. tern 
Nor do I ſee where the awpoſkbllity "Be 
| Arthur. Lady Catherine certainly brought 
her 
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her up with an intention to beſtow a good 
fortune -upon her, and it ſtrikes me that 
my honorable - addreſſes would reconcile 
all parties. 

But the ' prieſt—well, what of 22 ? 
he. is beneath my conſideration, therefore 
can never excite my apprehenſions; for 
depend upon it we ſhould know how to 
deal with him, when once I have refolved 
to make an abſolute ſacrifice of my be- 


loved liberty. 
'Tho' to confeſs the truth, I am 1 


afraid it will be neceſſary to remove him 
for a time at leaſt; whilſt he is upon the 
ſpot, madam will be inacceſſible. I would 
not injure him in any eſſential degree; I 
feel myſelf but a puling half-fledged vil- 
lain; but as I cannot exiſt without Miſs 
Le Fever, ſelf-preſervation will incite me 
tõ make ſome deſperate puſh. Can you 
not aſſiſt me; have you no one device to 
deliver me from ſo execrable a rival; ex- 
ert your utmoſt abilities, and only ſend 
me word my wiſhes are accompliſhed, and 
you ſhall make your own terms, 


Btu 
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But to return to my viſit— 

I caſt many tender, and as I intended 
penitential glances, upon the lovely girl, 
but ſhe had the addreſs to appear wholly 
inſenſible to every thing bat politeneſs, 
and wiſhed me a good night with the 
ſame eaſe and reſpect a as if I had been her 
grandfather, 

What different materials different fe- 
males are compoſed of: ſome girls—but'it 
is a folly to talk, Arthur, they are not Miſs 
Le Fever's, and their forwardnels is quite 
as diſguſting, as her ſhyneſs is Ws 
captivating. 

I am glad I have hit upon fo hogs: an 
expedient for carrying my point; Lady 
Catherine will warmly promote my cauſe, 
and the dear creature muſt yield. 

Her ſeduction was an infernal plot: for 
if an inn-keeper's reſentment could riſe 
ſo high, Johnſon, on the ill-treatment of 
his child, might not the brave Le Fever 
be expected to break from his grave, to re- 
venge his daughter's violation? but no, 
Le Fever, thy daughter's heart, not her 
virtue, is my preſent game. You 
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You are ſenſible you are not to ſtir a 

Rep without orders, nor even then hurt a 

it ſingle hair of the curate's curling pate; 

1 vou ſhall take a tour together, and the 

it moment I have effected my grand pur- 

* poſe, whirl home again in ſafety. 

if Hlendon too will be reconciled to this 
| unavoidable piece of diſingenuity, when 

4 | he fees how happy I make my Le Fever, 

i and how well I. will provide for her 

lf quondam favorite. 

| =: RR Kc. 
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5 LET TEM XXI. | 
it From the ſame to the ſame. 
* Orever in luck, Arthur, ſure the hap- 
„ | | 
| 1. pink. of een preſided at my na- 
. tivity. F 


Paſſing aloe Rug 58S Mount- 
ſtreet, (I have already expatiated on the 
power of attraction) I ſaw a hackney. 
coach drawn up at Mrs. Leeſon's door, as 
for ſome important purpoſe. My 
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My heart - well no matter for its pal- 
pitations ] reſolved to keep a ſharp look 
out, and inform myſelf of the cauſe, I 
therefore immediately ſlipped into a little 
glove-ſhop that commanded à view of 
the premiſes, and lay as ſnug as poſſible. | 

It was not long before Mrs. Jenny ap- 


peared, leading her old miſtreſs, who was 


no ſooner ſeated, than Mrs. Le Fever and 
Mrs. Stubbs followed her into the carri- 
age, and the fellow aſcended the box. 


The good old lady kindly drew up the 


blind between her and me, to defend her- 
ſelf, I ſuppole, from a little miſty rain. I 
took advantage of her caution, and catch- 


ing Jenny's eyes, made her underſtand 


| he was not to retire until I had ſpoke 

with her. The wretch of a coachman was 
| ſome time figgetting about, before he 
thought proper to draw off the enemy, a 
circumſtance that nene my Fan 
not a little. 


Every obſtacle at length removed, 


advanced, Jenny, child, cried I, no 


1 | words; 
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words; but if Mals Le Fever is at nne, 
I will ſee her 
She is indiſpoſed, bi, id the little 
bully, in great confuſion, ſhe is buy ; the 
ladies are only, gone to the Fleet, to pro- 
cure the enlargement of a poor tradeſman 
out of this neighbourhood. 

I will, Jenny, returned I, ſecure you 
from all blame: their charitable buſineſs 
will detain them at leaſt ſome hours. 1 
ſtole up you may ſay, whilſt you ex- 

changed a word or two with an acquaintance 
that paſſed by, or what elſe you pleaſe. 

When I reached the landing - place of 
the ſecond ſtair· caſe, would you credit it, 

Arthur, I was aſtoniſhed at my on im- 
pudence ; I pauſed, I heſitated, but it 
would have been unmanly to retreat; and 
tapping gentle at the door, I received ſuch 
ſoft mr ment, chat I ventured to 
preſent myſel. [2 

Miiſs Le Fever bluſhed : peice (6 1 

haughty reſentment mantled on her cheek, 

and ſparkled in her eyes. To tell you I 
am ſurpriſed, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, in a lofty 

unfriendly accent — _ Give 
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Give me leave, Miſs Le Fever, cried T, 
(who would not have interrupted her ?) 
to ſave you the trouble of ſaying uncivil 
things. To ſee me at this juncture, I 
am very ſenſible is no agreeable circum- 
ſtance with you ; but I die for ſome con- | 
verſation with you ; my buſineſs is of the 
laſt importance, and you muſt indulge 

She rang the bell; a dirty two-fiſted 
wench made her appearance. 

Suſan, ſaid ſhe, (not in the ſnappiſh 
manner in which ſhe accoſted me) do you 
wait in the next apartment until I call 
for you; I have very particular ne 
for what I deſire. 

And do you put yourſelf upon your 
guard, madam, ſaid I, as the wench with- 
drew ? cC 

You muſt excuſe me, fir, returned ſhe, 
very tartly, you have already tranſgrefſed 
the bounds of good-breeding, and I am 
juſtified in every ſuſpicion. 

It is well, madam, extraordinary leſſons 
_— be learnt from even exceſs of deli. 
I 2 cacy, 
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cacy, and over - ſtrained caution. I 


ſhould not have had one diſhonourable 
wiſh, one improper idea, if you yourſelf 
had not ſuggeſted them. (She gave me 
a heavenly glance) You know, continued 


I, you have treated me with great diſre- 
ſpect, charged me with the groſſeſt prac- 


tiſes. Indeed, Miſs Le Fever, I cannot 


fit down contented with * ins- 
tions. | | et RE) 

You are a e of very tender 
feelings, (that ever the prettieſt mouth in 
the world ſhould be capable of ſneering) 
where ſelf is concerned, but have the leaſt 
conſideration for the pain you may ex- 
cite, of any perſon I ever met with. My 
mother is from home; your viſit had cer- 
tainly been better timed, if ſhe could have 


participated it. I, however, muſt beg to 


know, what account I am to give of your 
proceedings when ſhe does return. | 
O tell her, my dear madam, cried J. 
that I am-young, bold, and enterpriſing.; 
that I love her daughter to diſtraction, 
and have ſought many occaſions of telling 
15 | her 
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her ſo, but have always been thrown out 
by ſome abſurd interruption or other; 
and that ſeeing a whole coachful of impe- 
diments removed; I ruſhed in, ſeized the 
happy opportunity, divulged the ſecret, 
and O, Ifear, you may add, was 5 [corn 
fully repulſed. . 
I neither wiſh, nor intend: to attempt 
penetrating your Lordſhip's deſigns, re- 
turned the fair heroine, it is ſuſſicient for 
me to know I have no power over my 
2 heart or perſon ; you may be incredulous, 
| (my looks will be fignificant, Arthur) but 
| they are actually diſpoſed of. | 

Never tell me; Miſs Le Fever, fo pre- 
poſterous a tale; the puppy that is now 
in poſſeſſion of your approbation, has 
not loved you half ſo long as 1 have —you 
remember the Abbey. | 

Then it was to you; fir, ſaid the un- 
moved tyrant, and ſome of your gay com- 
panions, (a ſtroke for Hendon) that I was 
indebted for that day's diſcompoſure; 


upon my word I am more obliged to 280 
Gaga I imagined; * | 


I 3 Take 
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Take care, Miſs Le Fever, cried I, 
ſcorn and contempt would rouſe a So- 
crates: I am not naturally a madman, tho 
it is in your power to render me one; 
and if you are determined to drive me to 
extremities, J hope you are prepared to 
anſwer for the conſequences, 
Patience and reſignation, my Lord, I 
believe, are virtues that you have but lit- 
tle acquaintance wich; and I ſhould be 
equally ſorry to find myſelf engaged to 
prevent, as to anſwer for the extrava- 
gances you may be capable of commut- 
ting; but when J aſſure you that I am 
already diſpoſed of, given to a worthy 
young man of ſuitable circumſtances to- 
my Own, it is ſurehy hard that I may not 
be allowed to ſlarve in peace, if I am ſo 
ſingular as to make the election. | 
No, madam, exclaimed I, with great 
vehemence, I will ſpare no pains to diſ- 
appoint your romantic wiſhes : let the cu- 
rate perform his drudgery, he will barely 
obtain ſufficient to procure himſelf clean 
linen and a ſcanty dinner. 


- 
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Do but hear how OR the 
wiped me down. 

That reflection, my Bard, is Aden 
your character, humanity intirely out of 
the queſtion: that one part of the clergy 
chould be wrapt in lawn, and the other 
expoſed to the greateſt hardſhips, is an er- 
ror in eccleſiaſtic regulations that ought 
to be rectified. The dignity of that pro- 
feſſion extends ta its meaneſt members: 
and tho the curate may feel diſtreſs, he 
muſt not deſcend to induſtry for relief. 
To preach one day, and labor the next, is 
denied him, notwithſtanding he experi- 
ences miſeries from the former, from 
which the latter would intirehy extricate 
him. If it was not too great condeſcen- 
ſion, your Eordſhip might very ſoon in- 
form yourſelf, that the young fellow you 
have now thought proper to deride, was 
not born to the contempt he muſt unhap- 


pily ſuſtain. How noble, how | generous: 


would it have been, for a youth of quality 
to have lifted ſuch a one from obſcurity, 
to have countenanced his merit, aſſiſted 

IFC I-4, 3 
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his neceſſities, and baniſhed every bitter re- 

membrance of calamity from his heart. 
A ſcheme inſtantly ſuggeſted itſelf, 
(don on your knees, Arthur, and pray 
for its ſucceſs) in conſequence of which I 

made this unexpected reply. 

All this, Miſs Le Fever, I am ready to 
do on one conceffion, only let your con- 
nection with him be diſſolved, and I will 
obtain a cure for him that ſhall exceed his 
beſt expectations, nor will I fail, upon any 
occaſion, to be his warmeſt friend. © 
How, fir, demanded” ſhe, will your 
friendſhip diſplay itſelf only in diſuniting 
us; can you not be kind without being 
cruel; but we will owe no r to 
ſuch a heart. e 
And do you think he is as komwie ad 
png madam, demanded I? no, Miſs 
Le Fever, lovely as you are, the charms 
of preferment would be too powerful for 
him to reſiſt; and he would forego his 
— to the one, to intitle himfelf to 
She . perplexed ; ſhe heſi- 
tated ;. 


i 
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d: at length it may be ſo, my Lord, 


you are better {killed in the heart of man 
than myſelf. If you can prevail upon 
him to admit the utmoſt gifts of fortune 
to oome in competition with his love, I 
have done. I wiſh him well; and if you 
will provide for him, he: is deſerving, and 
I will not prove an impediment. 

There's a girł for du! 

Let us then, my · dear madam, ſaid K. 
wave all animoſities for the preſent, and 
join our forces to bring this young gen- 
tlemans (I got it out, Arthur „with ſome 
difficulty) affection to the teſt; will you 
write, or ſhall I $8 | lf 

Itisa mortifying undertaking. returned 
ſhe, with a tender ſigh; for if, I am not 
greatly deceived, I ſhall only occaſion him 


much affliction; and if I -am, but I will 


write, my Lord, and you yourſelf” ſhall 
be witneſs to. the contents of my letter. 
You will pleaſe, however, to underſtand, 
that I do it for his ſake, not yours, nor 
will I ever ſee you more when the buſi· 
neſs is compleated. | 
{ We 
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We will talk of that another time, ma- 


dam; it is ſufficient that we now carry the 


firſt part of your reſolution” into practice. 
She took a piece of paper, and with an 


- . unſteady hand, as well as a rebelhouſly 
agitated heart, (againſt me, Haw: 1 


wrote as * 


Do Mr.. et $1938 | 
$1x, 


wx raitiiy of good Mex Eeafon's hav-- 


ing heard of your merit and misfoftunes; 


propoſes to reward the one, and wipe out 
the memory of the other, by. becoming: 


your patron, It certainly is in his power 
to do great things for you, and it would 
be inconliſtent with- the friendſhip I bear 
you, not to promote your real intereſt. 
But there is a- condition that may 
perhaps rather ſtartle you on a firſt view :: 
— all your expectations reſpecting me 
muſt utterly terminate, if you accept of 
his offer. et ſurely that is a light evil 
in comparifon. of many v now experi- 


** ence. 
$4 


— 
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ence. Fortune is the key ta every felicity; 
and you may at ſome future period re- 
joice in the diſſolution of a connection, 
that would inevitably we nen of 
many: inconveniences. 

© You muſt. 33 no tun hide 


give me leave to aſſure you, my private 
approbation (no {mall ſupport for your 


pride) will ever be- yours: I have no 
other attachment in view: my heart is 


ceiying every impre ſſion my friends might 
chuſe to give it; nor will I judge ſo 
lightly of yours, as to ſuppoſe you can 
ſorget me in an inſtant: it muſt be the 
work of time; and what is it that time 
cannot accompliſh. 
© You can have no notion of the a 
vantages you will derive from this great 
mans fayor z- and the only diſadvantage 


it will expoſe, you to, is the loſs of m 


correſpondence, for my: beſt wiſhes will! 
ever be yours. 3 


Lam, Ke. 
u r 
1˙6 , | "wal 
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I cannot ſay I am ſatisfied with what 
ſhe has wrote: there is a tender ambigui- 
ty that runs through the whole, that will 
work upon the ſenſibility; but as ſhe 
would not be perſuaded either to add or 
diminiſh one tittle, I was obliged to ſub- 
mit; and have 'only the general clerical 
ſpirit, and the loud demands of Poverty 
to rely upon. 

She folded i it up, on my tilening it 
into her hands, ſealed it, fighed a ſecond 
time, and begged the favor of Jenny to 
convey it to the poſt, I could have 
wiſhed to make fome additions and im- 

provements, tho', I ſuppoſe, the Levite 
would have betrayed me; beſides, I had 

no opportunity to give Jenny an item, and 
the had not the grace to reſerve it for ny 
peruſal. | mot 8¼71 } 
WE now chatted: E indifferent things ; 
and as my behaviour was, to the laſt de- 
gree, diſtant and civilized, ſhe did not aſ- 
ſume any airs. I could nevertheleſs per- 
ceive that the curate run dreadfully in her 
heat; but I hope be has ſenſe, and I 
| £ 9 _ thall 
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ſhall know-how to deal with her I wilt 
anſwer for it. 

When Mrs. Leeſon returned, I 
to ſpeak with her in private, having firſt 
a very plauſible excuſe for Vang und 
with the young lady. 

Madam, faid 1, affecting the prettieſt | 
_ confuſion imaginable, I ſuppoſe you may 
Have obſerved how greatly I admire Miſs 
Le Fever, and I have too much principle 
to form diſhonourable defigns ; but I have 
reaſon to apprehend that even my moſt 
juſtifiable addreſſes would' be rejected by 
her. A little parſon, you muſt Know 
him, one Leceifter, is the happy man, 
that is to bear away the prize; but ſhe 
was ſurely born for a very different ſitua- 
tion than the wretchcd one he would re- 
duce her to; ſhe deſerves the utmoſt gifts 
| of fortune. 5 0 "i 

Are you ſerious, my Lord net 
Mrs. Leeſon ? can you really determine 
to marry a worthy young woman without 
one pecuniary recommendation | IS 

. Why not, my dear madarn, Gd . 
with 
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with a warmth that was apparently agree- 
able to her ? ſome noblemen have-ſuffered 
themſelves to become unmindful of every 
conſideration but perſon: that charge 
cannot, however, be brought againſt 
me ii this inſtance; for has not Miſs Le 
Fever the moſt exalted mind that ever 
woman poſſeſſed? but you ſhall hear my 
plan. I-will wait upon Lady Catherine 
Oldham, make her the - compliment of- 
conſulting her, and perhaps ſhe may, by 
this time, be aſhamed of her conduct: and 
ſhould-ſhe receive the worthy girl once 
more into her favor, many advantages 
might be derived from it. 

It was very plain, Arthur, chat Mr 
Leeſon could have hagged me for my i in 
genuity; ſhe- applauded, flie promoted 
my deſign; and here am I at twelve- 
o'clock at night, in my own apartment, a 
with a poſitive reſolution to wait upon 

her Ladyſhip to-morrow morning. 
We ſhalt ſoon ſee how matters will 
work : I ſhall not think it a misfortune 
to do without your albſtance ; 3, I am gax, 
8 
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T am enterpriſing, but I do not love pre- 
meditated baſeneſs. 

I fancy I have at laſt given the effeftual t 
ftroke, and dug a pit for myſelf inſtead of 
the curate ; for this matrimonial ſcheme. 
has no other charms for me, but that it is 
my ultimate reſource, Liberty, liberty, 
© ſweet liberty; tho J am not ſo pro- 
phane as even to wiſh to reſiſt my delliny. ; 
I am, &c. 

CLERAGE;- 


— — — —— 
LEITER XXII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


EALLY, Arthur, this ſame Lady: 

Catherine Oldham has proved her- 
felf to be a very reaſonable, perſuadable 
being. 

She rind me with that politeneſs I 
might expect from a woman of her rank, 
who was not unacquainted with my fa- 
mily; and I amuſed her ſome time upon- 
common: ſubjects, from not knowing how 
to begin my moſt intereſting one. 
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At length, madam, ſaid I, has not Miſs 
Le Fever the honour to be related to 
you? | 
My Lord, returned ſhe, with a face as 
red as ſcarlet, I little apprehended any 
incivility from you. I never can converſe 
with any perſon who can mention ſo of- 
fenſive a name to me; and I muſt tell 
you, that if, you are come to plead for ſuch 
an ingrate, your undertaking will be at- 
tended with the ſucceſs it deſerves. 

J intreat your Ladyſhip — 
My Lord, I am not to be intreated: 
I ſuppoſe her poverty has at laſt taught 
her a leſſon I withed her to learn; but 
ſhe calt off my protection, it was not 
withdrawn, fir, and no arguments on carth 
ſhall ever retrieve it. If ſhe is as 
wretched as guilt and penury can make 
| her, my wrongs are but ſlightly atoned. 
I cheriſhed her, I conſidered her as my 
own child; ſhe nobly requited me, and 
there I muſt inſiſt upon the matters reſt- 
ing forever. | 

In one word, Lady Catherine ſaid 1. 
it 
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it is not for Miſs Le Fever but myſelf that 
I would obtain your intereft.; ſhe. is ſupe- 
rior to misfortune, and tho' ſhe regrets 
the loſs of your favour — 

 — Regrets, repeated the violent Lady. 

That, madam, reſumed I, is not the 

Wires queſtion. You know my eſtate 
is not exceptionable : I cannot enjoy it 
without her participation, nor would L 
thruſt myſelf into your family without, 
your conſent. 

You have charmed away my rage, my. 
Lord, returned the Lady, with an intire 
new ſet of features. I muſt, I ſhall te 
proud of your alliance. Kitty has many 
perfections, and one infirmity ought to be 
forgiven, tho it was a moſt flagrant one. 

Your Ladsſhip muſt excuſe my not in- 
veighing againſt it for many reaſons. It 
rs a kind of proverb, that a good daughter 
will be a good wife; and if that is true, 
Mid Le Fever bids fair to render me the 
happieſt of men; 

I will not diſpute with you, fir, aid 
der Ladyſhip, Father nettled, but what 

| ſettle- 


— — 
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ſettlements do you propole ; you ſhalt 
not boalt that you have takem pennylels 
beauty to wife; ſeven thouſand-pounds 


mall be daid down by me on the day of 
marriage ; and. perhaps I may beſtow 
double the ſum upen Lady Clerage at 


my death. | 

You ſhall have the whole direction of 
theſe matters, madam, returned I; I will 
order my lawyer to wait upon you to- 
morrow morning. But now give me 
leave to enquire whether you will allow 
the Lady to pay her reſpects to you in her 
preſent or future condition. 
Four Lordlhip's conſideration is very 


1 grateful to me; I recollect I vowed never 


more to receive Kitty Le Fever into my 


houſe, but that, by no means, extends to 


Lady Clerage. 


Will you then condefcend to write, 
madam ? 


With all my he art, 22 ſhe ; but be- 


ginning — dear, dear what ?—cried ſhe— 


Kitty Le Fever :—no, my Lord; you 
muſt tranſact. the whole affair for me 
tell! 
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tell her with what pleaſure I ſhall receive 
her in her new character, and as a token 
of my regard, let the lawyer read the 
deeds to her. 

I left her Ladyſhip, after a little fur- 
ther converſation, in the higheſt ſpirits, 
and hurried to town, in order to purſue a 
more difficult and uncertain point, than 
even her way ward fancy. 

I ſhall never fucceed, Arthur, with: 
this romantic- headed girl, unleſs the fello 
has more wiſdom * | am afraid has: 
fallen to his ſhare. Should he prove an. 
Anthony, I am a very wry and mull 
fly the country. 
I am, &c. 

CLERAGCE. 


— CC 
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LETTER XXIII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


F you. do not pity me, Arthur, vou 
are an abſolute barbarian. The fel- 


low. has taken fire at the propoſal, and 
| will. 
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5 will bum up all my bright es! in an 
inſtant. 
He was ſeated, 1 uf ot in the auk- 
ward chimney corner of his anceſtors, 
when Miſs Le Fever's letter reached him. 
What rage, what turmoil, did it not o- 
caſion in his miſerable breaſt ? he orders 
à poſt-chaiſe immediately, tho perhaps 
with only ſix-pence in his pocket, and the 
next evening ſets him down at the door of 
his beloved. 
What a cel O chat he had but at 
that inſtant been lodged in the arms of 
the grimeſt of tyrants. Miſs Le Fever 
fainted ; Mrs. Le Fever ſqualled ; -Jenny 
wept bitterly, both at the period, and the 
relation of the affecting ſcene. Poor Mrs. 
Leeſon was ſtruck all of a heap, (out of 
regard to me, Arthur) and the unpleaſing- 
neſs of Mrs. Stubbs's face, was redoubled 
by a grin of horror and diſmay. 

Miſs Le Fever, cried young Pompoſo, 
explain, this inſtant explain to me, the 
meaning of your cruel letter. What are 
preferments, patronage, or wealth, with- 

LY p out. 
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out your favour. I will renounce you 
only with my lateſt breath, nor can you 
either with honour or juſtice require ſo 
unnatural a ſacrifice. Have you not 
taught me to rely upon your ſtability, 
nor ſhall you forfeit your pretenſions to 
that valuable endowment, for any miſ- 
taken advantages I might derive from a 
new connection. | ; | 

Tenny could remember very. little more 
than that Mrs. Le Fever attended Mrs. 
' Leeſon down ſtairs, in order to account 
for the pathetics ſhe had been witneſs of, 
and the lovers were left to themſelves 
without interruption. 

So you find, Arthur, I am at laſt he- 
come a Pimp to the prieſt ; but he muſt 
oblige me in turn, and accompany you in 
Tus little expedition, 

When ſelf is at the bottom, how indul- 
trious it renders us. Poor Jenny, Jenny, 
is beyond meaſure afflicted, leſt Mils Le 
Fever will not marry my Lord, as her re- 
fuſal would cut her out of her flattering 
expectations of being my Lady's woman. 

Miſs 
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Miss in the country pleaded for Lord 
Clerage, in order to give herſelf an op- 
portunity of flying about with her Lady- 
ib: but how ſhall we account for my 
fair miſtrefs's conduct, ſhe will be a beg- 
gar in ſpite of all I can ſay, tho' her beſt 
incitement to ſo prepoſterous an election 
can be only the puniſhing of me. She 
ſhall not, however, triumph long : this 
<alm fhall be ſucceeded by the moſt terri- 
ble of ſtorms : ſo let them enjoy their lit- 
Ue hour, Johnſon, for you muſt diſpoſe of 
him by ſome means or other until ſhe is 
Lady Clerage. | 

I waited upon Mrs. Leeſon this morn- 
ing, to acquaint 'her with the ſucceſs of 
my viſit to Lady Catherine. 

It is whimſical enough, that your poor 
old withered matrons ſhould attempt to 
make ꝓroſylites: ſuch lips as Miſs Le Fe- 
ver's might perſuade me to any thing ; but 

good Mrs. Leeſon, with all her pathos 
and eloquence, is only good Mrs. Lee- 
lon, and a very elderly gentlewoman. 


She ſhook her head at my report, 
What 
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What pity it is, ſaid the, that ſuch gene- 
rous intentions ſhould be fruſtrated ; but 
Miſs Le Fever has thought proper. to 
chuſe for herſelf, nor can I blame her, a 
more agreeable young fellow perhaps ne- 
ver exiſted. 

He is as inſinuating, at leaſt returned 
I (ſome what hurt you may be certain) but 
if we cannot work upon her conſtancy, 
we muſt have a tryal of ſkill with him. 
If he has either honour or love, he will 
not be the means of obſcuring. ſach 
bright proſpects: you know, madam, he 
has nothing but wretchedneſs in his 
power. 

Miks Le | ſaid the 2 old lady, 
very compoſedly, is not that fort of e 
to be dazzled with — 

But, madam, cried I, for I 3 
contain myſelf when ſhe began to talk 
nonſenſe, ſhe has ſo much duty and ten- 
der conſideration for her mother, that ĩt 
might greatly influence her to find ſhe 
eſpouſed my intereſt, Shall I fend for 

A is wig 
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her 1 and communicate the ſteps 1 


have taken. 


Mrs. Le Fever ſoon made her appear- 
ance. 


I am certain, madam, faid I, you have 


. fo much goodneſs that you can pardon 


the moſt extravagant conduct, when 


merely dictated by alfection for your ami- 
able daughter. 


I then ſet forth all I had ſaid and done 
at ch Catherine 8, concluding with a 
declaration, that all my hopes of happi- 
neſs were hinged upon obtaining her 
conſent and approbation. 22 

She was affected, ſhe was diſtreſſed. 
Alas! fir, ſaid ſhe, it is unfortunate, that 
you ſhould have fixed upon ſuch bumble 


minds as outs : to gratitude we ſhall ever 


be alive ; but there is no temptations that 
can rouſe us to ambition. My poor girl 


has already been fo great a ſufferer by her 


connections with nobility, that the very 


name is hateful to her; and I do believe, 


one principal motive of her preſent at- 


tachment, was a ſimilarity of fate and for- 


tune, 
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tune. 1 do not know how to act; 1 ap- 
prove Mr. Leceiſter, and honour your 
Lordſhip, but I have been ever of opi- 
nion, that to promote my child's happi- 


neſs is my duty, and to ufe my authority 
to interrupt or impede it a moſt unjuſtih- 


able ſtep. I will mention what you ſay 
to my daughter, but to promiſe to enforce 
it, my Lord, would be to deceive you: 


ſhe has acquired a right, from her un- 


common tenderneſs to me, (her natural 
one out of the queſtion) to follow ber 


own inclinations, 


But will you not adviſe her, madam, 


cried I, will you not try to perſuade her ? 
With a delicate mind, my Lord, re- 
plied this affectionate mother, advice is 
controul, and perſuaſion compulſion : you 
. muſt excuſe me; I cannot run the hazard 
of ruining my child's peace. If Mrs. 
Leeſon will undertake your cauſe, I will 
. wiſh it all the ſucceſs that is compatible 
with my grand object, my poor girl's fe- 
hicity ; but no farther will either my ſin- 
K cerity 
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cerity or tender regard for my Kitty per- 


mit me to go. 
What a fooliſh wrong-headed woman, 


did you or I ever conceive that any ſuch. 


exiſted. Title, fortune, equipage, all 


contemned ; nay, the declared impedi- 
ments to the union. The miſerable curate 


was not under the neceſſity of ſueing with 
half the ſervility I have done. There is 

now no longer time for heſitation ; ſpare 
no expence, no care of my execrable rival 

Il am diſtracted, and there is no re- 
medy. I leave every thing to your own 
management; you muſt exempt me 
from all odious conſultations, and bear me 
witneſs that I have left no one means un- 
tried to have ſecured myſelf from villainy. 


I am, &c. 


CLERAGE. 


EBTTIA 
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LETTER XXIV. 
MG LE Fever 40 Mi Wirtz. 


Polly, it is e for you to con- 

ceive what I have endured ſince 1 
laſt wrote to you. Lord Clerage, but he 
is calculated for fuch unworthy practices; 
and if he cannot rob. you of your inno- 
cence, will ſtrike at your repoſe. 

Poor Mr. Leceiſter and I had only ex- 
changed one or two tender epiſtles, before 
this formidable mercileſs man roſe up to 
torment us. I had been compelled, as I 
informed you, to paſs one afternoon in his 
company, which was hardly enough ſuſ- 
tained, but I little ſuſpected he would 
have ſo ſoon repeated his viſit. 

My mother, Mrs. Leeſon, and Mrs. 

Stubbs, having ſome buſineſs to draw 
them from home, (for to aſſiſt the indigent 
and relieve the diſtreſſed, they have all a 

peculiar turn) I intended to have devoted 
| K 2 the 
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1 the hours of their abſenee to poor Mr. 
MF Leceiſter: but before I could accommo- 
7 date myſelf with proper materials for the 
| only converſation we could then enjoy, 
who ſhould enter my apartment, after a 
Might familiar tap at the door, but the- 1 

Lord Clerage. 9 g S145 X. 
Aſtoniſhed at the rencounter, I e 

I accoſted him with very little ceremony: 

he fawned, I fretted ; but as he inſiſted 

upon being heard a few words, I ordered 

Mrs. Stubb's ſervant to wait within call, as 
+ 8 I have really too ill an opinion of him to 
truſt myſelf one moment in his power: 

he raved at the dhe but was forced 

to fabmit. 07 „10 

- You cannot imagine how he este des, | 

1 made Mr. Leceifter's circumſtances. his 
| ſport, and at the long run inſinuated, that 

i as fond as he appeared of me, ſet but a 


"= good living before him, and 1 ſhould. ſoon 


| | find which would be moſt charming, in his 

1 eſtimation; offering to do many extraor- 
Wl dinary things for him, if once be was un- 
1 connected with me. 


1 
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1 almoſt diſpiſe 'myſelf for my folly ; 
for as ſure as you are alive, T was fo weak 
as to be piqued'to ſuch a degree, as to 
begin to think it very poſſible that a pro- 
ſpect of advancement might have its al- 
lurements, and ſuffered myſelf to be pre- 
vailed upon to propoſe the exchange to 
the greatly-injured young gentleman; for 
what can be a greater injury than enter- 
taining unjuſt and anyeterous ſuſpicions 
of any one. 5 

I wrote a moſt curious letter, my dear, 
tho it was daggers to my own heart; for 
to have been deſerted by Mr. Leceiſter 
would have been the cruelleſt of all my 
misfortunes. 

I was not infenfible of his Lordſhip's 
views for inciting me to fo ſtrange a ſtep; 
but was pre-determined, if I found poor 
Leceiſter frail, never more to behold the 
face of man with approbation. 

Ihe letter was dilpatched : two ſleepleſs 
nights and three anxious days did I expe- 


rience, I concluded all was over; but 
. W3 would 
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would rather have died than betrayed * 


difappointment and affliction, 
'The third evening however, my = 


Polly, brought me a bleſſed evidence of 
my error; it brought me (it is the only 
exultation my heart ever felt) the amiable 
Leceiſter upon his knees before me to ſo- 
licit an explanation of ſuch bitter lines. 
To ſee him was new life; but to fee him 
ſo earneltly, fo tenderly affected, was too 
much for me to ſupport, and for a few 


moments deprived me of all ſenſibility. 
I ſoon recovered, and Lord Clerage was 


a living proof how intirely the malicious 
defeat their own purpoſes ; for never did 


I taſte more flattering delight, than 1 in the 


repeated aſſurances , of Mr. Leceiſter 8 


unalterable affection. 
Nor will his ill. intended ouch 


be productive only of that ſingle advan- 


tage. Mr. Leceiſter will not be prevailed 


upon to reviſit the country, and each re- 
turning day will renew my happineſs. 


But do not ſuppoſe his Lordſhip has 
done 


nn 
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done with us; he is ſtill working on, tho' 
with as little ſucceſs as heretofore. | © 

How endearing is my mother's tender- 
neſs? ah, my good girl, depend upon it 
few children would fly from the protec- 
tion of reaſonable parents, but what will 
not perſecution hurry us into. We ought 
not .to diſpoſe of ourſelves without the 
concurrence of theſe moſt valuable relati- 
ons ; yet ſurely no tie is ſufficient to engage 
us to ſacrifice our perſons and inclinations, 
to gratify the humour or prejudice of any 
one. 2. yew ** 
This noble Lord has, it ſeems, been tam- 
pering with the great Lady Catherine, 


who is ready to join hands with him to 


deprive me of every real ſatisfaction, and 
would palm their imaginary ones upon 
me: but I am not to be ſo eaſily taken in. 
I have been behind the ſcenes, my girl, 
have viewed the puppets in their natural 
ſtate, and never was there more empty, 
unprofitable, unſatisfied beings under the 
fun, Seven thouſand pounds (methinks 
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her Lady ſhip bids high) is ready to pur- 
chaſe me a coach and ſix, provided I am 
not ſo ſimple as to heſitate about deceiving 


or breaking a worthy heart. Vour poor 


folks are ſo numerous and inconſiderable 


a body, that it is no matter how haſtily or 


by what means they are diſpatched; but 
you and. I are of another opinion, and 


Leeceiſter ſhall be our man of men. 


I hould be ſorry to be precipitated into 
an abrupt marriage: but to put a final 
period to the ſchemes of my worſt enemy 
Lord Clerage, I could be almoſt willing to 
try the evils of that condition that is ever 
in extremes extremely happy amen, 
ae. bhi 


J am, &c, 


C. Lx Fevzr, 


. 
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Anton Jonson, hi e Cuusaes. 


ö ** parſon vill no = Nob impede 


Lord Clerage's wiſhes ; he is ſafely 
diſpoſed of, beyond all poſlibility of diſ- 


covery or eſcape. 


I ſhall leave London the moment I favs 


diſpatched this letter ; and can only now 


congratulate your Lordſhip upon the ſuc- 
cels of a rather deſperate undertaking, 
and will hereafter avail myſelf of his gene- 
rous promiſes to 
His Lordſhip's, &c. 
„ KH. JON SON. 


4 1 
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L 1 TER XXVI. 
Lord CIERAGER to Sir Croton HEN DON. 


ISS Le Fever is moſt unhappily de- 
prived of her darling Leceiſter : 
K 5 he 
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he has, Sir George, unexpectedly abſented 
himſelf, from what cauſe or on what occa- 
ſion who can divine. Should her ſuſpici- 
ons fall upon me, how ſhould I exculpate 
myſelf; that I loved her and hated him, 
1s ſufficiently notorious to furniſh * with 
a a foundation. 
Let me have your opinion, your advice, 
it is an unlucky accident ; for I ſuppoſe if 
even time ſhould leſſen the ſenſe, without 
redreſſing the misfortune that now hangs 
ſo heavy on this young lady's heart, I 
fhould never be permitted to make my 
appearance; and all this becauſe I was 
unable to enter into the notion of the 
people who had not bread to eat, bellow- 
ing for a painted baby : yet you will find 
he can live without her, tho' his honour 
| (your half. ſtarved heroes are "moſt laugha- 
ble characters) would not allow him to ſay 
he renounced her. 
The affair has, however, thrown me 


into great perplexity, and will perhaps de- 
prive 


if 


Mrss LE FEVER. 20g 


prive me of the privilege: I have ſo long 

enjoyed of ſubſcribing mylelF. -/; |. ic; 
Yours, &. 

>» _ CLERAGE. 


— 


LETTER XXVIL 
Miſs LE Fever to Miſs WINTER. 
HE whole day has paſſed and no 
Mr. Leceiſter: ſure no misfortune 


has befallen him: he has but few acquain- 
tance in town, and thoſe of too little con- 


ſequence to induce him to diſappoint me 


of his company for their ſakes. - 


I am born for every ſpecies of => 
if I ſhould never ſee him more - but that 
is folly—yet if he comes ſafe, and cannot 


make a very ſufficient excuſe for his ab- 


ſence, how ſhall I reconcile my page. to 
the unexpected neglect. 


Now am [I beginning to enter into tho 
cares; and tho' I have taſted only a few 


of the * this flattering coubectian 
K 6 is 
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is capable of, it is in vain, my dear, to re- 
pine at the commoen lot of humanity, for 

if we have not our mortifications of one 
kmd, we have of another. Better be for- 
ſaken, ſays ſomebody, (I am not fo clear- 
headed at preſent as to tell you who) than 
never to have been loved; but I will not 
hold with that opinion: it was not, how- 
ever, an affair of my own ſeeking, Provi- 

dence. ſeems to have caſt me into it, and 
therefore 1 will ſubmit. MOT 


. 100 cha. 


8711 no Mr. Leceifter ! what will be- 
come of me! reſtrained as I am from all 
complaint, no leſs by modeſty chan tender 
1 the beſt of mother's. | 
He has certainly met ee cc 
An and perhaps languiſhes amongſt 
ſtrangers, unable to acquaint them who he 
is. My dear mother is ſo humane to 
every ereature in diſtreſs, that I need not 
doubt her concurrence to aſſiſt him under 
e bite, 1 0 
* THE 


FE 
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THE miſery, my dear girl, is all re- 
vealed; and what makes it beyond mea- 
ſure inſupportable is, that it cannot be al- 
leviated. I never can contain myſelf, 
my reaſon or my heart will be ſubdued: 

but I know the hand from whence this 
calamity is derived. —I will- will - but 
read and judge if you can of my unut- 
terable affliction. 


ha 


To MV Ln FEveR. 
My dear madam, 


J Am fallen they tell me into honour- 
able hands ; and have been permitted (as 
my apprehenſions for your ſufferings on 
my account were ſtrong and alarming) at 
length to inform you, that I ſhall be ſafely 
nay advantageouſly diſpoſed of, but muſt 
never ſee you again. May that power 
that preſides over innocence and virtue, 
forever protect and defend you. I muſt 
not tell you how much I am your's, 

P. LEcCEiSTER.” 


To 
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To have ſurvived him would have been 
a gentle ſtroke to this. Conveyed away, 
doomed perhaps to a miſerable ſtate of 
flavery, and all on my account : but [ 
will not endure the bitter reflection ;. and 
yet my deareſt mother what will become 

E 
child ſinking into the grave. 

Mrs. Leeſon, the good the humane Mrs. 
Leeſon, (that I could but forget her rela- 
tionſhip to that monſter) is the beſt of 
women. She promiſes to be our never- 
failing friend —nay not even her death 
ſhall deprive us of a comfortable provi- 
fon : but can ſhe reſtore my peace? can 
ſhe? 
Something muſt be done: a bold and 
daring action: no matter; whilſt I now 
write it may be too late. Adieu, adieu, 
pray for the ſucceſs of my undertaking, 
my everlaſting happineſs depend upon it. 

F 
C. Le Fever, 


LETTER 
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LE TTIERAR XXVIII. 


Lord CLERAGE to Sir GRORGE HEN DO. 


Hendon, all covered as I am with 
guilt and affliction, in what lan- 
guage ſhall I addrefs you. A villain may 
aſſiſt, a villain may flatter, a villain may 
execute ; but it is to ſuch hearts as yours 
alone, that I can fly for pity and conſola- 
tion. 
doubt not but your diſcernment has 
anticipated my confeſſion : the marks were 
ſtrong upon me: why am I thus unable 
to ſupport either a juſt or baſe character 
with uniformity ? I am unqueſtionably the 
moſt unhappy and abſurd of all compoſi- 
tions. | 
That I have been the direct author of 
the calamity my ſweet woman fo patheti- 
cally deplores, I need not ſpeak in plainer 
terms. To fave myſelf from the laſt 
wretchedneſs I was ſo mean as to enterinto 


bonds 
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bonds with the greateſt of monſters, who 


has infinitely out- run my worſt intention. 

Take a deſcription, my friend, of the 
conſequences, but allow me forever te 
be filent reſpecting the particulars of the 
baſe tranſattion. 

I was this morning in my ſtudy, my 
ſoul in a very uneaſy ſtate, when a ſervant 
haſtily informed me, that a young lady 
inſiſted upon ſpeaking with me. She ſays 
your Lordſhip knows her well, added he, 
and her name is Le Fever. We would 
not permit her to alight without orders, 
eſpecially as ſhe We wild and dejec- 
ted. 

Where is ſhe, e the guilty 
wretch : ſhew me to her; tis I alone that 
can ſpeak peace to her poor wounded 
heart. 

I found by the fellow's countenance 
that my expreſſions had ſurpriſed him, 
and was endeavouring to collect myſelf 
into ſome kind of | compoſure, during 
which ſhort moment Miſs Le Fever had 
** 
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prevailed upon my people to admit her 
into the houſe, and ſhe was immediately 
before my mortified eyes. 

My Lord, ſaid ſhe, on my knees, on 
my knees I conjure you to compaſſionate 
my miſery. My reaſon is certainly ſhook 
Mr. Leceiſter—releale him from his 
preſent ſituation, or your ſins will be 
ſpread out on the face of the earth. My 
mother and Mr. Leceiſter, I would die 
to preſerve them; and here I voluntarily 
offer (if you can accept my perſon under 
its grief and deformity) to comply with 
whatever terms you can propoſe to-obtain 
his liberty. I will never ſee him but once 
again, juſt to ſatisfy myſelf that he is not 
languiſhing out his exiſtence for my tranſ- 
greſſions, and will then marry you, live 
with you, love and bleſs you. 

Riſes Miſs Le Fever, ſaid I, that ſuppli- 
cating attitude ill-befits you. Whatever 
is in my power 


—O talk not of power, cried ſhe, with 


the utmoſt earneſtneſs, will you not ſave 
| me 
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me from deſtruction. Look on me, my 
Lord, am I not the creature you fo lately 
profeſſed to admire ? will not Lady Ca- 
therine beſtow ſeven thouſand pounds to 
recommend me to your favour, tho' ſhe 
would not part with a ſhilling to relieve 
my dying mother ? Take me, take me 
then, I will be the moſt obedient, the ten- 
dereſt of wives, only deliver that innocent 
ſufferer from bondage. I will not riſe, 
repeated ſhe, (I had made many attempts, 
George, to raiſe her from ſo unworthy a 
fituation) I will not quit this ſpot, until 
you allure me Mr. Leceifter ſhall be re- 
ſtored to liberty and his friends. 

Indeed, Miſs Le Fever, returned I, I 
am grieved to my ſoul to behold you in 
this condition, eſpecially as I cannot re- 
lieve you from it. I could not confeſs 
myſelf a villain, Hendon, but yot can - 
have no idea of my horror and remorſe. 

My Lord, faid ſhe, rivetting her eyes 
upon me, do you believe there is a God ? 
do not now deceive me, as you hope for 

mercy 
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mercy at his hands; for be aſſured, the 
cauſe of injured innocence will not go 
unpuniſhed, nor the tears of wretched- 
neſs fail to prevail againſt you. I ſup- 
pole you have ſo much humanity as to 
ſtart at actual murder: your ſword that 
would relieve me from the bittereſt of 
pangs, you could not lift up againſt me 
without ſhuddering. Yet you can 125 
the anguiſh of my ſoul unmoved; 
reflect upon the woes my widowed mo- 
ther muſt endure, with barbarous reſolu- 
tion; and ſteel your heart againſt the mi- 
ſerable complaints of a being you have ſo 
baſely trepanned. 

Your pride, my Lord, your falſe ſenſe 
of honour are ſtill alive; they at this 
very moment fluſh your cheek, and dart 
upon me from your eye ; and ſhall your 
humanity fleep ? my accuſation has called 
forth the one, oh let my miſery roufe the 
other. Your compaffion, your all-re- 
lieving compaſſion, let it revive in your 
breaſt, and rectify the evils you have oc- 

caſioned. 
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1 will forever haunt you with my intrea- 
ties, until I have ſubdued your ſtubborn 
pe and you conſent to give me back 
to tranquility and peace. 

Only compoſe yourſelf, my dear Miſs 
Le Fever, ſaid I, in the utmoſt diſtreſs, 
and I will endeavour—only compole 
yourſelf, (for ſhe was again flying out) and 
I will ſerve you. Permit me to ſeat you 
| —be ſoothed—be ſatisfied - you ſhall ſee 
him again, and I will no longer perſecute 
you. I will promote your union; pro- 
vide handſomely for him, and you ſhall 
live to bleſs the preſent object of your 
greateſt deteſtation. 

By degrees ſhe loſt the alarming fierce- 
neſs of her aſpect: her language became 
eaſy and intelligent; and I prevailed upon 
her to reſt ſatisfied that I would exert my 
utmoſt abilities in her ſer vice. 

And ſo I will, Sir George; I am ſcared 
with hobgoblins, and the molt frightful 
of chimeras. | 


But 
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But ſhould the young fellow, as I much 

apprehend, be far beyond my reach, I 
wonder who will be the greateſt wretch, 
the injurer ox the injured. | 

My heart tells me we are all undone; 
my good inclinations, my honeſt reſolu- 
tions, are come too late. Villain that I 
am, will heaven to chaſtiſe me, permit all - 
theſe innocent people to be involved in 
one common ruin. 

I know not where to find the vile exe- 
cutioner of my vile purpoſes, nor have I 
the leaſt clue to the finding out the young 
fellow. I know not how to proceed: but 
I fly, if poſſible, to repair my crime: the 
attitude, the features, the wild, yet pathe- 
tic manner, of the diſtreſſed, the diſtracted 
Le Fever, will never be out of my remem- 
brance. Without doubt ſhe loves this 
man, in the ſame degree I love her. 
Perdition — but ſhe muſt, ſhe muſt be 
ſaved ; for I am not yet arrived at that 


pitch 
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pitch of cruelty, to exult in her unmeri- 
ted ſufferings ; nor can you deſpiſe me 
more than I do myſelf. 


I am, &c. 


CLiEeRAGE, 
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Ex of the Fixer Vorl vu. 


